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about the author
Caroline Saunders is a writer, Bible teacher, pastor’s 
wife, and mother of three who believes in taking 
Jesus seriously and being un-serious about nearly 
everything else. She loves to serve at her church 
(it’s not just the donuts), and every year, she retells 
the Bible’s big story at a women’s retreat that she 
and her friends offer local women through their 
parachurch ministry, Story & Soul. She’s had the joy 

of publishing two Bible studies for teen girls (Good News: How to Know the Gospel and Live It 
and Better Than Life: How to Study the Bible and Like It), two picture books for kids ages 4-8 
(The Story of Water and The Story of Home), and two retellings of selected books of the Bible 
for elementary readers (Sound the Alarm and Remarkable). Find her writing, resources, and 
ridiculousness at WriterCaroline.com and on Instagram @writercaroline. (And finally, let it be 
known that Caroline’s kids said, “Mom can make a joke out of anything,” and so she ran and 
added that to her bio.) 

dedication
To the women of Story & Soul (especially my teammates and sisters Christin and Megan):

I wonder if you know how you have been home to me when I felt like I had nowhere to go? 
How I have tearfully praised God to watch as each December, the faces looking back at me 
grow to look more like family? Seeking God’s Word on your behalf has been one of the greatest 
joys of my life. Thank you for enjoying His story with me. May this serve you.
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WELCOME
In fall 2019, I committed to studying the theme of “home” in 
Scripture the following year. Of course, 2020 was, in many ways, all 
about home: we were trapped in our homes; we were separated from 
those who felt like home to us; and we became increasingly aware 
that this home didn’t feel as safe as it once did. As disturbed as I 
was about the world, I marveled over all there was to uncover about 
home on the pages of the Bible. It starts with a perfect home and its 
tragic demise, contains story after story of people who aren’t home 
yet, and offers God’s promise to bring His children home. The more 
I studied, the more it became clear to me that “home” stretches far 
beyond a theological concept—it’s deeply personal. I began to catch 
the scent of heavenly homesickness on every person I encountered.

Our lives have different shapes, and yet the longing for home takes 
up space in our hearts in a way that’s both universal and seemingly 
impossible to describe. We all have our own ways to deal with this, 
like striving to make our current homes perfect or reaching back for 
old memories and happier times, hoping they hold the key to home.

But the Christ follower doesn’t have to look around or look 
back to find home—she gets to look ahead. I wrote this study to 
root you in the truest story, to show you the Way (Jesus), and 
to help you walk by faith. After all, God has promised to bring 
His children home, and God always keeps His promises.

Caroline



WELCOME!

We’re so glad you’ve chosen to do this study! Come Home is a seven-session study in 
which Caroline Saunders follows the theme of home through the Bible. From humanity’s 
first home to our eternal one, we’ll see God drawing near to abide with us. We’ll find 
that even the best aspects of home here are just a glimmer of what God is building for us 
through Christ. This study will affirm that our longing for home is good and purposeful, 
pointing us to our truest home which is found in Him.  

GETTING STARTED

Because we believe discipleship happens best in community, we encourage you to do this 
study together in a group setting. Or, if you’re doing this alone, consider enlisting a friend 
or two to go through it at the same time. This will give you friends to pray and connect with 
over coffee or through text so you can chat about what you’re learning.  

Here’s a look at what you can expect to find in this study. 

to use this studyHOW

session one
GROUP GUIDE

TAKE A SEAT

To begin our study of home, let’s look at the first home.

READ GENESIS 1:1. The Bible starts with this summary statement, 
and then we get specifics: God says “Let there be” a bunch of 
times, and then, every time, the thing will be. God’s word makes a 
way, always.

READ GENESIS 1:2-5. 

What was the earth like in verse 2?

What made the light come to be?

How did God describe the light?

Right away it’s obvious that God creates good things, and He places 
them within life-giving boundaries. Regularly, the light will light, 
and regularly, it won’t. (Night!) This was the day one of creation.

Genesis 1:6-25 tell us about days two through six of creation, 
and they follow a similar pattern: God tells a thing to “be,” it 
does “be,” and it is good. Nothing was blah—it was all beautiful 
and bountiful. It was also incredibly orderly. Over and over, God 
placed his new creation within life-giving boundaries. The sea had 
a place, and so did the sky. The sun had a place, and so did the 
moon. Through a series of “let there be,” the world was filled with 
orderly awesomeness!

