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The CSB Fisher of Men Bible is a one-of-a-kind tool that is designed to 

help you navigate through the Word of God for almost any life situation 

or topic of conversation. It features a 28-page guide that is divided into 

six main themes: Counseling, Devotion, Evangelism, Church, Christian 

Doctrine, and Apologetics.

From felt-need topics such as Marriage, Finances and Forgiveness, to 

spiritual growth topics like Apologetics and Christian Doctrine, The Fisher 

of Men Bible guides you to the fi rst verse in a chain of a particular topic. 

There you will fi nd a brief commentary as well as the second reference 

verse in the chain. Most chains have 4-5 Bible verses.

 

The CSB Fisher of Men Bible features the highly readable, highly reliable 

text of the Christian Standard Bible (CSB). The CSB stays as literal as 

possible to the Bible’s original meaning without sacrifi cing clarity, making 

it easier to engage with Scripture’s life-transforming message and to 

share it with others.
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USER GUIDEUSER GUIDE

A simple, clear, and effective way to evangelize and disciple.

The Fisher of Men Bible is a practical evangelistic tool, designed Fisher of Men Bible is a practical evangelistic tool, designed Fisher of Men Bible
not just to be an excellent aid for leaders, pastors, or Christian 
ministers, but also of great use to all followers of Christ as they 
carry out their mission of taking the good news of Jesus to all. 

This study Bible deals with essential concepts relating to 
evangelism and discipleship. It is structured in a way that al-
lows the reader to quickly find the verses that they need in 
specific circumstances, without having to rely on another 
book or even a concordance.

AN OVERALL GUIDE TO THE BIBLEAN OVERALL GUIDE TO THE BIBLE
The starting point in the Fisher of Men Bible is the Fisher of Men Bible is the Fisher of Men Bible Thematic 
Index, where we can find the beginning of chains of verses 
that give answers to a variety of problems and specific topics. 
These helpful chains are organized into six major sections; 
each of them playing an essential part in the daily life of the 
believer.

  Apologetics, with direct answers to false beliefs held 
by cults and other religions.

  Evangelism, with specific verses for sharing Christ 
with any person.

      Church, with tips for those that carry out a role in min-
istry.

  Devotion, with guidance for our relationship with God 
in specific circumstances.

   Christian Doctrine, with explanations of the founda-
tions of the Christian faith.

  Counseling, with pertinent points for ministering to 
those in need of help.

Throughout the biblical text, the key verses are highlighted, 
making them easy to identify. In addition, we include helpful 
footnotes that explain the main idea in a way that is easy to 
understand.

The Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the Fisher of Men Bible
General Editor, Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón

Fisher of Men Bible
Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón

Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the 
Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón

 also includes articles written by the Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the Fisher of Men Bible
Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón

Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the Fisher of Men Bible
, that explain and 

expand on each of the six major sections, as well as a glossary 
of essential terms called Deeper Waters.



ExAMPLES FOR USING THE BIBLE

EExxAMPLE 1AMPLE 1

If you need to express Christian beliefs when confronted 
by the argument of an atheist who states that humans are 
a product of evolution, go to the APOLOGETICS section in the 
THEMATIC INDEX. There you can find the topic ATHEISM and 
some of its stated arguments, which are expressed as ques-
tions, along with the biblical reference that begins the chain.

For example:

Are we the product of evolution? Isaiah 42:5.

Look up Isaiah 42:5 in the text of the Bible, which will be high-
lighted:

Then, read the footnote, which shows the following:

42:5. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? God made eve-
rything that exists, and everything that is alive survives thanks to His power. See See 

also Gn 1:24.also Gn 1:24.

At the end of the footnote, you can see the suggested verse 
that continues the chain for this topic:

1:24. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? In Creation, the 
divine mandate is that each species multiply “according to its kind.” This is a direct con-

tradiction of evolution, which claims that one species creates another one. See also Gn 5:3.See also Gn 5:3.
Chain begins at Is 42:5.

  This is what God, the This is what God, the LordLord,, sayssays —
  who created thewho created the heavens heavens 

andand stretched themstretched them out, out, 
  who spread out thewho spread out the earth earth 

andand whatwhat comes fromcomes from it, it, 
  who gives breath towho gives breath to thethe people onpeople on itit
  and spiritand spirit  to those who to those who walk onwalk on it it ———

Then God said, “Let the earth produce living Then God said, “Let the earth produce living Then God said, “Let the earth produce living 
creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures according to their kinds: livestock, 
creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the 
earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
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There we see that we can continue with the topic in Genesis 
5:3, which also has its own footnote.

5:3. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? Man is subject to 
multiplying “according to its species”, according to God’s law. God’s plan does not 

include evolution. Chain begins at Is 42:5.

The chain of verses that provide answers to the question of 
evolution ends here.

EExxAMPLE 2AMPLE 2
If you are wondering how you can counsel someone that is go-
ing through deep depression, go to the COUNSELING section of 
the THEMATIC INDEX. In the sub-section PERSONAL CONFLICTS 
you will find DEPRESSION and various situations related to it.

For example:

Recovery. Isaiah 43:1.

Look up Isaiah 43:1 in the text of the Bible, which will be high-
lighted:

Then, read the footnote, which shows the following:

43:1. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Depression. Recovery. God created us, made 
us, and redeemed us. There is nothing to fear. See also Is 43:4.See also Is 43:4.

At the end of the footnote, the suggested verse that continues 
the chain for this theme is given, and so on.

Adam was 130 years old when he faAdam was 130 years old when he fa--
thered a son in his likeness, according to thered a son in his likeness, according to 
his image, and named him Seth.his image, and named him Seth.

  Now this is what the Now this is what the LordLord sayssays ——
  the one who created you,the one who created you, Jacob,Jacob,
  and the one who formed you,and the one who formed you, Israel Israel ——
  “Do not fear, for I have redeemed“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; you; 
  I have called you by your name; youI have called you by your name; you areare mine. mine. 
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EExxAMPLE 3AMPLE 3

While doing a daily reading of the Bible, you come across a 
highlighted verse, Psalm 25:1.

If you go to the corresponding footnote, you will find:

25:1. Devotion. Prayer. What is it? Surrendering the heart. David pleads with God as 
he lifts up his soul to Him, demonstrating his trust and rest in Him. See also Ps 62:8.See also Ps 62:8.

Chain begins at 1Sm 1:15.

The first biblical text suggested, Psalm 62:8, is the next pas-
sage in this particular chain, which begins in 1 Samuel 1:15. 

It is important keep in mind that in just one footnote, you will 
not obtain a wide commentary that addresses all of the pos-
sibilities, but by following the whole chain of verses, you can 
obtain a more complete idea of what the Bible says about the 
topic.

