TEACHING PLAN
Chapter 4 //Ephesians 2:11-22
WE ARE MEMBERS OF GOD’S HOUSEHOLD

BEFORE THE SESSION:
a. Review Ephesians 2:11-22 from the Bible with a focus on understanding our corporate identity in Christ.

b. Read Chapter 4 in the Personal Study Guide as well as the related Expository Notes.

c. Prepare to reproduce and display Teaching Item 5: Understanding the Church.

d. Gather Personal Study Guides, extra Bibles, and pens to have available for the group.

e. Pray for the group who will be engaged in the session.

LEADING THE SESSION:
1. Greet the group and draw their attention to the displayed Teaching Item 5: Understanding the Church. Say: The session passage provides a high-level view of the church as Paul understood it and as Christ intended it. As we break down the passage, let’s put aside any preconceived ideas we have of church and concentrate on those that Ephesians provides.
Call on a volunteer to read the session passage, Ephesians 2:11-22, aloud and another volunteer to read Matthew 16:18. Point out that the Matthew passage is an important footnote to Ephesians because it reminds us of the permanence of the church. Distribute Teaching Item 5: Understanding the Church and instruct the group to write the word permanent or its synonym on the church structure. Demonstrate on the copy you displayed.

2. Draw the group’s attention to verses 11 and 12 and the picture they paint of a Gentile people who were once considered outside of God’s covenant promises with Israel. Remind the group that a Gentile was a non-Jewish person who did not follow or share Jewish traditions, history, or covenant promises. Call on the group to list and identify the words or phrases that paint the picture of how the Jewish people regarded Gentiles and add these words in the spaces surrounding the church, not the actual structure itself: uncircumcised, far away, excluded, foreigners, without hope, and without God. State: These were terms that Paul employed to describe Gentiles who had not discovered new life in Christ. Clarify that an intervention was required before the apostles embraced the concept of Christianity for all people, including the Gentiles. Refer to Acts 10: 11-15 and Peter’s vision of the sheet of clean and unclean animals for more understanding. Call on a volunteer to read Galatians 3:28 to solidify the group’s understanding of how Paul fully embraced these outsiders into the community of believers and how all Christians should follow his example. Point to the words that described the Gentiles and ask: How do these words apply to the unchurched today? 

3. Call on a volunteer to read verses 13-18 again. Use a marker to draw a cross as a bridge from the outside of the church to its doorway, much like a sidewalk, and add drops of blood. Say: Christ created the path. He became the human bridge. His blood gave us an entrance into the community of believers, or church. Our role remains to point people to that old rugged cross and help others, through Jesus, bridge the great divide. 
Guide the group to break down the impact of Jesus’s sacrifice outlined in this passage: (1) it created peace, (2) it tore down the dividing wall of hostility, (3) it resolved the ongoing tension with laws that Gentiles or any believer could not keep, (4) it brought all people together through a common bond, and (5) it averted God’s wrath. Invite the group to take a closer look at how Christ reconciles people who may otherwise struggle to fellowship together through the Bringing Us Together activity in the PSG, page 45.  
Encourage the group to identify the word repeated in Ephesians 2:13-18 indicating the blessings of being part of the church—peace—and write it on the church wall. Say: This is where you find peace. In Christ and in His church. Refer again to verse 17 and ask the group to underline the phrase good news in their PSGs. Ask: Who are the people who are far and near that still need to know the good news that Jesus shared? Who are the people who will share it? Guide the group to define far from them geographically but also spiritually and discuss our responsibility to those people.
Draw attention to verse 18 and our access to God through prayer and guide the group to add the label to the church. Talk about the form access to God takes, including the role of Jesus’s life, the indwelling Holy Spirit which provides wisdom, comfort, and guidance, and our ability to go directly to God in prayer. Point out that access to God is not just an individual privilege but a corporate one. Remind the group that there is great power in corporate prayer and call on a volunteer to read Matthew 18:19.

4. Invite a volunteer to read verses 19-22, one verse at a time. As the volunteer completes verse 19, strike out all the words that refer to an outsider status on Teaching Item 5 and write fellow citizens and members of God’s household on the church. Encourage the group to do the same. Examine what it means to be a member of God’s household through the Belonging activity in the PSG, page 47.
As the volunteer reads verse 20, add apostles and prophets = God’s Word near the foundation. Call on a second volunteer to read Acts 2:42 to emphasize that faithfulness to God’s Word is foundational for the persevering church. Add the words Christ as the cornerstone to Teaching Item 5 and encourage the group to come up with a definition of the word cornerstone.
Direct the volunteer to read verses 21 and 22 while you add stick figures with arms touching, much like you would draw paper dolls, inside the church and note that they represent all the people who are being built together with God’s Spirit. 
Draw attention to the church building with its labels added throughout the session and remind the group that the temple had great significance in Jewish culture. Point to Teaching Item 5 to clarify: But this is the church that God created, Paul promoted, and still stands. It is available through Christ as its cornerstone, founded on the word of God, and strong through the unity of its people. Ask: Where do you find yourself in this picture and what role do you have in your local church to bring this diagram to real life?
Ask for corporate prayer requests and call on a volunteer to lead in prayer as a benediction.