READ GENESIS 1:26-27. Before, God said, “Let there be,” but now God said, “Let us make.” 
Make is an artistry word! Humanity would be crafted with special care and intention and 
would be, somehow, like God. What an honor! (PS: If you look ahead to Genesis 2, you’ll 
get to “zoom in” on when God created man and woman. When man met woman, he 
wrote a poem! They experienced God-designed, perfect togetherness.)

Look over Genesis 1:28-31, and whenever you see the word “every” 
in your Bible, circle it. How many times did you spot it? What does 
this tell you about God?

COME ON IN

You probably decided to do this Bible study because you connected with the word 
home. It’s a rich word that’s hard to define, yet easy to recognize. It’s a place, but not 
just a place! It’s usually people, too, and there has to be a certain level of peace among 
the people for it to truly feel like home. 

Home also affects our senses on every level. Something can sound, smell, or look like 
home. Home is a that particular blanket, the dog that barks for no reason, the way 
your mom makes a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.

How would you finish this statement “To me, home is . . .”?

One example of home in my life is the front door of our old house, which I’d painted 
yellow. When we moved, my then three-year-old daughter cried and said, “I want 
to go to the house with the yellow door!” What she meant was, “I’m homesick.” My 
daughter’s tears reveal another thing about home: our deeply felt belief that home 
ought to be permanent—and yet it never is.

Our natural tendency is to look back and try to grasp at things from our past. But 
when we look at God’s story of home in the Bible, it’s clear that home is ahead. We’re 
all spiritually homesick, longing to belong and be loved. So if you’re longing for home, 
you are in the right place! God’s Word will show us the way because all of it points to 
Jesus, who called Himself “the way.” He is the way, and He is the way home.

The first people to hear 
the story of the first 
home were probably 
the Israelites that Moses 
led out of Egypt. (You 
can read about this in 
Exodus.) They would’ve 
been amazed by God! 
He wasn’t like the gods 
they’d heard about 
in Egypt. He is God of 
everything! But they 
struggled to trust God 
on their long journey  
home. But God wasn’t 
just leading them to a 
place but was forming 
them as a people. 
Maybe the story of the 
first home helped them 
understand the way 
home wasn’t merely a 
path but a Person.

Don’t forget 
to watch the 
intro video as 
you’re getting 
started. 
Instructions 
to access the 
videos can 
be found on 
page 160.

11Session One: The First Home10 Come Home

GROUP GUIDE
Each session begins with a Group Guide 
that allows you to begin your week together 
taking notes and asking questions to help 
you internalize and apply what you’ve read. If 
you’re doing this alone, maybe ask a friend 
or your mom to do this part alongside you! 
We’ve included a mom and daughter guide on 
page 142 to help you get started.

6 Come Home



PERSONAL STUDY

Each week features three days of 
personal study to help you trace the 
theme of home through Scripture. 
You’ll find questions to help you 
understand and apply the text, plus 
insightful commentary to clarify 
your study.

LETTERS

Day 4 of each week 
features a letter that 
expresses the writer’s 
personal experience 
with home. The 
authors of these 
letters are women 
from different walks 

of life. You’ll have space to share how each 
letter resonated with you and helped you 
understand God’s view of home.  

POEMS

Caroline closes every 
week with a poem that 
captures the heart of 
the message for you 
to reflect on. The final 
poem of home—which 
includes a video read— 
is set apart on 

pages 144-149 due to mentions of grief and loss. 
Take care as you determine whether to read 
and watch.

DAY FOUR
A SISTER’S STORY OF HOME

A big theme in this part of God’s story of home is fractured relationships. People refuse 
to be one another’s “keeper.” Parents have favorites. Siblings hate one another. We get 
this! Our own fractured relationships reveal that we, like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
aren’t home yet. But in faith, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob waved at the promises ahead 
(Heb. 11:13).

I want to share with you a letter from a fellow sister in Christ. As she shares her story of 
home, I hope it will point you to God’s story of home and help you wave to the promises 
ahead, in faith.

