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MATTHEW
JESUS IS THE MESSIAH.  

HE CAME TO MAKE A NEW COVENANT. 

WHO WROTE THE TEXT? Matthew, the tax collector 
(also known as Levi). 

WHO IS THE AUDIENCE? Jewish Christians, possibly in 
Antioch of Syria.

WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD?  
Roman control of Palestine began, 63 BC; Herod the  
Great died, 4 BC; Rome destroys the temple in Jerusalem, 
AD 70.

WHEN WAS MATTHEW WRITTEN? AD 55–65. 

WHEN DID THE EVENTS OF MATTHEW TAKE 
PLACE? 4 BC–AD 33.

WHERE WAS MATTHEW WRITTEN? Coast of 
Phoenicia or Syria; perhaps Antioch.

WHY WAS MATTHEW WRITTEN? To reveal Jesus as the 
Messiah and the one who fulfilled prophesies. To show Jesus’s 
power and his ability to give that power to his disciples in 
order to spread the gospel.

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:  In the book of Matthew, Jesus is 
the fulfillment of Old Testament promises. He is the King 
that God’s people had been waiting for. As Matthew told the 
story of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection, he described 
Jesus as King and Messiah. Jesus reigns over all and he has 
power over everything—even death. 

Jesus FED 5,000 
MEN with five loaves 

and two fish  
(Mt 14:15–21).

Jesus and Peter 
once paid taxes with 

a coin found in a 
FISH’S MOUTH 

(Mt 17:24–27).

The name “Jesus” 
was chosen by God. 

It means “THE 
LORD SAVES” 

(Mt 1:20–21).

An angel started an 
EARTHQUAKE by 
rolling back the stone 

that sealed Jesus’s tomb 
(Mt 28:1–4).
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THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST

1  An ac count  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus 
 Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid,  the  Son  of Abra

ham:

FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID
 2 Abraham fathered Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah 

by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram,
 4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse,
 6 and Jesse fathered King David.

FROM DAVID TO THE BABYLONIAN EXILE
  David fathered Solomon 

by Uriah’s wife,
 7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa,
 8 Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,
  Joram fathered Uzziah,
 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,

 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon,
  Amon fathered Josiah,
 11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah 

and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon.

FROM THE EXILE TO THE MESSIAH
 12 After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor,
 14 Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 16 and Jacob fathered Joseph 

the husband of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called 

the Messiah.

17  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham 
 to Da vid  were four teen gen er a tions;  and 
 from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, 
four teen gen er a tions;  and  from  the ex ile 
 to Bab ylon un til  the Messiah, four teen gen
er a tions.

THE NATIVITY OF THE MESSIAH 
18  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this 
 way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had  been en
gaged  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore 
 they  came to geth er  that  she  was preg nant 
 from  the  Holy Spir it. 19  So  her hus band, 
 Jo seph, be ing  a righ teous  man,  and  not 
want ing  to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de cid ed 
 to di vorce  her se cret ly.

20  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these 
 things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to 
 him  in  a  dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da
vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  your 
 wife, be cause  what  has  been con ceived  in 
 her  is  from  the  Holy Spir it. 21  She  will  give 
 birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  name  him 
 Jesus, be cause  he  will  save  his peo ple  from 
 their  sins.”

22  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill  what 
 was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through  the 
 proph et:
 23 See, the virgin will 

become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will name him Immanuel,
 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.”

Jesus came to save us from  
our sin. He is Immanuel—God 

with us.
Matthew 1:18–23

DISCOVERING THE
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T H E  P A S T

JESUS’S BIRTH

KING DAVID

DIAGRAM OF THE  
12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL

Matthew wanted the Jewish 
people to understand that 
JESUS WAS THE 
PROMISED 
MESSIAH.  
So Matthew 
went all the 
way back to 
Abraham 
and explained 
how God had 
been faithful to the 
Jews and had 
brought Jesus to 
earth through their great big 
FAMILY TREE. From 
Abraham to Isaac to King 
David and beyond, Abraham’s 
family tree grew and grew 
until Jesus was born. 
The TIMELINE in this 
photograph was created in the 
year 1230 by Peter of Poitiers. 
Like Matthew, Peter of 
Poitiers went back many, 
many generations to record 
Jesus’s family tree and create 
this timeline of world history.

FAMILY TREE
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24  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the 
 Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He mar
ried  her 25  but  did  not  have sex u al re la tions 
 with  her un til  she  gave  birth  to  a  son.  And 
 he  named  him  Jesus.

WISE MEN VISIT THE KING

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of 
Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od,  wise 

 men  from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, 
2 say ing, “ Where  is  he  who  has  been  born 
 king  of  the  Jews?  For  we  saw  his  star  at  its 
ris ing  and  have  come  to wor ship  him.”

3  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was 
deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem  with 
 him. 4  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests 
 and  scribes  of  the peo ple  and  asked  them 
 where  the Messiah  would  be  born.

5 “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, 
“be cause  this  is  what  was writ ten  by  the 
proph et:
 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah,
  are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come 

a ruler
  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.”

