JANUARY BIBLE STUDY 2020
JEREMIAH - FAITHFUL TO THE MISSION
PREACHING GUIDE


Your congregation may be hesitant about the relevance of an Old Testament prophet. Many will think prophets were men who predicted the future. However, they were God’s preachers in that era. They addressed some of the same issues encountered by people today.

Introductory Sermon
Sermon Title: Chosen by God for a Purpose
Text: Jeremiah 1:1-3
Focus: The historical facts in the first three verses reveal how God prepared Jeremiah for his prophetic ministry in a specific historical time. God has worked in our background to prepare us for our assignment in serving Him.

Introduction:
Of the billions of snowflakes, scientists tell us no two are exactly alike. Nor are any two believers identical. Each of us is unique, specially chosen by God for His service

1. We Each Have a Unique Assignment (1:1a)
A. God called Jeremiah to be a prophet.
B. God has a task He wants you to do (see Eph. 4:11-13).

2. We Each Have a Unique Background (1:1b)
A. Jeremiah’s early life prepared him for his assignment.
(1) The small, rural town of Anathoth exposed him to valuable lessons of nature.
(2) Being reared in a priestly family taught him the Law of Moses.
(3) Living in the tribal area of Benjamin exposed him to the prophetic teachings of Amos and Hosea.
(4) The close proximity of Anathoth to Jerusalem kept him informed of world events.
B. Your life experiences have prepared you to carry out your assignment.

3. We Each Have a Unique Domain (1:2-3)
A. Jeremiah preached during a crucial era of Judah’s history.
B. God has put you in this time and this place to complete your assigned task.


Chapter 1: Understanding His Call (1:1‑19)
Sermon Title: “Do Not Say …”
Text: Jeremiah 1:4-19
Focus: Jeremiah objected to God’s call because he thought he was too young. Our excuses are invalid because God is greater than our weaknesses.

Introduction:
Frequently we are reluctant to do the tasks God calls us to perform. We can take certain steps that will enable us to complete the mission God desires us to do.

1. Do Not Underestimate Your Potential (1:6-8)
A. Jeremiah thought he was too young (v. 6). 
B. Success comes from God’s provision, not our talent (vv. 7-8).

2. Listen To God Meticulously (1:9-10)
A. God detailed His endowment for Jeremiah’s mission.
B. Listen to God’s promises carefully.

3. Trust God Fully (1:11-19)
A. God reassured Jeremiah with two visions (vv. 11-18).
B. God will be present with you (v. 19).

Conclusion:
What does God want me to do today? What has been my excuse?

Chapter 2: Courage to Tell (26:1-24)
Sermon Title: Ichabod: Could It Happen Here?
Text: Jeremiah 26:1-24 (7:1-34)
Focus: God gave Jeremiah the courage to challenge people’s misplaced trust. People seek safety in many things, but do not trust in Jesus for eternal security. Christians need the courage to share God’s truth with such people.

Introduction:
Ichabod is a funny sounding name. Most people associate it with the protagonist in Washington Irving’s short story, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” However, it is a biblical name that means “the glory has departed.” It is from the narrative of the capture of the ark of the covenant and the destruction of the sanctuary at Shiloh (1 Sam. 4:1-22).

1. Courage to Speak God’s Truth Without Compromise (26:1-6)
A. Jeremiah condemned the evil lifestyles of those individuals attending the temple.
B. If we modify what God says we become false prophets.

2. Courage to Speak God’s Truth in the Face of Strong Opposition (26:7-15)
A. Those who heard Jeremiah craved to kill him.
B. God’s truth might not be popular.

3. Courage to Speak God’s Truth in Love (26:16-24) 
A. Jeremiah’s primary objective was the people’s repentance. Throughout this episode, he was more concerned about their welfare than his own fate. This love for the people of Judah changed the opinion of the crowd and gained him support within the government. In contrast, Uriah’s fear for his own safety caused him to abandon the people.
B. The sinners to whom you speak are the people for whom Christ died.

Conclusion:
God destroyed Shiloh because His people did not live as He commanded (1 Sam. 4). Later the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem because God’s people refused to live as God commanded. Once again God would destroy Jerusalem because His people would not repent (Luke 19:41‑44). Unless we (churches) conform to God’s instructions for life, God could “come … and remove [our] lampstand” (Rev. 2:5).
Chapter 3: Judgment and Hope (29:1–31:40)
Sermon One Title: I Didn’t Count on That!
Text: Jeremiah 29:1–31:40
Focus: God judges sin, but He offers hope of restoration at the same time.