Dear Sister, 

I once imagined home as a beautifully decorated house filled with necessities and 
sentimental items—fruit and family photos. Throughout my childhood, I lived the 
complete opposite. My place was anything but ideal. Anger, danger, fear, and sorrow 
settled in my living room. The space felt more like a house inhabited by wounded 
souls. Born in a dysfunctional home and hurt by broken people, I wished for better. 

One day, I walked a winding Mississippi road littered with crunchy leaves while 
breathing in the autumn air. “What am I doing?” I asked myself. My legs had 
carried me out of my traumatic environment. I didn’t know it, but I would enter 
a shelter later that evening. It would be a safe place with provision, helpful people, 
and rest. Tears would overfill my eyes when repeating the phrase “Temporary Home.” 
It was both painful and relieving; I questioned, “Where is my forever home?” 

By the grace of God, I was adopted into a family with sentimental photos, my face 
in several frames, and I freely grabbed bananas from the bowl of fruit on the 
counter. I had a God-fearing father who I knew would always protect and lead us. 
A mother whose love felt like ointment. Laughter, prayer, Bibles, and hugs filled the 
rooms. There, I received everything I had longed for in a home. 

44

Read Genesis 1:6-25, and keep an eye out for the says, sets, 
shows pattern. Then, pick two of the days listed, and answer 
the questions below:

Day 2: Genesis 1:6-8  
Day 3: Genesis 1:9-13 
Day 4: Genesis 1:14-19

 

Day 5: Genesis 1:20-23
Day 6, before man:      
Genesis 1:24-25

DAY      

What did God say?

What boundary did God set?

How did God show His goodness?

DAY      

What did God say?

What boundary did God set?

How did God show His goodness?

When you’ve finished paying attention to Genesis 1:6-25, check this box NN .  
(There’s no reason for this except that we just love a box-checking moment.)

Confession: I have this tendency to think of God as a grumpy, cross-armed 
principal with a clipboard where He writes down all the bad stuff I do. 
He might say, “Late again, I see,” or “Well, I’ll forgive you, but I’m not happy 
about it,” or rattle off a bunch of rules designed to squash any fun I might 
be having.

Do you relate to this in any way? Explain. 

DAY ONE
THE GOOD HOMEMAKER

No one makes a home like God. 

LOOK UP PROVERBS 3:19 AND HEBREWS 11:3 and write both 
verses below.

 

 

God built the first home with His word—with His wisdom! The first home was 
spectacularly lovely and jam-packed with the fruit of God’s wisdom, crammed with 
evidence that God’s word is powerful. The big theme here is life. God speaks life-giving 
words, offers life-giving boundaries, and even gives His creation the ability to create 
more life.

DAY ONE OF CREATION (GEN. 1:3-5) INTRODUCES US TO 
A PATTERN: GOD SAYS, GOD SETS, GOD SHOWS.

• God said, “Let there be light,” and then, BOOM! there was light. 

• He also set a life-giving boundary—sometimes the light would light (day), 
and sometimes the light would not (night).

• God showed His goodness. God called the light good, and of course it was. 

This says, sets, shows pattern holds from days two through six of creation. 

BIBLE STUDY TIP: 

If you’re comfortable 
writing in your 
Bible, you can label 
these things as you 
read the passage. (For 
example, you could 
underline the words 
God said, circle the 
boundary God set, and 
star the goodness 
God showed.) As you 
read, you may want to 
place a question mark 
by anything that 
confuses you. Maybe a 
future study day will 
answer your question, 
or perhaps you can 
discuss it with your 
group when you meet.

Sometimes 
God shows His 
goodness in an 
obvious way 
(“God saw that 
it was good” is 
said a lot!), and 
sometimes the 
goodness is 
implied by the 
beauty and bounty 
of His creation. 
This is a really 
cool thing to 
consider about 
God—He didn’t 
have to make 
things wonderful, 
but He did!
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LEADER GUIDE

T I P S  F O R  L E A D I N G  A  G R O U P

Pray diligently. Ask God to prepare you to lead this study. Pray individually and 
specifically for the girls in your group. Make this a priority in your personal walk 
and preparation.

Prepare adequately. Don’t just wing this. Take time to preview each week so you have 
a good grasp of the content. Look over the group session and consider those in your 
group. Feel free to delete or reword the questions provided, and add questions that fit your 
group better.

Lead by example. Make sure you complete all of the personal study. Be willing to share 
your story, what you’re learning, and your questions as you discuss together.