We invite you to enjoy this resource, to go through it in its 
entirety and to delight in the richness of the Word of God. If 
you have a comment, suggestion, or question, you can con-
tact us at: 

www.DiazPabon.com

Or you can write to us:

Díaz-Pabón Ministries
P.O. Box 832022
Miami, FL 33283

  LordLord,, I appeal toI appeal to you.you.
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BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

Featuring the CHRISTIAN
STANDARD
BIBLE

Faithful and True: These words remind us that God’s Word reveals his character and 

will to us, transforms our lives, and leaves us in awe of his glory. At LifeWay, we strive 

to be faithful and true to the Word of God in all that we do, and we know that God is 

faithful and true to guide us as we publish biblical resources for life.

We are excited to feature the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). A translation that is 

accurate to the original languages while still remaining accessible for Christians to 

engage on a daily basis can be very helpful as an individual grows in their spiritual 

maturity. We also know that God’s Word is meant to be shared. A translation that 

balances fidelity and readability opens the door for every believer to share the Bible 

with someone who has read it for a lifetime, or with someone who has never before 

encountered its life-changing message. encountered its life-changing message. 

For the most up to date news on the CSB, visit For the most up to date news on the CSB, visit CSBible.comCSBible.com
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OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE—A BEAUTIFUL BALANCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that 

balances linguistic precision of the original languages and readability in contemporary 

English. In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is 

clearly understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering 

might obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation 

is used. This process assures that both the words and thoughts contained in the 

original text are conveyed as accurately as possible for today’s readers.

The CSB provides a highly accurate text for faithful sermon preparation and serious 

study, translated from the biblical languages by scholars who love God’s Word. 

It is highly faithful to the original text. On the other hand, it does not compromise 

readability and clarity for those who may be less familiar with the traditional (and 

sometimes di�  cult) vocabulary retained in some translations of the Bible.  

Beyond that, we know that the good news of the Bible is meant to be shared. A 

translation that maintains accuracy and readability opens the door for every believer 

to share the Bible with someone who has read it for a lifetime, or with someone who 

has never before read its life-changing message.

BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

FORMAL
WORD FOR WORD

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations directly from ancient languages to 
English. Versions shown below the line began with the English text of another Bible translation. 
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A 978-1-5359-0573-2 Hardcover $19.99

B 978-1-5359-0574-9 Navy LeatherTouch® $29.99

C 978-1-5359-0575-6 Trade Paper $14.99

     ISBN                                 BINDING MATERIAL                    PRICE

B CA

DR. LUIS ÁNGEL DÍAZ-PABÓN is president of the Global 

Missionary Society and leads several ministries including 

The King’s Chapel, a church in Miami, Florida. He is also the 

general editor of the Biblia del Pescador. Born into a Christian 

family, he accepted Christ at age 15 in New York City and later 

began his work as an evangelist in Puerto Rico in 1973. His 

evangelistic crusades have drawn as many as 60,000 people 

in a single night.
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LUKE

The DeDicaTion To Theophilus

1  Many  have un der tak en  to compile  a 
narrative  about  the  events  that  have 

 been ful filled a  among  us, 2  just  as  the 
orig i nal eye wit ness es  and ser vants  of 
 the  word hand ed  them  down  to  us. 3  It 
 also  seemed  good  to  me,  since  I  have care
ful ly in ves ti gat ed ev ery thing  from  the 
 very  first,  to  write  to  you  in  an or der ly 
sequence,  most hon or able The oph i lus, 
4  so  that  you  may  know  the cer tain ty  of 
 the  things  about  which  you  have  been 
in struct ed. b

Gabriel preDicTs John’s birTh
5  In  the  days  of  King Her od  of Ju dea,  there 
 was  a  priest  of Abi jah’s di vi sion  named 
Zech a ri ah.  His  wife  was  from  the daugh
ters  of Aar on,  and  her  name  was Eliz a
beth. 6  Both  were righ teous  in  God’s  sight, 
liv ing with out  blame ac cord ing  to  all  the 
com mands  and re quire ments  of  the  Lord. 
7  But  they  had  no chil dren be cause Eliz a
beth  could  not con ceive,  and  both  of  them 
 were  well  along  in  years.

8  When  his di vi sion  was  on  duty  and 
 he  was serv ing  as  priest be fore  God, 9  it 
hap pened  that  he  was cho sen  by  lot, ac
cord ing  to  the cus tom  of  the priest hood, 
 to en ter  the sanc tu ary  of  the  Lord  and 
 burn in cense. 10  At  the  hour  of in cense 
 the  whole as sem bly  of  the peo ple  was 
pray ing out side. 11  An an gel  of  the  Lord 
ap peared  to  him, stand ing  to  the  right 
 of  the al tar  of in cense. 12  When Zech a ri
ah  saw  him,  he  was ter ri fied  and over
come  with  fear. 13  But  the an gel  said  to 
 him: “ Do  not  be  afraid, Zech a ri ah, be
cause  your  prayer  has  been  heard.  Your 
 wife Eliz a beth  will  bear  you  a  son,  and 
 you  will  name  him  John. 14  There  will  be 
 joy  and de light  for  you,  and  many  will 
re joice  at  his  birth. 15  For  he  will  be  great 
 in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  and  will nev er 

 drink  wine  or  beer.  He  will  be  filled  with 
 the  Holy Spir it  while  still  in  his moth
er’s  womb. 16  He  will  turn  many  of  the 
chil dren  of Is ra el  to  the  Lord  their  God. 
17  And  he  will  go be fore  him  in  the spir it 
 and pow er  of Eli jah,  to  turn  the  hearts  of 
fa thers  to  their chil dren,  and  the dis obe
di ent  to  the un der stand ing  of  the righ
teous,  to  make  ready  for  the  Lord  a pre
pared peo ple.”

18 “ How  can  I  know  this? ” Zech a ri ah 
 asked  the an gel. “ For  I  am  an  old  man,  and 
 my  wife  is  well  along  in  years.”

19  The an gel an swered  him, “ I  am Ga
bri el,  who  stands  in  the pres ence  of  God, 
 and  I  was  sent  to  speak  to  you  and  tell 
 you  this  good  news. 20  Now lis ten.  You 
 will be come si lent  and un able  to  speak 
un til  the  day  these  things  take  place, 
be cause  you  did  not be lieve  my  words, 
 which  will  be ful filled  in  their prop er 
 time.”

21 Mean while,  the peo ple  were wait
ing  for Zech a ri ah,  amazed  that  he  stayed 
 so  long  in  the sanc tu ary. 22  When  he  did 
 come  out,  he  could  not  speak  to  them. 
 Then  they re al ized  that  he  had  seen  a vi
sion  in  the sanc tu ary.  He  was mak ing 
 signs  to  them  and re mained speech less. 
23  When  the  days  of  his min is try  were 
com plet ed,  he  went  back  home.