7  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the 
 wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex act  time 
 the  star ap peared. 8  He  sent  them  to Beth le
hem  and  said, “ Go  and  search care ful ly  for 

 the  child.  When  you  find  him, re port  back 
 to  me  so  that  I  too  can  go  and wor ship  him.”

9 Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on 
 their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the  star  they 
 had  seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it 
 came  and  stopped  above  the  place  where 
 the  child  was. 10  When  they  saw  the  star, 
 they  were over whelmed  with  joy. 11 En ter
ing  the  house,  they  saw  the  child  with  Mary 
 his moth er,  and fall ing  to  their  knees,  they 
wor shiped  him.  Then  they  opened  their 
trea sures  and pre sent ed  him  with  gifts: 
 gold, frank in cense,  and  myrrh. 12  And be
ing  warned  in  a  dream  not  to  go  back  to 
Her od,  they re turned  to  their  own coun try 
 by an oth er  route.

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT
13 Af ter  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the  Lord 
ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, say ing, “ Get 
 up!  Take  the  child  and  his moth er,  flee  to 
 Egypt,  and  stay  there un til  I  tell  you.  For 
Her od  is  about  to  search  for  the  child  to 
 kill  him.” 14  So  he  got  up,  took  the  child  and 
 his moth er dur ing  the  night,  and es caped 
 to  Egypt. 15  He  stayed  there un til Her od’s 
 death,  so  that  what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord 
 through  the proph et  might  be ful filled:  Out 
 of  Egypt  I  called  my  Son.

THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS
16  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he  had 
 been out wit ted  by  the  wise  men,  flew  into 
 a  rage.  He  gave or ders  to mas sa cre  all  the 
 boys  in  and  around Beth le hem  who  were 
 two  years  old  and un der,  in keep ing  with 
 the  time  he  had  learned  from  the  wise  men. 
17  Then  what  was spo ken  through Jer e mi ah 
 the proph et  was ful filled:
 18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more.

THE RETURN TO NAZARETH
19 Af ter Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap
peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in  Egypt, 20 say
ing, “ Get  up,  take  the  child  and  his moth er, 
 and  go  to  the  land  of Is ra el, be cause  those 
 who in tend ed  to  kill  the  child  are  dead.” 
21  So  he  got  up,  took  the  child  and  his moth
er,  and en tered  the  land  of Is ra el. 22  But 
 when  he  heard  that Ar che la us  was rul ing 
 over Ju dea  in  place  of  his fa ther Her od,  he 
 was  afraid  to  go  there.  And be ing  warned  in 
 a  dream,  he with drew  to  the re gion  of Gal
i lee. 23  Then  he  went  and set tled  in  a  town 

Jesus, our Savior and Lord, was 
born in Bethlehem.

Matthew 1:24–25 

DISCOVERING THE
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C H A R T I N G

37–4 BC
4 BC–AD 6

4 BC–AD 34
4 BC–AD 39

AD 37–44
AD 53–93

HEROD WHO’S WHO

A HEROD is a ruler from the HERODIAN DYNASTY. King 
Herod, also known as Herod the Great, was the King of Judea 
when Jesus was born. He is one of SIX HERODS mentioned in 
the New Testament.

HEROD AGRIPPA II 

ruled over various areas north of Israel between 
AD 53–ca 93. He heard the apostle Paul‘s 
defense in Caesarea (read about it in Acts 25).

HEROD AGRIPPA I

was king between AD 37–44. He put Peter in prison 
in the book of Acts (read about it in Acts 12).

HEROD ANTIPAS 

was king between 4 BC–AD 39, reigning 
most of Jesus’s life and killing John the Baptist. 
His territory included Galilee and Perea.

HEROD PHILIP II

was king between 4 BC–AD 34 over Iturea and 
Trachonitis, northeast of the Sea of Galilee.

HEROD ARCHELAUS

was king between 4 BC–AD 6 over Judea, Samaria, 
and Idumea. He was the reason Joseph refused to 
move Mary and Jesus back to Bethlehem.

HEROD THE GREAT

was king between 37–4 BC over Judea, 
during the Christmas story.

Matthew 2 
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T H E  P A S T

MODEL OF THE 
TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM

FORTRESS AT  
MOUNT HERODION

RUINS OF 
HEROD’S FORTRESS

PALACE IN 
SEBASTIA, SAMARIA

RUINS OF THE 
PALACE AT MASADA

HIPPODROME (STADIUM) 
IN CAESAREA MARITIMA

HEROD THE GREAT ruled over Judea when Jesus was 
born. Explore some of the places he had built during his reign.

HEROD THE GREAT’S GREAT BUILDING PROJECTS
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 called Naz a reth  to ful fill  what  was spo ken 
 through  the proph ets,  that  he  would  be 
 called  a Naz a rene.

THE HERALD OF THE MESSIAH

3  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, 
preach ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju dea 

2  and say ing, “Re pent, be cause  the king dom 
 of heav en  has  come  near! ” 3  For  he  is  the 
 one spo ken  of  through  the proph et Isa iah, 
 who  said:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!

4  Now  John  had  a camelhair gar ment 
 with  a leath er  belt  around  his  waist,  and 
 his  food  was lo custs  and  wild hon ey. 
5  Then peo ple  from Je ru sa lem,  all Ju dea, 
 and  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan  were go
ing  out  to  him, 6  and  they  were bap tized  by 
 him  in  the Jor dan Riv er, con fess ing  their 
 sins.