Be aware. If girls are hesitant to discuss their thoughts and questions in a larger group, 
consider dividing into smaller groups to provide a setting more conducive to conversation.

Follow up. If someone mentions a prayer request or need, make sure to follow up. It may 
be a situation where you can get others in the group involved in helping out.

Evaluate often. After each week and throughout the study, assess what needs to be 
changed to more effectively lead the study.

CONTENT NOTE: Leaders, in a bonus video, Caroline reads a poem about someone she lost 
and the clip is understandably emotional. Consider what your girls are going through and 
if it’s appropriate to watch the clip and read the poem on pages 144-149. We’ve also added a 
note on page 145 to girls walking through loss and grief. Read it aloud or point it out to them 
privately as you feel led.

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR GROUP TIME

If you are leading a Bible study group through Come Home, then first I want to say thank 
you! I have no doubt God will use you to encourage the girls in your group as you walk 
through His Word together. I can’t wait to get started on this journey alongside you. 

COME ON IN
At your first group meeting, watch the Session One intro video together and make sure 
all the girls in your group have their Bible study books. When you gather for Session Two, 
you’ll discuss what you studied during the week and then watch the Session Two intro 
video together. It will be extremely helpful for you, as the leader, to watch the videos and 
read through the questions ahead of group time to prepare for discussion. Please note: 
Session Seven is a longer video (20 minutes) and will occupy the majority of your time 
together. Please don’t skip this final week, but celebrate successfully spending seven 
weeks together walking toward God’s invitation to belong and be loved. 

TAKE A SEAT
Help ease into each session by starting off with some questions to get girls comfortable 
with one another. This opening section is also the perfect time to break out the snacks 
and some comfy seating options. 

LET ’S TALK
These questions and Scripture references are designed to bring deeper discussion. You 
are more than welcome to ask additional questions that you feel are important, or you 
can skip the questions we provided if your girls are owning the discussion with their 
own notes from the personal study. Bottom line: follow the Holy Spirit’s leading as you 
enter this time.

LET ’S PRAY
Before you end your time together, you will want to go over the personal study they 
should focus on before you meet again. Then, close out in prayer using the prayer 
practice as a way to encourage your girls before they are dismissed. 

Leader Guide

140 141Leader GuideCome Home

THE FIRST HOME

 
In the beginning,

God used His word

To turn a bunch of nothing

Into land, sea, beasts, birds

Man was created by God

And was created for home

Look how God provided

Look how man was known

He made us to bear His image

To point the world to Him

At first this purpose seemed plenty

Until the deceiver stepped in

“Did God really say?”

The serpent questioned the Word

It made us start to wonder

Did we really hear what we heard?

Sin promised to give

But really it was a crook

It intruded our home

And took, and took, and took

God punished but promised 

A Seed would be sown 

To provide our salvation 

To make our way home 

27Session One: The First Home

LEADING A GROUP?

You can locate a leader guide on page 140. The 
leader guide offers several tips and planning 
for each week. We’ve also provided intro videos 
to use as you’re getting started. Instructions 
to access the videos can be found on page 160. 
To find additional resources for leaders, visit 
lifeway.com/comehome.

﻿
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session one
It was very good indeed. 

GENESIS 1:31b

Home is hard to define, but we all know it when we see it, smell 
it, hear it—or when we miss it. Our stories are full of homesick 
moments, and maybe that’s why we have a tendency to look back—
to try and grab onto what we once had. But when we look at God’s 
story of home in the Bible, it’s clear that for the Christ follower, 
home is not behind. Home is ahead. We’re all spiritually homesick, 
thinking we’re longing for something we once had while actually 
longing for something we’ve yet to have, something promised to 
God’s people.

In this week’s study, we’re going to look at the first home. God 
made it, and it was wonderful. But an enemy of home showed up, 
and soon, all hope of home seemed lost. However, God promised 
to defeat this enemy and make the way home.

Session One: The First Home 9



session one
GROUP GUIDE

COME ON IN

You probably decided to do this Bible study because you connected with the word 
home. It’s a rich word that’s hard to define, yet easy to recognize. It’s a place, but not 
just a place! It’s usually people, too, and there has to be a certain level of peace among 
the people for it to truly feel like home. 