Introduction: 
An optimist sees the glass as half full. A pessimist sees it as half empty. Both occupy a middle ground. At the extreme ends of the spectrum are those who can only see a full glass or an empty glass. Regrettably, too many people’s perspective of God tends to the extremes. The doomsayer perceives God as eager to annihilate humanity for the slightest infraction of His law. The utopian believes God to be a senile grandfather who overlooks all but the most heinous crimes. Neither is true to God’s character as revealed in Scripture. God does not overlook a single violation of His will, but neither does He seek human torture. God judges all sin, but He offers hope to those individuals who turn to Him in faith.

1. Clarify Your Situation (29:1-32)
A. The exiles would stay in Babylon for a long time.
B. Separate reality from wishful thinking.

2. Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff (30:1-24)
A. The exiles’s struggles in Babylon were only temporary.
(1) God gives hope when its hopeless.
(2) God does the impossible.
B. Determine God’s priorities and then pursue them.

3. Trust in God’s Promise (31:1-40)
A. Sorrow turned to joy (vv. 1-30)
(1) 
God keeps His word (compare vv. 27-28 with 1:9-10).
(2) Accept responsibility for doing wrong (vv. 29-30).
B. Enter into God’s New Covenant (31:31-34)


Sermon Two Title: God’s New Covenant
Text: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Focus: The promised new covenant contrasts with the existing old covenant in several ways:

1. In Its Guarantee 
A. Both covenants were rooted in God’s intervention in human history.
(1) The old covenant was rooted in the exodus out of Egyptian slavery.
(2) The new covenant is rooted in the death and resurrection of Christ.
B. The success of the new covenant is guaranteed by God, not human compliance.

2. In Its Grace
A. The new covenant is the ultimate expression of grace.
B. 
Divine forgiveness is experienced by the sinner, not taught by religious clerics.

3. In Its Application
A. The old covenant required obedience of a set of rules engraved in stone and stored in an unapproachable space.
B. The compulsion to keep the new covenant comes from God’s transformation of an individual’s heart, not from obeying words engraved on a stone tablet.

4. In Its Permanence
A. The old covenant was broken repeatedly.
B. The new covenant is enduring.
C. God personally guarantees the results of an individual relationship with Him.


Chapter 4: The Problem with Promises (34:1-22)
Sermon Title: Promises Are Not Just Words
Text: Jeremiah 34:1-22
Focus: Broken promises lead to greater judgment.

Introduction: 
Has anyone ever broken a promise they made to you? How did it make you feel? Have you ever broken a promise to someone? What were the consequences? Broken promises produce emotional pain and have real consequences. 

1. Our Destiny Rests in God’s Hands (34:1-7)
A. Despite the expectation that Zedekiah would die if Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem, God promised the king would die peacefully at a later date.
B. Jeremiah’s prophecy to Zedekiah exhibits God sovereignty over individuals.
C. God will judge each individual.

2. Our Destiny Depends upon Our Heart (34:8-16)
A. The citizens of Jerusalem emancipated their slaves in an elaborate ceremony.
(1) At the first opportunity they returned those they freed back into slavery.
(2) The people’s obedience was based on fear of the Babylonian army, not devotion to God and His Word.
B. We will choose or reject God’s will.

3. Our Destiny Corresponds to Our Deeds (34:17-22)
A. Because they did not keep their word and did not obey God’s Word, the citizens of Jerusalem suffered a ghastly siege; the city was destroyed and remained uninhabited for the next fifty years.
B. A right relationship with God results in godly behavior.



Chapter 5: The Faithful Honored (35:1-19)
Sermon Title: Fidelity to Our Covenant
Text: Jeremiah 35:1-19
Focus: The terms of our covenant with God are binding upon us.

Introduction: 
American colonists celebrated two great heroes during the American Revolution, George Washington and Benedict Arnold. The contribution of Washington is well known. On the other hand, celebrating Arnold as a hero surprises modern Americans. Nevertheless, during the early years of the war Arnold earned a reputation as a great soldier. In 1775, he shared in the capture of Fort Ticonderoga. In 1776, he thwarted a British plan to isolate the northern colonies at the Battle of Lake Champlain. In 1777, Arnold had a crucial role in the decisive victory at Saratoga. What happened? Fueled by ambition and greed, he switched sides in 1780. Benedict Arnold is now synonymous with treason. Washington remained faithful to the goal of independence. He is honored as “the father of his country.”