7  When  he  saw  many  of  the Phar i sees 
 and Sad du cees com ing  to  his bap tism, 
 he  said  to  them, “ Brood  of vi pers!  Who 
 warned  you  to  flee  from  the com ing 
 wrath? 8 There fore pro duce  fruit consis
tent  with re pen tance. 9  And  don’t pre sume 
 to  say  to your selves, ‘ We  have Abra ham  as 
 our fa ther.’  For  I  tell  you  that  God  is  able  to 
 raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham  from  these 
 stones. 10  The  ax  is al ready  at  the  root  of  the 
 trees. There fore, ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t 
pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut  down  and 
 thrown  into  the  fire.

11 “ I bap tize  you  with wa ter  for re pen
tance,  but  the  one  who  is com ing af ter  me 
 is  more pow er ful  than  I.  I  am  not wor thy  to 
re move  his san dals.  He him self  will bap
tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it  and  fire. 12  His 
win now ing shov el  is  in  his  hand,  and  he 
 will  clear  his thresh ing  floor  and gath er 
 his  wheat  into  the  barn.  But  the  chaff  he 
 will  burn  with  fire  that nev er  goes  out.”

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
13  Then  Jesus  came  from Gal i lee  to  John 
 at  the Jor dan,  to  be bap tized  by  him. 14  But 
 John  tried  to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to  be 
bap tized  by  you,  and  yet  you  come  to  me? ”

15  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low  it  for  now, 
be cause  this  is  the  way  for  us  to ful fill  all 
righ teous ness.”  Then  John al lowed  him  to 
 be bap tized.

16  When  Jesus  was bap tized,  he  went  up 
im me di ate ly  from  the wa ter.  The heav ens 

F I E L D  G U I D E

JOSEPH
Jesus’s Earthly Father

STORY IN BIBLE: Matthew 1–2; 
Luke 3.

BORN: Around 30 BC.

NAME MEANING: “May He Add.” 

OCCUPATION: Carpenter.

RELATIVES: Wife—Mary. Adopted 
son—Jesus. Children–other sons and 
daughters.

CONTEMPORARY: Herod the Great.

CLAIM TO FAME: 
•  Earthly father of Jesus.
•  In the ancestral line of David.
•  Lived in Nazareth, a hilltop town in 

northern Israel.
•  Never speaks a word in the Bible.
•  Probably made furniture and farm 

tools, as houses then were made of 
stone and earth.

•  Was told in a dream to marry Mary, 
even though she was already 
pregnant.

•  Took Mary to his family’s home-
town of Bethlehem to register for 
the census.

•  Was told in a dream to take Jesus 
and Mary to Egypt to escape 
Herod.

•  Is not mentioned at all after Jesus is 
about 12 years old.
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sud den ly  opened  for  him,  and  he  saw  the 
Spir it  of  God de scend ing  like  a  dove  and 
com ing  down  on  him. 17  And  a  voice  from 
heav en  said, “ This  is  my be loved  Son,  with 
 whom  I  am wellpleased.”

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

4  Then  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir it 
 into  the wil der ness  to  be tempt ed  by 

 the dev il. 2 Af ter  he  had fast ed for ty  days 
 and for ty  nights,  he  was hun gry. 3  Then  the 
tempt er ap proached  him  and  said, “ If  you 
 are  the  Son  of  God,  tell  these  stones  to be
come  bread.”

4  He an swered, “ It  is writ ten:  Man  must 
 not  live  on  bread  alone  but  on ev ery 
 word  that  comes  from  the  mouth  of  God.”

5  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy  city, 
 had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle  of  the tem
ple, 6  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of 
 God,  throw your self  down.  For  it  is writ ten:
  He will give his angels orders 

concerning you,
  and they will support you 

with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.”

7  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writ ten:  Do  not 
 test  the  Lord  your  God.”

8  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very 
 high moun tain  and  showed  him  all  the 
king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen
dor. 9  And  he  said  to  him, “ I  will  give  you 

We should worship Jesus.
Matthew 2:1–15,19–23

DISCOVERING THE

C R E AT I O N HOW FAR IS 800 MILES? IT WOULD TAKE:

NEW YORK CITY
TO CHICAGO
790 MILES

267 HOURS  
TO WALK

53 HOURS 
TO BIKE

32 HOURS 
TO RIDE ON 
CAMELBACK

2 HOURS
 TO FLY 

ON A PLANE

The wise men traveled about 800 MILES to find Jesus.

ROADTRIP! 
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 all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and 
wor ship  me.”

10  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, Sa tan! 
 For  it  is writ ten: Wor ship  the  Lord  your 
 God,  and  serve  only  him.”