24 Af ter  these  days  his  wife Eliz a beth 
con ceived  and  kept her self  in se clu sion 
 for  five  months.  She  said, 25 “ The  Lord  has 
 done  this  for  me.  He  has  looked  with fa vor 
 in  these  days  to  take  away  my dis grace 
 among  the peo ple.”

Gabriel preDicTs Jesus’s birTh
26  In  the  sixth  month,  the an gel Ga bri
el  was  sent  by  God  to  a  town  in Gal i lee 
 called Naz a reth, 27  to  a vir gin en gaged c  to 
 a  man  named Jo seph,  of  the  house  of Da
vid.  The vir gin’s  name  was  Mary. 28  And 

 1:26-38. Christian Doctrine. Angels.  Role. Angels announce extraordinary events. They have been responsible for 
announcing great events in history. The angel Gabriel was charged with informing Mary that God had chosen her to 

give birth to the Messiah. See also Lk 2:8-15 (p. 1124). Chain begins at Heb 1:14 (p. 1358).

 1121 LUKE 1:46

 the an gel  came  to  her  and  said, “Greet
ings, fa vored wom an!  The  Lord  is  with 
 you.” d 29  But  she  was deep ly trou bled  by 
 this state ment, won der ing  what  kind  of 
greet ing  this  could  be. 30  Then  the an
gel  told  her: “ Do  not  be  afraid,  Mary,  for 
 you  have  found fa vor  with  God. 31  Now 
lis ten:  You  will con ceive  and  give  birth 
 to  a  son,  and  you  will  name  him  Jesus. 
32  He  will  be  great  and  will  be  called  the 
 Son  of  the  Most  High,  and  the  Lord  God 
 will  give  him  the  throne  of  his fa ther 
Da vid. 33  He  will  reign  over  the  house 
 of Ja cob for ev er,  and  his king dom  will  
 have  no  end.”

34  Mary  asked  the an gel, “ How  can  this 
 be,  since  I  have  not  had sex u al re la tions 
 with  a  man? ” e

35  The an gel re plied  to  her: “ The  Holy 
Spir it  will  come  upon  you,  and  the pow
er  of  the  Most  High  will over shad ow  you. 
There fore,  the  holy  one  to  be  born  will 
 be  called  the  Son  of  God. 36  And con sid er 

 your rel a tive Eliz a beth  —   even  she  has 
con ceived  a  son  in  her  old  age,  and  this  is 
 the  sixth  month  for  her  who  was  called 
child less. 37  For noth ing  will  be im pos si
ble  with  God.”

38 “ I  am  the  Lord’s ser vant,”  said  Mary. 
“ May  it  be  done  to  me ac cord ing  to  your 
 word.”  Then  the an gel  left  her.

Mary’s VisiT To elizabeTh
39  In  those  days  Mary  set  out  and hur
ried  to  a  town  in  the  hill coun try  of Ju
dah 40  where  she en tered Zech a ri ah’s 
 house  and greet ed Eliz a beth. 41  When 
Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing,  the 
 baby  leaped in side  her,  and Eliz a beth 
 was  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it. 42  Then 
 she ex claimed  with  a  loud  cry: “ Blessed 
 are  you  among wom en,  and  your  child 
 will  be  blessed! f 43  How  could  this hap
pen  to  me,  that  the moth er  of  my  Lord 
 should  come  to  me? 44  For  you  see,  when 
 the  sound  of  your greet ing  reached  my 
 ears,  the  baby  leaped  for  joy in side  me. 
45  Blessed  is  she  who  has be lieved  that 
 the  Lord  would ful fill  what  he  has spo
ken  to  her! ”

Mary’s praise
46  And  Mary  said:
  My soul praises the greatness 

of g the Lord,

Deeper WaTers
JESUS Transliteration of the name Joshua, which 
means “Yahweh saves.” Name of the incarnation 
of God the Son; the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity. Luke 1:31 

 1:28. Apologetics. Catholicism. Concerning the dogma of Mary and the immaculate conception. The Greek 
word kecharitoméne, translated here as “favored woman,” literally means “being invested with grace,” mean-

ing that this grace was something Mary received. Grace was not something she could bestow. See also Eph 1:6  
(p. 1311).

 1:31,34. Apologetics. Christian Science. Did Mary conceive Jesus by her spiritual thoughts of life? It was God’s idea 
for Mary to give birth to Jesus. Therefore, she was surprised when the angel announced she would give birth. See also 

Lk 1:35 (p. 1121). Chain begins at Jn 6:58 (p. 1179).

 1:35. Apologetics. Christian Science. Did Mary conceive Jesus by her spiritual thoughts of life? Mary conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, not by her efforts or thoughts. Chain begins at Jn 6:58 (p. 1179).

 1:38. Counseling. Family. Authority. The wise woman. First we must learn how to submit to God and obey His will. 
We must follow Mary’s example of courage and maturity when facing a challenge. See also Col 3:18 (p. 1335).

 1:39-41. Counseling. Family. Abortion. God’s care. The existence of a new human being is revealed even in the womb. 
See also Eph 1:3,4 (p. 1311). Chain begins at Is 49:1,5 (p. 797).

 1:46. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. This phrase sets the tone for Mary’s prayer. Jesus’s mother didn’t con-
sider herself greater than Him. Moreover, during her pregnancy, when Jesus’s embryo physically depended on her, she 

was aware that the child was God and that she was His servant. See also Lk 1:47 (p. 1122).
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 Son  of  the  Most  High,  and  the  Lord  God 
 will  give  him  the  throne  of  his fa ther 
Da vid. 33  He  will  reign  over  the  house 
 of Ja cob for ev er,  and  his king dom  will  
 have  no  end.”

34  Mary  asked  the an gel, “ How  can  this 
 be,  since  I  have  not  had sex u al re la tions 
 with  a  man? ” e

35  The an gel re plied  to  her: “ The  Holy 
Spir it  will  come  upon  you,  and  the pow
er  of  the  Most  High  will over shad ow  you. 
There fore,  the  holy  one  to  be  born  will 
 be  called  the  Son  of  God. 36  And con sid er 

 your rel a tive Eliz a beth  —   even  she  has 
con ceived  a  son  in  her  old  age,  and  this  is 
 the  sixth  month  for  her  who  was  called 
child less. 37  For noth ing  will  be im pos si
ble  with  God.”

38 “ I  am  the  Lord’s ser vant,”  said  Mary. 
“ May  it  be  done  to  me ac cord ing  to  your 
 word.”  Then  the an gel  left  her.

