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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY
Welcome! We hope this eight week journey through the Gospels will lead you
and your Student Ministry to a gospel revolution. Here’s how the study works.

GROUP
Start. Your actual group session will most likely begin here with an
icebreaker designed to help you ease into the study and get everyone talking.
A brief description of J.D.’s teaching helps set the stage for hearing from God
during each video teaching session.

Watch. Key statements from the video session are provided so you can follow
along and take notes as J.D. and his guests discuss the content.

Discuss. These questions help the group study Scripture passages that
reinforce J.D.’s teaching on the video. Each question is designed to lead the
group deeper into the gospel so the gospel becomes foundational in members’
lives. These questions facilitate the work the Holy Spirit is accomplishing in
the lives of individuals and the group.

Respond. These gospel exercises allow group members to enjoy a smaller
group experience, which increases the likelihood that everyone’s voice will be
heard. Although some of these activities introduce further opportunities for
Bible study, some focus on prayer, meditation, and encouragement.

Prayer. This section ends the group time with some practical handles and
pointers for prayer.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
Personal Study. Each week features two personal studies to go deeper into
the truths of the week’s topic.

Engage with your community. These exercises are meant to help you
connect more deeply with your church community.

Engage with the world. These exercises are meant to help you connect
more deeply with those who have not yet believed in Jesus.
4
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TIPS FOR LEADING A SMALL GROUP
Introduction. Pray for each meeting beforehand. Ask the Holy Spirit to
work through you and the group discussion as you point to Jesus each week
through God’s Word.

Everyone Participates. Encourage everyone to ask questions, share
responses, or read aloud.

No One Dominates. Be sure your time speaking as a leader takes up less
than half your time together as a group. Politely guide discussion if anyone
begins to dominate the discussion.

Don’t Rush. Don’t feel that a moment of silence is a bad thing. People often
need time to think about their responses to questions they’ve just heard or to
gain courage to share what God is stirring in their hearts.

Affirm and Follow Up on Input. Make sure you point out something true
or helpful in a response. Don’t just move on. Build community with follow-up
questions, asking how other students have experienced similar things or
how a truth has shaped their understanding of God and the Scripture you’re
studying.

Keep God’s Word Central. Opinions and experiences can be helpful,
but God has given us the truth. Trust Scripture to be the authority and God’s
Spirit to work in students lives. You can’t change anyone, but God can.
Continually point people to the Word and to active steps of faith.

Keep Connecting. Encourage group members with thoughts,
commitments, or questions from the session by connecting through
emails, texts, and social media. Build deeper friendships by planning or
spontaneously inviting group members to join you outside your regularly
scheduled group time for meals; fun activities; and projects around your
home, church, or community. The more students are comfortable with one
another and involved in one another’s lives, the more they’ll look forward to
being together.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
At the age of twenty-seven, J.D. Greear became the pastor of a forty-year-old
neighborhood church. In the years since, that congregation of four hundred
has grown to more than five thousand in weekly attendance. Today, the
Summit Church—located in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina—is one of the
fastest-growing churches in North America.
Pastor J.D.’s messages aren’t intended just to show people how to live better
lives; his goal is to leave people in awe of God’s amazing love. Because of his
belief in the power of the gospel, pastor J.D. has led the Summit to set a goal
of planting more than one thousand gospel-centered churches in the next
40 years.
Pastor J.D. holds a PhD in systematic theology from Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He also lived and worked among Muslims in Southeast
Asia for two years and wrote Breaking the Islam Code. J.D. and his beautiful
wife, Veronica, have four ridiculously cute kids: Kharis, Alethia, Ryah,
and Adon.
Unless God calls him elsewhere, pastor J.D. plans to stay at the Summit
Church until he preaches his last sermon at his own funeral before saying
goodbye and hopping into the casket.
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INTRODUCTION
What’s the most important priority in your life? What about in your church?
These are questions worthy of your time and attention. If you’re a follower of
Jesus, the answer to both questions should be the same: the gospel of Jesus
Christ. The most pressing need, I believe, for followers of Jesus today is the
need to elevate the gospel above all.
You see, the gospel is more than simply the entry rite into Christianity, the
ABCs, the diving board off which we jump into the pool of Christianity. It’s the
whole pool.
In 1 Corinthians 2:2 Paul said he had resolved “to know nothing” while
he was with the Corinthians “except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” In
1 Corinthians 15:3 he said the gospel was “most important.”
In Romans Paul said:
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
salvation. … In it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.
ROMANS 1:16-17