11  Then  the dev il  left  him,  and an gels  came 
 and be gan  to  serve  him.

MINISTRY IN GALILEE
12  When  he  heard  that  John  had  been ar
rest ed,  he with drew  into Gal i lee. 13  He  left 
Naz a reth  and  went  to  live  in Ca per na um  by 
 the  sea,  in  the re gion  of Zeb u lun  and Naph
ta li. 14  This  was  to ful fill  what  was spo ken 
 through  the proph et Isa iah:
 15 Land of Zebulun and land 

of Naphtali,
  along the road by the sea, 

beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles.
 16 The people who live in darkness
  have seen a great light,
  and for those living in the land 

of the shadow of death,
  a light has dawned.
17  From  then  on  Jesus be gan  to  preach, “Re
pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav en  has 
 come  near.”

THE FIRST DISCIPLES
18  As  he  was walk ing  along  the  Sea  of Gal
i lee,  he  saw  two broth ers, Si mon ( who  is 
 called Pe ter),  and  his broth er An drew.  They 
 were cast ing  a  net  into  the  sea  —   for  they 
 were fish er men. 19 “Fol low  me,”  he  told 
 them, “ and  I  will  make  you  fish  for peo ple.” 
20 Im me di ate ly  they  left  their  nets  and fol
lowed  him.

21 Go ing  on  from  there,  he  saw  two oth er 
broth ers,  James  the  son  of Zeb e dee,  and 

John told people the Messiah 
was coming.
Matthew 3:1–17

DISCOVERING THE

T H E  P A S T

The Nebra sky disk was discovered in Germany in 1999, and it 
is estimated to be over 3,600 YEARS OLD! The disk shows 
the sun, moon, and a few constellations. Researchers think 
this artifact is the OLDEST DEPICTION of the cosmos ever 
discovered.
More than 1,000 YEARS AFTER this disk was created, 
people, like the wise men in 
Matthew 2, were still trying 
to learn all they could 
about our galaxy. 
Because the wise 
men were paying 
such close 
attention to the 
sky, they 
immediately 
noticed and 
followed the new, 
special star that had 
appeared.

NEBRA SKY DISK
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 his broth er  John.  They  were  in  a  boat  with 
Zeb e dee  their fa ther, pre par ing  their  nets, 
 and  he  called  them. 22 Im me di ate ly  they 
 left  the  boat  and  their fa ther  and fol lowed 
 him.

TEACHING, PREACHING, AND HEALING
23  Now  Jesus be gan  to  go  all  over Gal i lee, 
teach ing  in  their syn a gogues, preach ing 
 the  good  news  of  the king dom,  and heal
ing ev ery dis ease  and sick ness  among  the 
peo ple. 24  Then  the  news  about  him  spread 
through out Syr ia.  So  they  brought  to  him  all 
 those  who  were afflicted,  those suffer ing 
 from var i ous dis eas es  and in tense  pains, 
 the demonpossessed,  the ep i lep tics,  and 
 the par a lyt ics.  And  he  healed  them. 25  Large 
 crowds fol lowed  him  from Gal i lee,  the De
cap o lis, Je ru sa lem, Ju dea,  and be yond  the 
Jor dan.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

5  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up 
 on  the moun tain,  and af ter  he  sat  down, 

 his dis ci ples  came  to  him. 2  Then  he be gan 
 to  teach  them, say ing:

THE BEATITUDES
 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the humble,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called sons of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

11 “ You  are  blessed  when  they in sult  you 
 and per se cute  you  and false ly  say ev ery 
 kind  of  evil  against  you be cause  of  me. 12  Be 
 glad  and re joice, be cause  your re ward  is 
 great  in heav en.  For  that  is  how  they per
se cut ed  the proph ets  who  were be fore  you.

BELIEVERS ARE SALT AND LIGHT
13 “ You  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the 
 salt  should  lose  its  taste,  how  can  it  be  made 
 salty?  It’s  no lon ger  good  for any thing  but 

F I E L D  G U I D E

JESUS CHRIST
The Promised Messiah

STORY IN BIBLE: Books of Matthew; 
Mark; Luke; John.

BORN: Around 5 BC in Bethlehem.

NAME MEANING: “The Lord Is 
Salvation.”

OCCUPATIONS: Craftsman, rabbi, 
traveling preacher.

RELATIVES: Adoptive Father— 
Joseph. Mother—Mary. Brother—
James, among others.

CONTEMPORARIES: King Herod, 
Pontius Pilate, the disciples including 
Peter, James, John.

CLAIM TO FAME: 
•  Perfect and eternal Son of God, 

Savior of the world.
•  Descendant from the line of David.
•  Fulfills more than 100 Old 

Testament prophecies about the 
promised Messiah, including the 
“Suffering Servant” in Isaiah.

•  Began his public ministry at the age 
of 30.

•  First miracle was changing water 
into wine at a wedding.

•  Raised three people from the dead.
•  Although sinless, convicted of a 

capital crime and punished by 
death on a Roman cross.

•  Was raised from the dead on the 
third day.

•  Spent 40 days with his followers 
after his resurrection before 
ascending into heaven.
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T H E  P A S T

In Bible times, Galilean fishermen  
usually used SMALL BOATS to 
catch fish. Galilean fishing 
boats generally had 
one mast and sail and 
were equipped with 
nets, spears, and lines 
with hooks to help the 
fishermen with their 
catch. Peter and Andrew 
were likely using a boat 
like this one when Jesus 
called them to 
FOLLOW HIM.