Mary’s VisiT To elizabeTh
39  In  those  days  Mary  set  out  and hur
ried  to  a  town  in  the  hill coun try  of Ju
dah 40  where  she en tered Zech a ri ah’s 
 house  and greet ed Eliz a beth. 41  When 
Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing,  the 
 baby  leaped in side  her,  and Eliz a beth 
 was  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it. 42  Then 
 she ex claimed  with  a  loud  cry: “ Blessed 
 are  you  among wom en,  and  your  child 
 will  be  blessed! f 43  How  could  this hap
pen  to  me,  that  the moth er  of  my  Lord 
 should  come  to  me? 44  For  you  see,  when 
 the  sound  of  your greet ing  reached  my 
 ears,  the  baby  leaped  for  joy in side  me. 
45  Blessed  is  she  who  has be lieved  that 
 the  Lord  would ful fill  what  he  has spo
ken  to  her! ”

Mary’s praise
46  And  Mary  said:
  My soul praises the greatness 

of g the Lord,

Deeper WaTers
JESUS Transliteration of the name Joshua, which 
means “Yahweh saves.” Name of the incarnation 
of God the Son; the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity. Luke 1:31 

 1:28. Apologetics. Catholicism. Concerning the dogma of Mary and the immaculate conception. The Greek 
word kecharitoméne, translated here as “favored woman,” literally means “being invested with grace,” mean-

ing that this grace was something Mary received. Grace was not something she could bestow. See also Eph 1:6  
(p. 1311).

 1:31,34. Apologetics. Christian Science. Did Mary conceive Jesus by her spiritual thoughts of life? It was God’s idea 
for Mary to give birth to Jesus. Therefore, she was surprised when the angel announced she would give birth. See also 

Lk 1:35 (p. 1121). Chain begins at Jn 6:58 (p. 1179).

 1:35. Apologetics. Christian Science. Did Mary conceive Jesus by her spiritual thoughts of life? Mary conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, not by her efforts or thoughts. Chain begins at Jn 6:58 (p. 1179).

 1:38. Counseling. Family. Authority. The wise woman. First we must learn how to submit to God and obey His will. 
We must follow Mary’s example of courage and maturity when facing a challenge. See also Col 3:18 (p. 1335).

 1:39-41. Counseling. Family. Abortion. God’s care. The existence of a new human being is revealed even in the womb. 
See also Eph 1:3,4 (p. 1311). Chain begins at Is 49:1,5 (p. 797).

 1:46. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. This phrase sets the tone for Mary’s prayer. Jesus’s mother didn’t con-
sider herself greater than Him. Moreover, during her pregnancy, when Jesus’s embryo physically depended on her, she 

was aware that the child was God and that she was His servant. See also Lk 1:47 (p. 1122).
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 47 and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior,

 48 because he has looked with favor
  on the humble condition 

of his servant.
  Surely, from now on all generations
  will call me blessed,
 49 because the Mighty One
  has done great things for me,
  and his name is holy.
 50 His mercy is from generation 

to generation
  on those who fear him.
 51 He has done a mighty deed 

with his arm;
  he has scattered the proud
  because of the thoughts 

of their hearts;
 52 he has toppled the mighty 

from their thrones
  and exalted the lowly.
 53 He has satisfied the hungry 

with good things
  and sent the rich away empty.
 54 He has helped his servant Israel,
  remembering his mercy

 55 to Abraham and his 
descendants a forever,

  just as he spoke to our ancestors.

56  And  Mary  stayed  with  her  about  three 
 months;  then  she re turned  to  her  home.

The birTh anD naMinG of John
57  Now  the  time  had  come  for Eliz a beth 
 to  give  birth,  and  she  had  a  son. 58  Then 
 her neigh bors  and rel a tives  heard  that 
 the  Lord  had  shown  her  his  great mer cy, 
 and  they re joiced  with  her.

59  When  they  came  to cir cum cise  the 
 child  on  the  eighth  day,  they  were go ing 
 to  name  him Zech a ri ah, af ter  his fa ther. 
60  But  his moth er re spond ed, “ No.  He  will 
 be  called  John.”

61  Then  they  said  to  her, “ None  of  your 
rel a tives  has  that  name.” 62  So  they mo
tioned  to  his fa ther  to  find  out  what  he 
want ed  him  to  be  called. 63  He  asked  for 
 a writ ing tab let  and  wrote: “ His  name  is 
 John.”  And  they  were  all  amazed. 64 Im
me di ate ly  his  mouth  was  opened  and  his 
 tongue  set  free,  and  he be gan  to  speak, 

 1:47. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. Mary did not doubt for a moment that she, like all other people, needed 
to be saved. She was a special woman, but she was human. Only Jesus saves. See also Lk 1:48,49 (p. 1122). Chain 

begins at Lk 1:46 (p. 1121).

 1:47. Apologetics. Catholicism. Concerning the dogma of Mary and the immaculate conception. Mary herself 
acknowledged her personal need for salvation. Chain begins at Lk 1:28 (p. 1120).

 1:47. Apologetics. Catholicism. Is Mary a divine coredeemer with Jesus? Mary acknowledged that she herself 
needed God’s salvation. See also Mt 12:46-50 (p. 1063).

 1:48,49. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. Mary understood the magnitude of what God was doing in her life 
and didn’t feel worthy. Like her, we should be humble and acknowledge that God Almighty took notice of us and, in 

love, sent His Son to die on the cross for all people. Only God could have done such a thing. See also Lk 1:50 (p. 1122). Chain 
begins at Lk 1:46 (p. 1121).

 1:50. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. God is merciful and blesses people even when they don’t deserve 
it. The most obvious evidence of His mercy was providing salvation for humankind through Jesus Christ so that 

all those who put their faith in Him would not be lost but have eternal life. See also Lk 1:51-53 (p. 1122). Chain begins at  
Lk 1:46 (p. 1121).

 1:51-53. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. These verses stress God’s power to be merciful towards those 
who trust Him and to destroy the proud who trust in themselves and do not understand their need for God. He 

showed those who considered themselves strong their weakness; He showed those who considered themselves impor-
tant how small they were; He took away the resources of those who trusted in money. However, He exalted and provided 
for all the needs of those who humbly acknowledged their insufficiency. See also Lk 1:54,55 (p. 1122). Chain begins at Lk 
1:46 (p. 1121).