Paul went on to explain that only by renewing ourselves in the mercies of God
can we discern the perfect and acceptable will of God (see 12:1-2).
Without giving the gospel intentional focus, we’ll make programs, politics,
preferences, petty differences, or any number of lesser priorities more
important. Jesus has called us to more.
The goal of this Bible study is to help you see the unique glory of God revealed
through the grace of the gospel. Once that message becomes above all in your
life, you’ll bear incredible fruit for the kingdom of our Lord.
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15:3-4
S CULTURE DEMOCRAT1 CORINTHIANS
REPUBLICAN
What elements
did Paul include in his concise gospel statement?
VISM PROGRAMS
POLITICS
Where do you see “Jesus in my place” in these verses?

Jesus died “for our sins” (v. 3). We’re sinful; Jesus is sinless. Jesus died in
our place for our sins on the cross. He died as our substitute. The principle
of substitution separates Jesus’ gospel from every other religion. The great
religions of the world all teach that we must do something to please God.
Go here. Say this. Do this. Don’t do that. Pray this. Chant that. If we do these
things often enough and well enough, God will accept us—or so we hope.
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But the gospel is about what Jesus has done for us. In every other religion, the
prophet is a teacher who gives us a plan to earn God’s favor. In Christianity,
we have the story of a Savior who has earned God’s favor on our behalf
and gives it to us as a gift. Other religious systems are about what you do;
Christianity is about what has been done for you.

In what areas of life do you feel as though you need to “earn
your keep”?

How have you transferred this need to prove yourself to your
relationship with God?

Why is the message of the gospel—the truth that in His grace God
has done everything necessary for your salvation—a message we
need to reflect on every day?

The Gospel Is for Christians Too
We need to ask and answer the previous question because the gospel is
for Christians too. Although believers might not deny the gospel, we tend
to forget it. For many of us, the gospel functions solely as the entry into
Christianity. It’s the prayer we pray to begin our relationship with Jesus, the
diving board we jump off of into the pool of the real Christian life.
However, the gospel isn’t just the diving board into the pool of Christianity;
it’s the pool itself. It’s not only the way we begin in Christ; it’s also the way we
grow in Christ. All of the Christian life flows from the good news of what Jesus
has done.

What are some ways you’ve minimized or misunderstood the
gospel’s ongoing importance in your faith?

If you’re honest, do you ever feel you’ve moved beyond the simple
gospel message? If so, why?
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Paul recognized this tendency when he said the gospel was “most important”
(v. 3). He didn’t see the gospel as just the doorway into the Christian faith.
The gospel is the main priority in the Christian life. It can never be less than
primary. Growth in the Christian life isn’t about going beyond the gospel but
rooting ourselves more deeply in the truth of the gospel. The purest waters from
the spring of life are found by digging deeper, not wider, into the gospel well.

List some markers we commonly use to determine growth in the
Christian life. How are those markers tied to a deepening faith in
the gospel?

Our hearts are hardwired to base our worth on our performance or efforts.
Grace doesn’t come naturally to us. Therefore, we need to remind ourselves
of the gospel message often because it remains good news even for those of us
who’ve followed Christ for years.

What are some ways you could remind yourself of the
gospel daily?

Our world is sick and needs the healing balm of the gospel. We must avoid the
temptation to let any other issues replace the centrality of the gospel in our
lives. The need is too great, the hour is too near, and the beauty of the gospel
is too precious for us to define ourselves by anything else. The gospel must be
above all.

PRAYER AND REFLECTION
Spend some time in silence before the Lord doing two things.
1. Express gratitude for what Jesus has done for you in the gospel.
2. Ask Him to help you identify areas in your life where you’re trusting
in something other than the gospel of grace or where you’ve allowed
something else to become a matter of first importance.
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ENGAGE WITH YOUR COMMUNITY
The purpose of this section is to help you think through key ideas from
this week’s study with other members of your group. Take some time
to thoughtfully consider the following questions, and then record your
responses. Reach out to one or two members of your group and discuss
your answers together.
The gospel is above all preferences and plans. It’s more important than
any denominational or doctrinal distinctives. Yet in practice the gospel
often gets pushed to the background. This exercise is designed to help you
identify what you prize above the gospel.