GALILEAN BOAT

In 1986, while the 
water in the Sea of 
Galilee was very low, two brothers 
spotted the remains of an ANCIENT 
FISHING BOAT. The boat was 
covered with mud, which had 
prevented it from decomposing.
Rescuing the boat from the mud 
without damaging it (and before the 
water in the lake rose again!) was a 
challenge. It took 12 DAYS AND 
NIGHTS. Scientists carefully dug the 
boat out of the mud and filled it with 
POLYURETHANE FOAM. The foam 
acted like a cocoon that protected it so 
it could be moved to a museum. 
For the next seven years, the boat 
soaked in a special “bathtub” filled 
with chemicals that would 
PRESERVE it. It’s now on display at 
the Yigal Alon Museum in Kibbutz 
Ginosar, Israel.
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 to  be  thrown  out  and tram pled un der peo
ple’s  feet.

14 “ You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city 
sit u at ed  on  a  hill can not  be hid den. 15  No 
 one  lights  a  lamp  and  puts  it un der  a bas ket, 
 but rath er  on  a lamp stand,  and  it  gives  light 
 for  all  who  are  in  the  house. 16  In  the  same 
 way,  let  your  light  shine  be fore oth ers,  so 
 that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  give 
glo ry  to  your Fa ther  in heav en.

CHRIST FULFILLS THE LAW
17 “ Don’t  think  that  I  came  to abol ish  the  Law 
 or  the Proph ets.  I  did  not  come  to abol ish 
 but  to ful fill. 18  For tru ly  I  tell  you, un til heav
en  and  earth  pass  away,  not  the small est let
ter  or  one  stroke  of  a let ter  will  pass  away 
 from  the  law un til  all  things  are ac com
plished. 19 There fore, who ev er  breaks  one 
 of  the  least  of  these com mands  and teach es 
oth ers  to  do  the  same  will  be  called  least  in 
 the king dom  of heav en.  But who ev er  does 
 and teach es  these com mands  will  be  called 
 great  in  the king dom  of heav en. 20  For  I  tell 
 you, un less  your righ teous ness sur pass es 
 that  of  the  scribes  and Phar i sees,  you  will 
nev er  get  into  the king dom  of heav en.

MURDER BEGINS IN THE HEART
21 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our 
an ces tors,  Do  not mur der,  and who ev er 
mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. 22  But 
 I  tell  you, ev ery one  who  is an gry  with  his 

broth er  or sis ter  will  be sub ject  to judg
ment. Who ev er in sults  his broth er  or sis ter 
 will  be sub ject  to  the  court. Who ev er  says, 
‘ You  fool! ’  will  be sub ject  to hellfire. 23  So  if 
 you  are offer ing  your  gift  on  the al tar,  and 
 there  you re mem ber  that  your broth er  or 
sis ter  has some thing  against  you, 24  leave 
 your  gift  there  in  front  of  the al tar.  First 
 go  and  be rec on ciled  with  your broth er  or 
sis ter,  and  then  come  and offer  your  gift. 
25  Reach  a set tle ment quick ly  with  your ad
ver sary  while  you’re  on  the  way  with  him 
 to  the  court,  or  your ad ver sary  will  hand 
 you  over  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  to  the 
offi cer,  and  you  will  be  thrown  into pris on. 
26 Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you  will nev er  get  out  of 
 there un til  you  have  paid  the  last pen ny.

ADULTERY BEGINS IN THE HEART
27 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do  not 
com mit adul tery. 28  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one 
 who  looks  at  a wom an lust ful ly  has al ready 
com mit ted adul tery  with  her  in  his  heart. 
29  If  your  right  eye caus es  you  to  sin,  gouge 
 it  out  and  throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter  that 
 you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your  body  than 
 for  your  whole  body  to  be  thrown  into  hell. 
30  And  if  your  right  hand caus es  you  to  sin, 
 cut  it  off  and  throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter 
 that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your  body 
 than  for  your  whole  body  to  go  into  hell.

DIVORCE PRACTICES CENSURED
31 “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es  his 
 wife  must  give  her  a writ ten no tice  of 
di vorce. 32  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who di
vorc es  his  wife, ex cept  in  a  case  of sex u al 
im mo ral i ty, caus es  her  to com mit adul tery. 
 And who ev er mar ries  a di vorced wom an 
com mits adul tery.

TELL THE TRUTH
33 “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to 
 our an ces tors,   You  must  not  break  your 
 oath,  but  you  must  keep  your  oaths  to 
 the  Lord. 34  But  I  tell  you,  don’t  take  an  oath 
 at  all: ei ther  by heav en, be cause  it  is  God’s 
 throne; 35  or  by  the  earth, be cause  it  is  his 
foot stool;  or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause  it  is  the 
 city  of  the  great  King. 36  Do  not  swear  by 
 your  head, be cause  you can not  make  a sin
gle  hair  white  or  black. 37  But  let  your ‘ yes’ 
 mean ‘ yes,’  and  your ‘ no’  mean ‘ no.’ Any
thing  more  than  this  is  from  the  evil  one.