1. Temptation (35:1-5)
A. Jeremiah offered wine to the Rechabites.
B. All believers face temptation (1 Cor. 10:13).

2. Faithfulness (35:6-11)
A. The Rechabites declined the wine.
B. Believers should rejoice when faced with temptation (Jas. 1:2-4).

3. Treachery (35:12-17)
A. The citizens of Judah rejected the prophets who spoke God’s message.
B. Believers will find guidance in the Bible when faced with temptation (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

4. Honor (35:18-19)
A. God promised a noble future to the Rechabites.
B. Believers will receive God’s esteem for faithful service (2 Tim. 4:7-8).



Chapter 6: God’s Eternal Word (36:1-32) 
Sermon Title: Burning the Bible
Text: Jeremiah 36:1-32
Focus: God is watching over His Word to preserve it.

Introduction: 
The first English version of the New Testament was published in 1526. William Tyndale translated it from the Greek text. It was printed in Germany and smuggled into England. Cuthbert Tunstall, the bishop of London, presided over burning the New Testaments.

1. The God of the Bible Communicates with Humanity
A. God speaks to people in a variety of ways.
(1) He spoke to Jehoiakim through a godly father (v. 9, see 2 Kings 22–23).
(2) He spoke to Jehoiakim through trouble (see Jer. 25–26).
(3) He spoke to Jehoiakim through the written word (vv. 10-21).
B. God will speak to you when you read the Bible.

2. The Primary Purpose of the Bible Is to Transform Lives 
A. God will judge those who show contempt for God’s Word by rejecting it.
B. God will transform those who respond to God’s Word by accepting it.

3. Though the Bible Can Be Rejected—And Copies of it Destroyed—it Cannot Be Invalidated (vv. 22-26)
A. God’s Word has been transmitted to us at a great risk to people’s lives. Ten years after Tyndale released his English New Testament, he was executed by strangulation. His body was burned at the stake.
B. God is watching over His Word to preserve it.
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Chapter 7: No Compromise (37:1–39:18) 
Sermon Title: Stay the Course!
Text: Jeremiah 37:1–39:18
Focus: Being faithful to the Lord requires refusing to compromise biblically-based convictions, regardless of what others do.

Introduction: 
Recently I visited a historical site with a group of friends. The driver had never been to the location and was using his GPS for navigation. A couple of his passengers previously had toured the site and insisted we go different routes. However, another rider said, “Stay the course! Do what she says,” referring to the GPS. The driver did and we all arrived at our destination on time.

1. Some People Will Make False Accusations (37:11-16)
A. Irijah accused Jeremiah of deserting to the enemy (vv. 11-14).
B. Obeying God can be costly (vv. 15-16).

2. Some People Will Change Their Beliefs (37:17–38:13)
A. Zedekiah wavered in his responsibilities as king by heeding conflicting advice.
B. God does not change, nor do His requirements for His people.

3. Some People Will Disobey God’s Word (38:14–39:18)
A. Zedekiah rejected God’s Word.
(1) God, through the prophet Jeremiah, instructed Zedekiah to surrender (38:14-18, see also v. 2).
(2) Because he refused to do what God said, the city of Jerusalem was destroyed and Zedekiah was taken captive (38:19–39:18).
B. Disobedience results in judgment; obedience ultimately brings one to their destination.


Chapter 8: The Loving Messenger (42:1–44:30)
Sermon Title: To Be or Not To Be
Text: Jeremiah 42:1–44:30
Focus: God’s messenger must continue to love and hold out hope for people, even when they reject the message.

Introduction:
“To be, or not to be: that is the question: Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, And by opposing end them?” (William Shakespeare, Hamlet, Act 3, Scene 1). People who refuse to do as God says invite disaster on themselves.

1. People Will Seek Godly Counsel (42:1-6)
A. People asked Jeremiah what to do after Gedaliah’s assassination.
B. When problems arise in their lives, people may seek our advice.

2. We Can Deliver Godly Counsel (42:7-22)
A. Jeremiah advised the survivors to remain in Judah.
B. Seek God’s guidance and provide biblical counsel.

3. People May Reject Godly Counsel (43:1-7)
A. The remnant of survivors went into Egypt.
B. People will not always listen to what we say.

4. People’s Choices Have Consequences (43:8–44:30)
A. Jeremiah warned that the Babylonians would invade Egypt.
(1) The remnant could not escape God’s judgment (43:8–44:19).
(2) Jeremiah rebuffed the people’s logic (44:20-30).
B. We cannot give up on people who fail to listen to godly advice.