Home also affects our senses on every level. Something can sound, smell, or look like 
home. Home is a that particular blanket, the dog that barks for no reason, the way 
your mom makes a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.

How would you finish this statement “To me, home is . . .”?

One example of home in my life is the front door of our old house, which I’d painted 
yellow. When we moved, my then three-year-old daughter cried and said, “I want 
to go to the house with the yellow door!” What she meant was, “I’m homesick.” My 
daughter’s tears reveal another thing about home: our deeply felt belief that home 
ought to be permanent—and yet it never is.

Our natural tendency is to look back and try to grasp at things from our past. But 
when we look at God’s story of home in the Bible, it’s clear that home is ahead. We’re 
all spiritually homesick, longing to belong and be loved. So if you’re longing for home, 
you are in the right place! God’s Word will show us the way because all of it points to 
Jesus, who called Himself “the way.” He is the way, and He is the way home.

Don’t forget 
to watch the 
intro video as 
you’re getting 
started. 
Instructions 
to access the 
videos can 
be found on 
page 160.
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TAKE A SEAT

To begin our study of home, let’s look at the first home.

READ GENESIS 1:1. The Bible starts with this summary statement, 
and then we get specifics: God says “Let there be” a bunch of 
times, and then, every time, the thing will be. God’s word makes a 
way, always.

READ GENESIS 1:2-5. 

What was the earth like in verse 2?

What made the light come to be?

How did God describe the light?

Right away it’s obvious that God creates good things, and He places 
them within life-giving boundaries. Regularly, the light will light, 
and regularly, it won’t. (Night!) This was the day one of creation.

Genesis 1:6-25 tell us about days two through six of creation, 
and they follow a similar pattern: God tells a thing to “be,” it 
does “be,” and it is good. Nothing was blah—it was all beautiful 
and bountiful. It was also incredibly orderly. Over and over, God 
placed his new creation within life-giving boundaries. The sea had 
a place, and so did the sky. The sun had a place, and so did the 
moon. Through a series of “let there be,” the world was filled with 
orderly awesomeness!

READ GENESIS 1:26-27. Before, God said, “Let there be,” but now God said, “Let us make.” 
Make is an artistry word! Humanity would be crafted with special care and intention and 
would be, somehow, like God. What an honor! (PS: If you look ahead to Genesis 2, you’ll 
get to “zoom in” on when God created man and woman. When man met woman, he 
wrote a poem! They experienced God-designed, perfect togetherness.)

Look over Genesis 1:28-31, and whenever you see the word “every” 
in your Bible, circle it. How many times did you spot it? What does 
this tell you about God?

The first people to hear 
the story of the first 
home were probably 
the Israelites that Moses 
led out of Egypt. (You 
can read about this in 
Exodus.) They would’ve 
been amazed by God! 
He wasn’t like the gods 
they’d heard about 
in Egypt. He is God of 
everything! But they 
struggled to trust God 
on their long journey  
home. But God wasn’t 
just leading them to a 
place but was forming 
them as a people. 
Maybe the story of the 
first home helped them 
understand the way 
home wasn’t merely a 
path but a Person.

11Session One: The First Home



Describe man and woman’s experience of home. (Think about the 
place, the people, and the peace they experienced.)

God is a God of abundance! He makes good things, and He gives them generously. I love 
that after all the creating, verse 30 says, “And it was so.” Of course it was! God’s word 
makes a way, always. By His word, God created a home—a place of peace and perfection—
and its inhabitants. 

How did God describe creation in verse 31?

If you’re familiar with this part of the Bible, you know a plot twist is coming. As the events 
in Genesis 3 began, the serpent tried to chip away at that perfect togetherness and trust. If 
this was a different kind of story, Eve would’ve said, “Ah! A talking snake!” and she would 
have run away, and that would be the end. But Eve never had any reason to be suspicious 
before, so she chatted with the slithery guy. Let’s analyze their conversation.

READ GENESIS 3:1-5.

How did the serpent (also known as Satan) tempt Eve to doubt 
God’s goodness?

How does Satan tempt you to doubt God—to be suspicious of God’s 
life-giving boundaries? 

God created the whole world with His word, so it was pretty bold of the serpent (and man and 
woman) to doubt God’s word. (In our personal study this week, we’ll compare the serpent’s 
words to God’s words, because this is something we need to practice for our own lives.)