GO THE SECOND MILE
38 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An  eye 
 for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. 39  But 

Jesus called twelve men, the 
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 I  tell  you,  don’t re sist  an evil do er.  On  the 
con trary,  if any one  slaps  you  on  your  right 
 cheek,  turn  the oth er  to  him  also. 40  As  for 
 the  one  who  wants  to  sue  you  and  take 
 away  your shirt,  let  him  have  your  coat  as 
 well. 41  And  if any one forc es  you  to  go  one 
 mile,  go  with  him  two. 42  Give  to  the  one 
 who  asks  you,  and  don’t  turn  away  from 
 the  one  who  wants  to bor row  from  you.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
43 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Love 
 your neigh bor  and  hate  your en e my. 
44  But  I  tell  you,  love  your en e mies  and 
 pray  for  those  who per se cute  you, 45  so 
 that  you  may  be chil dren  of  your Fa ther 
 in heav en.  For  he caus es  his  sun  to  rise  on 
 the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  rain  on 
 the righ teous  and  the un righ teous. 46  For 
 if  you  love  those  who  love  you,  what re
ward  will  you  have?  Don’t  even  the  tax 
col lec tors  do  the  same? 47  And  if  you  greet 
 only  your broth ers  and sis ters,  what  are 
 you do ing  out  of  the or di nary?  Don’t  even 
 the Gen tiles  do  the  same? 48  Be per fect, 
there fore,  as  your heav en ly Fa ther  is per
fect.

HOW TO GIVE

6 “ Be care ful  not  to prac tice  your righ
teous ness  in  front  of oth ers  to  be  seen 

 by  them. Oth er wise,  you  have  no re ward 
 with  your Fa ther  in heav en. 2  So when
ev er  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  sound  a 
trum pet be fore  you,  as  the hyp o crites  do 
 in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  streets,  to 
 be applauded  by peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you, 
 they  have  their re ward. 3  But  when  you 
 give  to  the  poor,  don’t  let  your  left  hand 
 know  what  your  right  hand  is do ing, 4  so 
 that  your giv ing  may  be  in se cret.  And  your 
Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you.

HOW TO PRAY
5 “When ev er  you  pray,  you  must  not  be  like 
 the hyp o crites, be cause  they  love  to  pray 
stand ing  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the 
 street cor ners  to  be  seen  by peo ple. Tru ly  I 
 tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. 6  But  when 
 you  pray,  go  into  your pri vate  room,  shut 
 your  door,  and  pray  to  your Fa ther  who 
 is  in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in 
se cret  will re ward  you. 7  When  you  pray, 
 don’t bab ble  like  the Gen tiles,  since  they 
imag ine they’ll  be  heard  for  their  many 
 words. 8  Don’t  be  like  them, be cause  your 
Fa ther  knows  the  things  you  need be fore 
 you  ask  him.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
9 “There fore,  you  should  pray  like  this:
  Our Father in heaven,
  your name be honored as holy.
 10 Your kingdom come.
  Your will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 13 And do not bring us into temptation,
  but deliver us from the evil one.

14 “ For  if  you for give oth ers  their of
fenses,  your heav en ly Fa ther  will for give 
 you  as  well. 15  But  if  you  don’t for give oth ers, 
 your Fa ther  will  not for give  your offenses.

HOW TO FAST
16 “When ev er  you  fast,  don’t  be  gloomy  like 
 the hyp o crites.  For  they disfigure  their fac
es  so  that  their fast ing  is ob vi ous  to peo
ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. 
17  But  when  you  fast,  put  oil  on  your  head 
 and  wash  your  face, 18  so  that  your fast ing 
 isn’t ob vi ous  to oth ers  but  to  your Fa ther 
 who  is  in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees 
 in se cret  will re ward  you.

GOD AND POSSESSIONS
19 “ Don’t  store  up  for your selves trea sures 
 on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust de stroy  and 
 where  thieves  break  in  and  steal. 20  But 
 store  up  for your selves trea sures  in heav en, 

Jesus taught his followers how 
to love and obey God.
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 where nei ther  moth  nor  rust de stroys,  and 
 where  thieves  don’t  break  in  and  steal. 
21  For  where  your trea sure  is,  there  your 
 heart  will  be  also.

22 “ The  eye  is  the  lamp  of  the  body.  If  your 
 eye  is  healthy,  your  whole  body  will  be  full 
 of  light. 23  But  if  your  eye  is  bad,  your  whole 
 body  will  be  full  of dark ness.  So  if  the  light 
with in  you  is dark ness,  how  deep  is  that 
dark ness!

24 “ No  one  can  serve  two mas ters,  since 
ei ther  he  will  hate  one  and  love  the oth er, 
 or  he  will  be de vot ed  to  one  and de spise 
 the oth er.  You can not  serve  both  God  and 
mon ey.