What priorities do you elevate to a higher
level of importance than you should?

Why should the gospel rule over all of these lesser concerns?

How can you ensure that the gospel
remains most important in your life?
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What other world religions are you familiar with? How is
Christianity fundamentally different?

How is Christianity distinct from the cultural messages we
encounter every day?
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The gospel of grace is a radically unique, liberating message in a world full
of contrary ideas that promise to bring us life and peace but can’t deliver on
what they promise. Believers have a tendency to forget the gospel and start
believing those other messages.
The gospel of grace is also a unique, liberating message in a world full of
religious commands and restrictions. It’s the only message that can really
change us. Religion might be able to force outward conformity—at least for a
while. But religion can never transform the heart. To borrow Jesus’ metaphor,
it cleans the outside of the cup but leaves the inside filthy (Matt. 23:26).
However, believing you’ve been accepted by grace transforms you in a
fundamentally different and more profound way.

How has believing the gospel changed you? The way you talk? The
way you interact with friends, classmates, or family members?

What makes the change produced by the gospel distinct from
other kinds of changes you’ve made?

The Gospel Gives You Peace and Security with God
Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you” (John 14:18).
A faithful father doesn’t leave his kids wondering whether he loves them.
When I go away on a trip, I don’t say to my kids, “Daddy will be back soon …
or maybe he won’t. You’ll just have to wait and see whether I come back. Sit
around and think about that idea while I’m gone and let it compel you to
become better children.”
Those words wouldn’t produce love and loyalty in my children. They might
produce a little fear-based obedience, but it’s only a matter of time until
fear-based obedience turns into father-loathing rebellion. God doesn’t want
that for us any more than we want that for our friends or family. He wants us
to be at peace with Him, which begins by recognizing His compassion for us.
Only experiencing the love of God can truly inspire love for God.
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The Gospel Releases Power in Your Life
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
first to the Jew, and also to the Greek.
ROMANS 1:16

The gospel is the power of God. The same power that surged through Jesus’
ministry during His time on earth is available to us today. It’s the power of the
Holy Spirit, and it comes into our lives when we believe the gospel. As Paul
expressed it, when we behold the glory of God in the face of Christ, we’re
“transformed into the same image from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). Through
Jesus, we encounter the only message that’s able to save.

Reread Romans 1:16. If the gospel is the only message that saves,
why would we ever be ashamed of it? What unique power has the
gospel given us?

People who experience the grace and mercy of God in Christ should
constantly, loudly, unashamedly talk about the gospel. We have no trouble
talking about other things we love. How much more should we talk about the
message that has brought us peace with God?
Nothing we do should ever lack a gospel motivation and a gospel focus. Jesus
and His gospel are the center of all we do. He’s the ultimate hero of Scripture.
He’s the Lord of our churches. He’s the point. He’s our chief plumb line. And
He alone holds the power.

PRAYER AND REFLECTION
Thank God that your righteousness and standing before Him can’t be
earned. Ask Him for grace to stop trying to earn favor and to start
embracing the love and compassion available to you in Christ. Pray that
the Holy Spirit will daily remind you of what Christ has done for You and
will help you make that message the center of your life.
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ENGAGE WITH THE WORLD
The purpose of this section is to help you process key ideas from this
week’s study and think differently about the way you engage with the
world. Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following questions.
Then record your responses.
What’s most important to us informs the way we interact with the
world. Jesus taught that what comes out of us begins in our hearts
(Matt. 15:10-20). For example, if our chief motivation in life is to achieve
success, to be a good friend, or to be a moral person, those heart desires
will guide the way we live. Because we’re gospel people, the motivation at
the center of who we are should be the gospel of Jesus Christ.

What’s your primary motivation? Is it the gospel or something
else? If it’s not the gospel, what do you need to let go of to allow
the gospel to bear fruit? Use this chart to record your thoughts.
Motivation

How You Live

Change

Whom do you know who models gospel motivation well?
What could you learn from the work God is doing in
his or her life? Take time to connect with that person
this week and learn from his or her example.
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