12 Come Home



READ GENESIS 3:6-7.

What three things did Eve notice about the tree?

The first two things “good for food” and “delightful to look at” were 
true about all of the trees God had given them (Gen. 2:8-9). It 
was the third quality—wisdom—that tempted the woman. But 
wisdom isn’t something that comes from a tree—it comes from God 
(Prov. 1:7). The more man and woman walked with God, the more 
they’d become wise.

What did man and woman choose?

What was the immediate impact?

In this part of the story, Adam and Eve probably had a feeling similar 
to that dream when you’re naked in the school cafeteria. They try to 
cover themselves up, DIY-ing some clothes out of some leaves that 
would inevitably turn brown and shrivel and die and basically be the 
worst clothes ever. They thought eating the fruit was the path to good 
things—but it wasn’t.

Adam and Eve had sinned. Sin is anytime we step outside of God’s 
design. And sin is the ultimate enemy of home.

READ GENESIS 3:8-13.

Man and woman probably used to feel excited when they heard God 
coming. Now what did they feel?

Throughout this study, 
you’ll hear me say that 
sin is the enemy of 
home. It is! Think about 
how pride, jealousy, 
selfishness, rage, and 
other sin rip at the fabric 
of our earthly homes. 
But know that behind sin 
is an enemy of God: The 
serpent, who we know 
as Satan. He introduced 
sin into the first home, 
and he wants nothing 
more than to tear down 
everything God calls 
good (Eph. 6:12). He will 
use lies and deception 
to influence us to choose 
destructive sin. But he 
will be crushed through 
the cross and empty 
tomb of the woman’s 
offspring, Jesus Christ.
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Why did man say they hid?

What kind of blaming do you notice in verses 12-13?

Sin entered this home like an intruder, destroying togetherness and trust and setting up 
shame, blame, and suspicion. Sin promises good stuff but can only deliver bad. But there’s 
good news: God will always, always deal with sin. 

Write Genesis 3:15 below.

This verse gives the first hint of God’s plan to rescue this home! It promises the defeat 
of the serpent and his weapon of sin. The Eden promise is: “The enemy of home will 
be destroyed.” 

In your personal study this week, we’ll learn more about this promise and how God dealt 
with sin in the garden that day. We’ll get a better understanding of home’s great enemy 
(sin), and how home will look with this enemy around.

READ GENESIS 3:21-24.

What did God provide for man and woman?

Why did man and woman have to leave the garden?

In one of the saddest moments in all of Scripture, Adam and Eve had to leave the garden 
God made for them. Because sin had made its home in their hearts, this home was no 
longer safe. The tree of life was there, and it would be disastrous for Adam and Eve to 
reach for this and live forever while soaked in sin! Once again, God offered a life-giving 
boundary. He is always good, and He would make the way home.
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LET’S TALK

What does the goodness and abundance of the first home teach us 
about God? Does that challenge your thoughts on God in any way? 
Explain. 

In what areas of your life do you currently see God’s goodness 
on display? 

How does this part of God’s story provide hope for a 
current struggle? 

If someone asked you what you learned in our time together today, 
what would you say?  

LET’S PRAY

The first few chapters of Genesis help us see something at work in our own lives: sin is the 
enemy of home. In some way, we all have experienced this. As we end this time together, 
how can we pray for one another? Write down any prayer requests, and come back here 
throughout the week. As you pray, remember the promise of home ahead. 
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DAY ONE
THE GOOD HOMEMAKER

No one makes a home like God. 

LOOK UP PROVERBS 3:19 AND HEBREWS 11:3 and write both 
verses below.

 

 

God built the first home with His word—with His wisdom! The first home was 
spectacularly lovely and jam-packed with the fruit of God’s wisdom, crammed with 
evidence that God’s word is powerful. The big theme here is life. God speaks life-giving 
words, offers life-giving boundaries, and even gives His creation the ability to create 
more life.

DAY ONE OF CREATION (GEN. 1:3-5) INTRODUCES US TO 
A PATTERN: GOD SAYS, GOD SETS, GOD SHOWS.

•	 God said, “Let there be light,” and then, BOOM! there was light. 

•	 He also set a life-giving boundary—sometimes the light would light (day), 
and sometimes the light would not (night).