THE CURE FOR ANXIETY
25 “There fore  I  tell  you:  Don’t wor ry  about 
 your  life,  what  you  will  eat  or  what  you 
 will  drink;  or  about  your  body,  what  you 
 will  wear.  Isn’t  life  more  than  food  and  the 
 body  more  than cloth ing? 26 Con sid er  the 
 birds  of  the  sky:  They  don’t  sow  or  reap  or 
gath er  into  barns,  yet  your heav en ly Fa ther 
 feeds  them.  Aren’t  you  worth  more  than 
 they? 27  Can  any  of  you  add  one mo ment  to 
 his life span  by wor ry ing? 28  And  why  do 
 you wor ry  about  clothes? Ob serve  how  the 
wildflowers  of  the  field  grow:  They  don’t 
la bor  or  spin  thread. 29  Yet  I  tell  you  that 
 not  even Sol o mon  in  all  his splen dor  was 
 adorned  like  one  of  these. 30  If  that’s  how 
 God  clothes  the  grass  of  the  field,  which 
 is  here to day  and  thrown  into  the fur nace 
to mor row,  won’t  he  do  much  more  for  you  
—   you  of lit tle  faith? 31  So  don’t wor ry, say
ing, ‘ What  will  we  eat? ’  or ‘ What  will  we 
 drink? ’  or ‘ What  will  we  wear? ’ 32  For  the 
Gen tiles ea ger ly  seek  all  these  things,  and 
 your heav en ly Fa ther  knows  that  you  need 
 them. 33  But  seek  first  the king dom  of  God 
 and  his righ teous ness,  and  all  these  things 
 will  be pro vid ed  for  you. 34 There fore  don’t 
wor ry  about to mor row, be cause to mor
row  will wor ry  about it self.  Each  day  has 
 enough trou ble  of  its  own.

DO NOT JUDGE

7 “ Do  not  judge,  so  that  you  won’t  be 
 judged. 2  For  you  will  be  judged  by  the 

 same stan dard  with  which  you  judge oth
ers,  and  you  will  be mea sured  by  the  same 
mea sure  you  use. 3  Why  do  you  look  at  the 
splinter  in  your broth er’s  eye  but  don’t no
tice  the  beam  of  wood  in  your  own  eye? 4  Or 
 how  can  you  say  to  your broth er, ‘ Let  me 
 take  the splinter  out  of  your  eye,’  and  look, 
 there’s  a  beam  of  wood  in  your  own  eye? 

C R E AT I O N

THERE ARE 
NEARLY 1,000 
LIGHTHOUSES 
IN THE UNITED 

STATES.

THE TALLEST 
LIGHTHOUSE IN 

THE WORLD IS IN 
JEDDAH, SAUDI 

ARABIA. IT IS 437 
FEET TALL!

LIGHTHOUSE

Lighthouses 
are TALL 
buildings 
with beacon 

lights on top. Located near the sea, 
lighthouses help people on boats stay 
SAFE—especially at nighttime or 
during storms. Why did Jesus say we 
should be a light? Here are some fun 
facts about lighthouses.



1055 Matthew 7 –8 

5 Hyp o crite!  First  take  the  beam  of  wood  out 
 of  your  eye,  and  then  you  will  see clear ly 
 to  take  the splinter  out  of  your broth er’s 
 eye. 6  Don’t  give  what  is  holy  to  dogs  or  toss 
 your  pearls be fore  pigs,  or  they  will tram ple 
 them un der  their  feet,  turn,  and  tear  you 
 to  pieces.

ASK, SEARCH, KNOCK
7 “ Ask,  and  it  will  be giv en  to  you.  Seek,  and 
 you  will  find.  Knock,  and  the  door  will  be 
 opened  to  you. 8  For ev ery one  who  asks re
ceives,  and  the  one  who  seeks  finds,  and 
 to  the  one  who  knocks,  the  door  will  be 
 opened. 9  Who  among  you,  if  his  son  asks 
 him  for  bread,  will  give  him  a  stone? 10  Or 
 if  he  asks  for  a  fish,  will  give  him  a  snake? 
11  If  you  then,  who  are  evil,  know  how  to 
 give  good  gifts  to  your chil dren,  how  much 
 more  will  your Fa ther  in heav en  give  good 
 things  to  those  who  ask  him. 12 There fore, 
what ev er  you  want oth ers  to  do  for  you,  do 
 also  the  same  for  them,  for  this  is  the  Law 
 and  the Proph ets.

ENTERING THE KINGDOM
13 “En ter  through  the nar row  gate.  For  the 
 gate  is  wide  and  the  road  broad  that  leads 
 to de struc tion,  and  there  are  many  who  go 
 through  it. 14  How nar row  is  the  gate  and 
diffi cult  the  road  that  leads  to  life,  and  few 
 find  it.

15 “ Be  on  your  guard  against  false proph
ets  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s cloth ing 
 but in ward ly  are rav ag ing  wolves. 16  You’ll 
rec og nize  them  by  their  fruit.  Are  grapes 
gath ered  from thorn bush es  or  figs  from 
this tles? 17  In  the  same  way, ev ery  good  tree 
pro duc es  good  fruit,  but  a  bad  tree pro duc
es  bad  fruit. 18  A  good  tree  can’t pro duce 
 bad  fruit; nei ther  can  a  bad  tree pro duce 
 good  fruit. 19 Ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t pro
duce  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and  thrown 
 into  the  fire. 20  So  you’ll rec og nize  them  by 
 their  fruit.

