
YOU Bible Study

Sermon Series: How to Share Christ
To be used with: Our Commission
Sermon Title Possibilities: Represent Christ By Going
Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21







Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “How to Share Christ,” this sermon explains why it is now possible for every Christian to operate in Christ’s command to make disciples of all people groups. Because believers are now followers of Christ, His mission is now our mission. Our new life has an added twist. Instead of looking out for ourselves, we are now looking for those ready to become a part of God’s family. 
Introduction: After His resurrection from the dead, Christ met with His disciples to give them final inspiration and instruction. In Matthew 28:18-20, the Son of God told them that all authority has been given to Him. Having expressed His credentials, the Lord passed the spiritual torch to the disciples. He tasked them with making disciple of all nations? How? Making disciples is to be done as one is going along his or her way. Where the disciple eats, works, and plays, he or she must represent Christ by demonstrating that he or she is a new person, who has a new purpose, and a new position. 
1. You are a New Person (1 Cor. 5:16-17) 

Paul recognizes the change in his own life. Before his conversion, Paul saw Jesus Christ just like other unsaved men and women did, with a worldly perspective. Yet after coming to know the Master, Paul and every other saint cannot see or think about the Savior the same way. Before salvation, Jesus was just Mary’s son but now He is the Son of God. Before redemption, He was just a good teacher but now He is the Good Shepherd who gave His life for His sheep. 

Not only does one’s perspective change, but his or her thoughts, feelings, and desires become new. The old has passed; I was a sinner. The new has come; I am a saint. The old has passed; I was a child of the Devil. The new has come; I am a child of the King! I had an old way, reject Him, but now I have a new way, surrender to Him. As we are going, represent Christ as a new person. 

2. You have a New Purpose (1 Cor. 5:18-19)

After showing that Christians are now new people, Paul moves on to demonstrate the new purpose every saint should have. Paul avoids the excuses up front by communicating that “everything is from God.” Ezekiel wrote, “I (Yahweh) will give them integrity of heart and put a new spirit withing them; I will remove their heart of stone from their bodies and give them a heart of flesh” (Eze 11:19). As Paul and the prophet proclaimed that this new life, new name, new walk, and new talk is from Him. 
Furthermore, this God has “reconciled us to Himself through Christ.” God sent His Son to repair our broken relationship with Himself. Now believers are tasked with the same job or purpose. We have been given the ministry of reconciliation and have committed to us the message of reconciliation. As Jesus taught, He did not come for the righteous but sinners. Now Christ’s mission is now our mission. We must make disciples by going, baptizing, teaching, and knowing (Mat. 28:19-20).  

3. You have a New Position (1 Cor. 5:20-21)

Now the Apostle, specifies our new position as Christians. We are ambassadors or representatives for Christ. An ambassador is one who is living in a foreign country, who is representing his or her country of origin. Therefore, a saint is representing the affairs of Heaven while residing here on earth. We want His will or desires to be done on earth as it is in Heaven. We also speak for our King. We plead on Christ’s behalf, as one who has God pleading through us calling men, women, boys, and girls to be reconciled to God. 

With this new position, our job is also to testify of the greatness of our God. Paul declared that God made Christ, who did not know sin, to be sin for us. Isaiah proclaimed it in the Old Testament that God laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all (53:6). Christ took the blame for our sins, the pain for our sins, and bared the shame for our sins “so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” 


Conclusion: As representatives of Christ, we must let our lights shine before those in this world by living as a new person. As this new person, we cannot operate by the old agenda, which is according to the course of this world. The saint’s agenda is for the glory of God. So as we are going our new position is seen in how we talk and walk.
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