 1:54,55. Devotion. Selected prayers. Magnificat. Israel had not had a prophet for 400 years and yearned for the ful-
fillment of the promise, for the time the Messiah would deliver them from their spiritual darkness. Some probably 

wondered whether God had forgotten His people. The Lord never forgets His promises and always fulfills them. Christians 
will do well to remember this, because Jesus has promised that one day He will return in all His glory. What a day it will be, 
when the whole church can sing as Mary did, exalting God when He arrives. Chain begins at Lk 1:46 (p. 1121).
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prais ing  God. 65  Fear  came  on  all  those 
 who  lived  around  them,  and  all  these 
 things  were be ing  talked  about through
out  the  hill coun try  of Ju dea. 66  All  who 
 heard  about  him  took  it  to  heart, say ing, 
“ What  then  will  this  child be come? ”  For, 
in deed,  the  Lord’s  hand  was  with  him.

zechariah’s prophecy
67  Then  his fa ther Zech a ri ah  was  filled 
 with  the  Holy Spir it  and proph e sied:
 68 Blessed is the Lord, the God 

of Israel,
  because he has visited
  and provided redemption 

for his people.
 69 He has raised up a horn of salvation 

for us
  in the house of his servant David,
 70 just as he spoke by the mouth
  of his holy prophets 

in ancient times;
 71 salvation from our enemies
  and from the hand of those 

who hate us.
 72 He has dealt mercifully 

with our fathers
  and remembered 

his holy covenant —
 73 the oath that he swore to our father 

Abraham.
  He has given us the privilege,
 74 since we have been rescued
  from the hand of our enemies,
  to serve him without fear
 75 in holiness and righteousness
  in his presence all our days.
 76 And you, child, will be called
  a prophet of the Most High,
  for you will go before the Lord
  to prepare his ways,
 77 to give his people knowledge 

of salvation

  through the forgiveness 
of their sins.

 78 Because of our God’s merciful 
compassion,

  the dawn from on high will visit us
 79 to shine on those who live 

in darkness
  and the shadow of death,
  to guide our feet into the way 

of peace.

80  The  child  grew  up  and be came spir
i tu al ly  strong,  and  he  was  in  the wil der
ness un til  the  day  of  his pub lic ap pear
ance  to Is ra el.

The birTh of Jesus

2  In  those  days  a de cree  went  out  from 
Cae sar Au gus tus  that  the  whole em

pire b  should  be reg is tered. 2  This  first reg
is tra tion  took  place  while c Qui rin i us  was 
gov ern ing Syr ia. 3  So ev ery one  went  to  be 
reg is tered,  each  to  his  own  town.

4 Jo seph  also  went  up  from  the  town 
 of Naz a reth  in Gal i lee,  to Ju dea,  to  the 
 city  of Da vid,  which  is  called Beth le hem, 
be cause  he  was  of  the  house  and fam i ly 
 line  of Da vid, 5  to  be reg is tered  along  with 
 Mary,  who  was en gaged  to  him d  and  was 
preg nant. 6  While  they  were  there,  the 
 time  came  for  her  to  give  birth. 7  Then 
 she  gave  birth  to  her first born son,  and 
 she  wrapped  him tight ly  in  cloth  and  laid 
 him  in  a man ger, e be cause  there  was  no 
 guest  room avail able  for  them.

Deeper WaTers
FATHER Forefather or patriarch. Ancestor. 
Luke 1:73 MOST HIGH Highest. Lord. Crea-
tor. Indicates the sovereignty of God. He is over 
everything and everyone. Luke 1:76 

 2:6-11. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Jesus just a man without original sin, but not truly God? Jesus was 
born the same way any other person was born but He was more than a mere mortal. The angel gave testimony that 

Jesus was the Lord, God Himself. Denying Jesus’s deity is denying the story of His birth.  See also Dn 7:13,14 (p. 971).

 2:6-11. Apologetics. Rajneesh movement. Is Jesus God? Jesus was born the same way any other person was born 
but He was more than a mere mortal. The angel gave testimony that Jesus was the Lord, God Himself. Denying Jesus’s 

deity is denying the story of His birth. See also Dn 7:13,14 (p. 971).
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Deeper WaTers
FATHER Forefather or patriarch. Ancestor. 
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tor. Indicates the sovereignty of God. He is over 
everything and everyone. Luke 1:76 

 2:6-11. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Jesus just a man without original sin, but not truly God? Jesus was 
born the same way any other person was born but He was more than a mere mortal. The angel gave testimony that 

Jesus was the Lord, God Himself. Denying Jesus’s deity is denying the story of His birth.  See also Dn 7:13,14 (p. 971).

 2:6-11. Apologetics. Rajneesh movement. Is Jesus God? Jesus was born the same way any other person was born 
but He was more than a mere mortal. The angel gave testimony that Jesus was the Lord, God Himself. Denying Jesus’s 

deity is denying the story of His birth. See also Dn 7:13,14 (p. 971).
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The shepherDs anD The anGels
8  In  the  same re gion, shep herds  were stay
ing  out  in  the  fields  and keep ing  watch  at 
 night  over  their  flock. 9  Then  an an gel  of 
 the  Lord  stood be fore  them,  and  the glo
ry  of  the  Lord  shone  around  them,  and 
 they  were ter ri fied. a 10  But  the an gel  said 
 to  them, “ Don’t  be  afraid,  for  look,  I pro
claim  to  you  good  news  of  great  joy  that 
 will  be  for  all  the peo ple: b 11 To day  in  the 
 city  of Da vid  a Sav ior  was  born  for  you, 
 who  is  the Mes si ah,  the  Lord. 12  This  will 
 be  the  sign  for  you:  You  will  find  a  baby 
 wrapped tight ly  in  cloth  and ly ing  in  a 
man ger.”

13 Sud den ly  there  was  a mul ti tude  of 
 the heav en ly  host c  with  the an gel, prais
ing  God  and say ing:

 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and peace on earth to people 

he favors! d,e

15  When  the an gels  had  left  them  and re
turned  to heav en,  the shep herds  said  to 
 one an oth er, “ Let’s  go  straight  to Beth le
hem  and  see  what  has hap pened,  which 
 the  Lord  has  made  known  to  us.”

16  They hur ried  off  and  found  both  Mary 
 and Jo seph,  and  the  baby  who  was ly
ing  in  the man ger. 17 Af ter see ing  them, 
 they re port ed  the mes sage  they  were  told 
 about  this  child, 18  and  all  who  heard  it 
 were  amazed  at  what  the shep herds  said 
 to  them. 19  But  Mary  was treasuring  up  all 
 these  things  in  her  heart  and med i tat ing 
 on  them. 20  The shep herds re turned, glo
ri fy ing  and prais ing  God  for  all  the  things 
 they  had  seen  and  heard,  which  were  just 
 as  they  had  been  told.