21 “ Not ev ery one  who  says  to  me, ‘ Lord, 
 Lord,’  will en ter  the king dom  of heav en,  but 
 only  the  one  who  does  the  will  of  my Fa ther 
 in heav en. 22  On  that  day  many  will  say  to 
 me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,  didn’t  we proph e sy  in  your 
 name,  drive  out de mons  in  your  name,  and 
 do  many mir a cles  in  your  name? ’ 23  Then  I 
 will an nounce  to  them, ‘ I nev er  knew  you. 
De part  from  me,  you law break ers! ’

THE TWO FOUNDATIONS
24 “There fore, ev ery one  who  hears  these 
 words  of  mine  and  acts  on  them  will  be 

 like  a  wise  man  who  built  his  house  on  the 
 rock. 25  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose,  and 
 the  winds  blew  and pound ed  that  house. 
 Yet  it  didn’t col lapse, be cause  its foun da
tion  was  on  the  rock. 26  But ev ery one  who 
 hears  these  words  of  mine  and  doesn’t  act 
 on  them  will  be  like  a fool ish  man  who  built 
 his  house  on  the  sand. 27  The  rain  fell,  the 
riv ers  rose,  the  winds  blew  and pound ed 
 that  house,  and  it col lapsed.  It col lapsed 
 with  a  great  crash.”

28  When  Jesus  had fin ished say ing  these 
 things,  the  crowds  were as ton ished  at  his 
teach ing, 29 be cause  he  was teach ing  them 
 like  one  who  had au thor i ty,  and  not  like 
 their  scribes.

A MAN CLEANSED

8  When  he  came  down  from  the moun
tain,  large  crowds fol lowed  him. 2  Right 

 away  a  man  with lep ro sy  came  up  and  knelt 
be fore  him, say ing, “ Lord,  if  you  are will ing, 
 you  can  make  me  clean.”

3 Reach ing  out  his  hand,  Jesus  touched 
 him, say ing, “ I  am will ing;  be  made  clean.” 
Im me di ate ly  his lep ro sy  was  cleansed. 
4  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ See  that  you  don’t  tell 
any one;  but  go,  show your self  to  the  priest, 
 and offer  the  gift  that Mo ses com mand ed, 
 as  a tes ti mo ny  to  them.”

A CENTURION’S FAITH
5  When  he en tered Ca per na um,  a cen tu ri on 
 came  to  him, plead ing  with  him, 6 “ Lord,  my 

Jesus has power over 
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ser vant  is ly ing  at  home par a lyzed,  in ter ri
ble ag o ny.”

7  He  said  to  him, “ Am  I  to  come  and  heal 
 him? ”

8 “ Lord,”  the cen tu ri on re plied, “ I  am  not 
wor thy  to  have  you  come un der  my  roof. 
 But  just  say  the  word,  and  my ser vant  will  be 
 healed. 9  For  I  too  am  a  man un der au thor i ty, 
hav ing sol diers un der  my com mand.  I  say  to 
 this  one, ‘ Go,’  and  he  goes;  and  to an oth er, 
‘ Come,’  and  he  comes;  and  to  my ser vant, 
‘ Do  this! ’  and  he  does  it.”

10 Hear ing  this,  Jesus  was  amazed  and 
 said  to  those fol low ing  him, “Tru ly  I  tell  you, 
 I  have  not  found any one  in Is ra el  with  so 
 great  a  faith. 11  I  tell  you  that  many  will  come 
 from  east  and  west  to  share  the ban quet  with 
Abra ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob  in  the king dom  of 
heav en. 12  But  the  sons  of  the king dom  will 
 be  thrown  into  the out er dark ness  where 
 there  will  be weep ing  and gnash ing  of  teeth.” 
13  Then  Jesus  told  the cen tu ri on, “ Go.  As  you 
 have be lieved,  let  it  be  done  for  you.”  And  his 
ser vant  was  healed  that  very mo ment.

HEALINGS AT CAPERNAUM
14  Jesus  went  into Pe ter’s  house  and  saw 
 his motherinlaw ly ing  in  bed  with  a fe ver. 

15  So  he  touched  her  hand,  and  the fe ver  left 
 her.  Then  she  got  up  and be gan  to  serve 
 him. 16  When eve ning  came,  they  brought 
 to  him  many  who  were demonpossessed. 
 He  drove  out  the spir its  with  a  word  and 
 healed  all  who  were  sick, 17  so  that  what  was 
spo ken  through  the proph et Isa iah  might 
 be ful filled:
  He himself took our weaknesses
  and carried our diseases.

THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
18  When  Jesus  saw  a  large  crowd  around 
 him,  he  gave  the or der  to  go  to  the oth er 
 side  of  the  sea. 19  A  scribe ap proached  him 
 and  said, “Teach er,  I  will fol low  you wher
ev er  you  go.”

20  Jesus  told  him, “Fox es  have  dens,  and 
 birds  of  the  sky  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
 Man  has  no  place  to  lay  his  head.”

21 “ Lord,” an oth er  of  his dis ci ples  said, 
“ first  let  me  go  bury  my fa ther.”

22  But  Jesus  told  him, “Fol low  me,  and  let 
 the  dead  bury  their  own  dead.”

WIND AND WAVES OBEY JESUS
23  As  he  got  into  the  boat,  his dis ci ples fol lowed 
 him. 24 Sud den ly,  a vi o lent  storm  arose  on  the 
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