The circuMcision anD presenTaTion  
of Jesus
21  When  the  eight  days  were com plet ed 
 for  his cir cum ci sion,  he  was  named  Jesus  
—   the  name giv en  by  the an gel be fore  he 
 was con ceived. 22  And  when  the  days  of 
 their pu ri fi ca tion ac cord ing  to  the  law 
 of Mo ses  were fin ished,  they  brought 
 him  up  to Je ru sa lem  to pre sent  him  to 
 the  Lord 23 ( just  as  it  is writ ten  in  the  law 
 of  the  Lord, Ev ery first born  male  will  be 
ded i cat ed f  to  the  Lord g) 24  and  to off er  a 
sac ri fice (ac cord ing  to  what  is stat ed  in 
 the  law  of  the  Lord,  a  pair  of turtledoves 
 or  two  young pi geons h).

siMeon’s propheTic praise
25  There  was  a  man  in Je ru sa lem  whose 
 name  was Sim e on.  This  man  was righ
teous  and de vout, look ing for ward  to 
Is ra el’s con so la tion,  and  the  Holy Spir
it  was  on  him. 26  It  had  been re vealed  to 
 him  by  the  Holy Spir it  that  he  would  not 
 see  death be fore  he  saw  the  Lord’s Mes
si ah. 27 Guid ed  by  the Spir it,  he en tered 
 the tem ple.  When  the par ents  brought  in 
 the  child  Jesus  to per form  for  him  what 
 was cus tom ary un der  the  law, 28 Sim e
on  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  praised  God, 
 and  said,
 29 Now, Master,
  you can dismiss your servant 

in peace,
  as you promised.
 30 For my eyes have seen 

your salvation.
 31 You have prepared it
  in the presence of all peoples —
 32 a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles i

  and glory to your people Israel.

33  His fa ther  and moth er j  were  amazed 
 at  what  was be ing  said  about  him. 34  Then 
Sim e on  blessed  them  and  told  his moth
er  Mary: “In deed,  this  child  is des tined  to 
 cause  the  fall  and  rise  of  many  in Is ra el 

Deeper WaTers
GOOD NEWS Message of the gospel. Luke 2:10  
HOST Army, troop, militia. Regarding angels, 
heavenly bodies. Luke 2:13 

 2:8-15. Christian Doctrine. Angels.  Role. Angels praise and worship. The news of the Savior’s birth was undeni-
ably a reason for great joy and worship. The angels announced the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds with praise.  

See also Mt 18:10 (p. 1071). Chain begins at Heb 1:14 (p. 1358).

 2:8-11. Apologetics. New Age. Have there been many christs in history? Jesus did not become a christ; He is and 
always has been the only Christ. See also Jn 1:32,33 (p. 1168).
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 and  to  be  a  sign  that  will  be op posed k  —   
35  and  a  sword  will  pierce  your  own  soul  
—   that  the  thoughts l  of  many  hearts  may 
 be re vealed.”

anna’s TesTiMony
36  There  was  also  a proph et ess,  Anna,  a 
daugh ter  of Pha nu el,  of  the  tribe  of Ash
er.  She  was  well  along  in  years, hav ing 
 lived  with  her hus band sev en  years af
ter  her mar riage, m 37  and  was  a wid ow  for 
eightyfour  years. n  She  did  not  leave  the 
tem ple, serv ing  God  night  and  day  with 
fast ing  and  prayers. 38  At  that  very mo
ment, o  she  came  up  and be gan  to  thank 
 God  and  to  speak  about  him  to  all  who 
 were look ing for ward  to  the re demp tion 
 of Je ru sa lem. p

The faMily’s reTurn To nazareTh
39  When  they  had com plet ed ev ery thing 
ac cord ing  to  the  law  of  the  Lord,  they 
re turned  to Gal i lee,  to  their  own  town 
 of Naz a reth. 40  The  boy  grew  up  and be
came  strong,  filled  with wis dom,  and 
 God’s  grace  was  on  him.

in his faTher’s house
41 Ev ery  year  his par ents trav eled  to Je ru
sa lem  for  the Pass over Fes ti val. 42  When 
 he  was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up 
ac cord ing  to  the cus tom  of  the fes ti val. 
43 Af ter  those  days  were  over,  as  they  were 
re turn ing,  the  boy  Jesus  stayed be hind  in 
Je ru sa lem,  but  his par ents q  did  not  know 
 it. 44 Assuming  he  was  in  the trav el ing 
par ty,  they  went  a  day’s jour ney.  Then 
 they be gan look ing  for  him  among  their 
rel a tives  and  friends. 45  When  they  did  not 
 find  him,  they re turned  to Je ru sa lem  to 
 search  for  him. 46 Af ter  three  days,  they 
 found  him  in  the tem ple sit ting  among 

 the teach ers, lis ten ing  to  them  and ask
ing  them ques tions. 47  And  all  those  who 
 heard  him  were as tound ed  at  his un der
stand ing  and  his an swers. 48  When  his 
par ents  saw  him,  they  were as ton ished, 
 and  his moth er  said  to  him, “ Son,  why 
 have  you treat ed  us  like  this?  Your fa ther 
 and  I  have  been anx ious ly search ing  for 
 you.”

49 “ Why  were  you search ing  for  me? ” 
 he  asked  them. “ Didn’t  you  know  that  it 
 was nec es sary  for  me  to  be  in  my Fa ther’s 
 house? ” r 50  But  they  did  not un der stand 
 what  he  said  to  them.

in faVor WiTh GoD anD WiTh people
51  Then  he  went  down  with  them  and 
 came  to Naz a reth  and  was obe di ent  to 
 them.  His moth er  kept  all  these  things  in 
 her  heart. 52  And  Jesus in creased  in wis
dom  and stat ure,  and  in fa vor  with  God 
 and  with peo ple.

The Messiah’s heralD

3  In  the fif teenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Ti be ri us Cae sar,  while Pon tius Pi

late  was gov er nor  of Ju dea, Her od  was 
te trarch s  of Gal i lee,  his broth er Phil ip  
te trarch  of  the re gion  of It u rea  and Trach
o ni tis,  and Ly sa ni as te trarch  of Ab i le
ne, 2 dur ing  the  high priest hood  of An
nas  and Cai a phas,  God’s  word  came  to 
 John  the  son  of Zech a ri ah  in  the wil der
ness. 3  He  went  into  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the 
Jor dan, pro claim ing  a bap tism  of re pen
tance  for  the for give ness  of  sins, 4  as  it  is 
writ ten  in  the  book  of  the  words  of  the 
proph et Isa iah:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!

 3:1-3. Apologetics. Archaeology. Extrabiblical evidence about Jesus. In Annals 15.44, Tacitus, the Roman historian, 
writes about Christians and the origin of the term “Christian.” He mentions Christ and His crucifixion at the hands of 

Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius. See also 1Jn 1:3 (p. 1389). Chain begins at Mk 14:55 (p. 1113).
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The shepherDs anD The anGels
8  In  the  same re gion, shep herds  were stay
ing  out  in  the  fields  and keep ing  watch  at 
 night  over  their  flock. 9  Then  an an gel  of 
 the  Lord  stood be fore  them,  and  the glo
ry  of  the  Lord  shone  around  them,  and 
 they  were ter ri fied. a 10  But  the an gel  said 
 to  them, “ Don’t  be  afraid,  for  look,  I pro
claim  to  you  good  news  of  great  joy  that 
 will  be  for  all  the peo ple: b 11 To day  in  the 
 city  of Da vid  a Sav ior  was  born  for  you, 
 who  is  the Mes si ah,  the  Lord. 12  This  will 
 be  the  sign  for  you:  You  will  find  a  baby 
 wrapped tight ly  in  cloth  and ly ing  in  a 
man ger.”

13 Sud den ly  there  was  a mul ti tude  of 
 the heav en ly  host c  with  the an gel, prais
ing  God  and say ing:

 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and peace on earth to people 

he favors! d,e

15  When  the an gels  had  left  them  and re
turned  to heav en,  the shep herds  said  to 
 one an oth er, “ Let’s  go  straight  to Beth le
hem  and  see  what  has hap pened,  which 
 the  Lord  has  made  known  to  us.”

16  They hur ried  off  and  found  both  Mary 
 and Jo seph,  and  the  baby  who  was ly
ing  in  the man ger. 17 Af ter see ing  them, 
 they re port ed  the mes sage  they  were  told 
 about  this  child, 18  and  all  who  heard  it 
 were  amazed  at  what  the shep herds  said 
 to  them. 19  But  Mary  was treasuring  up  all 
 these  things  in  her  heart  and med i tat ing 
 on  them. 20  The shep herds re turned, glo
ri fy ing  and prais ing  God  for  all  the  things 
 they  had  seen  and  heard,  which  were  just 
 as  they  had  been  told.

The circuMcision anD presenTaTion  
of Jesus
21  When  the  eight  days  were com plet ed 
 for  his cir cum ci sion,  he  was  named  Jesus  
—   the  name giv en  by  the an gel be fore  he 
 was con ceived. 22  And  when  the  days  of 
 their pu ri fi ca tion ac cord ing  to  the  law 
 of Mo ses  were fin ished,  they  brought 
 him  up  to Je ru sa lem  to pre sent  him  to 
 the  Lord 23 ( just  as  it  is writ ten  in  the  law 
 of  the  Lord, Ev ery first born  male  will  be 
ded i cat ed f  to  the  Lord g) 24  and  to off er  a 
sac ri fice (ac cord ing  to  what  is stat ed  in 
 the  law  of  the  Lord,  a  pair  of turtledoves 
 or  two  young pi geons h).

siMeon’s propheTic praise
25  There  was  a  man  in Je ru sa lem  whose 
 name  was Sim e on.  This  man  was righ
teous  and de vout, look ing for ward  to 
Is ra el’s con so la tion,  and  the  Holy Spir
it  was  on  him. 26  It  had  been re vealed  to 
 him  by  the  Holy Spir it  that  he  would  not 
 see  death be fore  he  saw  the  Lord’s Mes
si ah. 27 Guid ed  by  the Spir it,  he en tered 
 the tem ple.  When  the par ents  brought  in 
 the  child  Jesus  to per form  for  him  what 
 was cus tom ary un der  the  law, 28 Sim e
on  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  praised  God, 
 and  said,
 29 Now, Master,
  you can dismiss your servant 

in peace,
  as you promised.
 30 For my eyes have seen 

your salvation.
 31 You have prepared it
  in the presence of all peoples —
 32 a light for revelation 

to the Gentiles i

  and glory to your people Israel.

33  His fa ther  and moth er j  were  amazed 
 at  what  was be ing  said  about  him. 34  Then 
Sim e on  blessed  them  and  told  his moth
er  Mary: “In deed,  this  child  is des tined  to 
 cause  the  fall  and  rise  of  many  in Is ra el 

Deeper WaTers
GOOD NEWS Message of the gospel. Luke 2:10  
HOST Army, troop, militia. Regarding angels, 
heavenly bodies. Luke 2:13 

 2:8-15. Christian Doctrine. Angels.  Role. Angels praise and worship. The news of the Savior’s birth was undeni-
ably a reason for great joy and worship. The angels announced the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds with praise.  

See also Mt 18:10 (p. 1071). Chain begins at Heb 1:14 (p. 1358).

 2:8-11. Apologetics. New Age. Have there been many christs in history? Jesus did not become a christ; He is and 
always has been the only Christ. See also Jn 1:32,33 (p. 1168).
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 and  to  be  a  sign  that  will  be op posed k  —   
35  and  a  sword  will  pierce  your  own  soul  
—   that  the  thoughts l  of  many  hearts  may 
 be re vealed.”

anna’s TesTiMony
36  There  was  also  a proph et ess,  Anna,  a 
daugh ter  of Pha nu el,  of  the  tribe  of Ash
er.  She  was  well  along  in  years, hav ing 
 lived  with  her hus band sev en  years af
ter  her mar riage, m 37  and  was  a wid ow  for 
eightyfour  years. n  She  did  not  leave  the 
tem ple, serv ing  God  night  and  day  with 
fast ing  and  prayers. 38  At  that  very mo
ment, o  she  came  up  and be gan  to  thank 
 God  and  to  speak  about  him  to  all  who 
 were look ing for ward  to  the re demp tion 
 of Je ru sa lem. p

The faMily’s reTurn To nazareTh
39  When  they  had com plet ed ev ery thing 
ac cord ing  to  the  law  of  the  Lord,  they 
re turned  to Gal i lee,  to  their  own  town 
 of Naz a reth. 40  The  boy  grew  up  and be
came  strong,  filled  with wis dom,  and 
 God’s  grace  was  on  him.

in his faTher’s house
41 Ev ery  year  his par ents trav eled  to Je ru
sa lem  for  the Pass over Fes ti val. 42  When 
 he  was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up 
ac cord ing  to  the cus tom  of  the fes ti val. 
43 Af ter  those  days  were  over,  as  they  were 
re turn ing,  the  boy  Jesus  stayed be hind  in 
Je ru sa lem,  but  his par ents q  did  not  know 
 it. 44 Assuming  he  was  in  the trav el ing 
par ty,  they  went  a  day’s jour ney.  Then 
 they be gan look ing  for  him  among  their 
rel a tives  and  friends. 45  When  they  did  not 
 find  him,  they re turned  to Je ru sa lem  to 
 search  for  him. 46 Af ter  three  days,  they 
 found  him  in  the tem ple sit ting  among 

 the teach ers, lis ten ing  to  them  and ask
ing  them ques tions. 47  And  all  those  who 
 heard  him  were as tound ed  at  his un der
stand ing  and  his an swers. 48  When  his 
par ents  saw  him,  they  were as ton ished, 
 and  his moth er  said  to  him, “ Son,  why 
 have  you treat ed  us  like  this?  Your fa ther 
 and  I  have  been anx ious ly search ing  for 
 you.”

49 “ Why  were  you search ing  for  me? ” 
 he  asked  them. “ Didn’t  you  know  that  it 
 was nec es sary  for  me  to  be  in  my Fa ther’s 
 house? ” r 50  But  they  did  not un der stand 
 what  he  said  to  them.

in faVor WiTh GoD anD WiTh people
51  Then  he  went  down  with  them  and 
 came  to Naz a reth  and  was obe di ent  to 
 them.  His moth er  kept  all  these  things  in 
 her  heart. 52  And  Jesus in creased  in wis
dom  and stat ure,  and  in fa vor  with  God 
 and  with peo ple.

The Messiah’s heralD

3  In  the fif teenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Ti be ri us Cae sar,  while Pon tius Pi

late  was gov er nor  of Ju dea, Her od  was 
te trarch s  of Gal i lee,  his broth er Phil ip  
te trarch  of  the re gion  of It u rea  and Trach
o ni tis,  and Ly sa ni as te trarch  of Ab i le
ne, 2 dur ing  the  high priest hood  of An
nas  and Cai a phas,  God’s  word  came  to 
 John  the  son  of Zech a ri ah  in  the wil der
ness. 3  He  went  into  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the 
Jor dan, pro claim ing  a bap tism  of re pen
tance  for  the for give ness  of  sins, 4  as  it  is 
writ ten  in  the  book  of  the  words  of  the 
proph et Isa iah:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!

 3:1-3. Apologetics. Archaeology. Extrabiblical evidence about Jesus. In Annals 15.44, Tacitus, the Roman historian, 
writes about Christians and the origin of the term “Christian.” He mentions Christ and His crucifixion at the hands of 

Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius. See also 1Jn 1:3 (p. 1389). Chain begins at Mk 14:55 (p. 1113).
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 5 Every valley will be filled,
  and every mountain and hill 

will be made low; a

  the crooked will become straight,
  the rough ways smooth,
 6 and everyone will see 

the salvation of God. b

7  He  then  said  to  the  crowds  who  came 
 out  to  be bap tized  by  him, “ Brood  of vi
pers!  Who  warned  you  to  flee  from  the 
com ing  wrath? 8 There fore pro duce  fruit 
consistent  with re pen tance.  And  don’t 
 start say ing  to your selves, ‘ We  have Abra
ham  as  our fa ther,’  for  I  tell  you  that  God 
 is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham 
 from  these  stones. 9  The  ax  is al ready  at 
 the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery  tree 
 that  doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut 
 down  and  thrown  into  the  fire.”

10 “ What  then  should  we  do? ”  the 
 crowds  were ask ing  him.

11  He re plied  to  them, “ The  one  who  has 
 two shirts  must  share  with some one  who 
 has  none,  and  the  one  who  has  food  must 
 do  the  same.”

12  Tax col lec tors  also  came  to  be bap
tized,  and  they  asked  him, “Teach er,  what 
 should  we  do? ”

13  He  told  them, “ Don’t col lect  any  more 
 than  what  you  have  been au tho rized.”

14  Some sol diers  also ques tioned  him, 
“ What  should  we  do? ”

 He  said  to  them, “ Don’t  take mon ey 
 from any one  by  force  or  false ac cu sa
tion,  and  be sat is fied  with  your wag es.”

15  Now  the peo ple  were wait ing ex pec
tant ly,  and  all  of  them  were ques tion ing 
 in  their  hearts wheth er  John  might  be 
 the Mes si ah. 16  John an swered  them  all, 
“ I bap tize  you  with wa ter,  but  one  who  is 
 more pow er ful  than  I  am  is com ing.  I  am 

 not wor thy  to un tie  the  strap  of  his san
dals.  He  will bap tize  you  with c  the  Holy 
Spir it  and  fire. 17  His win now ing shov el 
 is  in  his  hand  to  clear  his thresh ing  floor 
 and gath er  the  wheat  into  his  barn,  but 
 the  chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  that nev er 
 goes  out.” 18  Then,  along  with  many oth er 
ex hor ta tions,  he pro claimed  good  news 
 to  the peo ple. 19  But  when  John re buked 
Her od  the te trarch be cause  of He ro di as, 
 his broth er’s  wife,  and  all  the  evil  things 
 he  had  done, 20 Her od add ed  this  to ev ery
thing  else  —   he  locked  up  John  in pris on.

The bapTisM of Jesus
21  When  all  the peo ple  were bap tized, 
 Jesus  also  was bap tized.  As  he  was pray
ing, heav en  opened, 22  and  the  Holy Spir it 
de scend ed  on  him  in  a phys i cal ap pear
ance  like  a  dove.  And  a  voice  came  from 
heav en: “ You  are  my be loved  Son;  with 
 you  I  am wellpleased.”

The GenealoGy of Jesus chrisT
23  As  he be gan  his min is try,  Jesus  was 
 about thir ty  years  old  and  was  thought 
 to  be  the
  son of Joseph, son of Heli,
 24 son of Matthat, son of Levi,
  son of Melchi, son of Jannai,
  son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias,
  son of Amos, son of Nahum,
  son of Esli, son of Naggai,
 26 son of Maath, son of Mattathias,
  son of Semein, son of Josech,
  son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan,
  son of Rhesa, son of Zerubbabel,
  son of Shealtiel, son of Neri,
 28 son of Melchi, son of Addi,
  son of Cosam, son of Elmadam,
  son of Er, 29 son of Joshua,
  son of Eliezer, son of Jorim,
  son of Matthat, son of Levi,
 30 son of Simeon, son of Judah,
  son of Joseph, son of Jonam,
  son of Eliakim, 31 son of Melea,
  son of Menna, son of Mattatha,
  son of Nathan, son of David,

Deeper WaTers
BAPTIZE Appoint or name. To immerse oneself 
or be completely submerged in water. Luke 3:16 

 3:8,9. Apologetics. Hinduism. Bhakti marga: Is salvation attained by being a devout religious person? Some Jews 
believed that because they were the chosen people (biological inheritance) and because they kept the Law (religious 

inheritance) they were safe and were saved. However, John the Baptist stated that they needed something else. Culture, 
religion, and family are not enough. See also Jn 5:39,40 (p. 1176).





Apologética 1 

006100684 - $5.99

Apologética 3

006100687 - $5.99

Apologética 2

006100685 - $5.99

Apologética  4

006100688 - $5.99
Apologética 5

005800356 - $5.99

DISPONIBLE
FEBRERO 2018

MUESTRAS GRATIS EN: www.bibliadelpescador.com