•	 God showed His goodness. God called the light good, and of course it was. 

This says, sets, shows pattern holds from days two through six of creation. 
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Read Genesis 1:6-25, and keep an eye out for the says, sets, 
shows pattern. Then, pick two of the days listed, and answer 
the questions below:

Day 2: Genesis 1:6-8		
Day 3: Genesis 1:9-13	
Day 4: Genesis 1:14-19

	

Day 5: Genesis 1:20-23
Day 6, before man: 	     
Genesis 1:24-25

DAY 	     

What did God say?

What boundary did God set?

How did God show His goodness?

DAY 	     

What did God say?

What boundary did God set?

How did God show His goodness?

When you’ve finished paying attention to Genesis 1:6-25, check this box NN .  
(There’s no reason for this except that we just love a box-checking moment.)

Confession: I have this tendency to think of God as a grumpy, cross-armed 
principal with a clipboard where He writes down all the bad stuff I do. 
He might say, “Late again, I see,” or “Well, I’ll forgive you, but I’m not happy 
about it,” or rattle off a bunch of rules designed to squash any fun I might 
be having.

Do you relate to this in any way? Explain. 

BIBLE STUDY TIP: 

If you’re comfortable 
writing in your 
Bible, you can label 
these things as you 
read the passage. (For 
example, you could 
underline the words 
God said, circle the 
boundary God set, and 
star the goodness 
God showed.) As you 
read, you may want to 
place a question mark 
by anything that 
confuses you. Maybe a 
future study day will 
answer your question, 
or perhaps you can 
discuss it with your 
group when you meet.

Sometimes 
God shows His 
goodness in an 
obvious way 
(“God saw that 
it was good” is 
said a lot!), and 
sometimes the 
goodness is 
implied by the 
beauty and bounty 
of His creation. 
This is a really 
cool thing to 
consider about 
God—He didn’t 
have to make 
things wonderful, 
but He did!

17Session One: The First Home



The creation narrative (and probably every other part of the Bible) blows my wrong view 
of God to smithereens. It’s clear His word is powerful, His boundaries are life-giving, and 
His goodness is evidenced everywhere. God isn’t a grumpy principal we try to dodge in 
the hallways of life. He’s an open-armed Homemaker whose home we want to run to!

What does the creation narrative teach you about God’s words?

How does the creation narrative inform the way you view 
God’s boundaries? 

How does the creation narrative help you remember 
God’s goodness?

Too often, we’re tempted to be like Eve and think God is holding out on us (Gen. 3:1-7). 
But the Eden narrative resets our wonky inner compass. God is not just good—He’s the 
author of good! God not only gives us our lives—He makes our lives lively! The first 
home equips us to wipe the smudge off our glasses and view the whole concept of home 
through a clearer lens. Truly, we can trust God’s promises of home—because the whole 
notion of home has its origin in Him alone. 
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DAY TWO
THE TOGETHER HOME

Have you ever been in a home that looked great and had great stuff but you didn’t really 
feel at home? Sometimes “perfect” homes can make us feel too human, like, What if I spill 
something, and they get mad at me?

But here's wonderful news: God made the first home with humanity in mind! God made 
a home where humans could be with Him, and it was every bit as wonderful as you 
can imagine.

LOOK UP THE FOLLOWING VERSES. How does each one help you 
understand God’s purpose for creation?

Psalm 115:16 

Isaiah 45:18 

We already know this narrative is about to go “nail polish on the white carpet,” but before 
it does, let’s once again soak in the goodness of this first home. 

Pick two of the following verses, and explain how they show God’s 
consideration for humanity and the closeness that was enjoyed in 
this first home.

Genesis 1:29-30	      Genesis 2:16-17		  Genesis 2:23

Genesis 2:8-9	      Genesis 2:18		  Genesis 2:25

VERSE CONSIDERATION 
How can you tell that God 
thoughtfully shaped this 
home for people?

CLOSENESS 
What details point to 
togetherness?
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God created this home not just for Himself and not just for humanity. God created this 
home for humanity to be with Him. 

But look, it’s not like God was sitting around, twiddling His holy thumbs and wishing He 
had someone to hang out with. If you’ve ever heard the word Trinity at church, you may 
know this cool yet confusing thing about God: God is one, and yet God is three. God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are one, yet because God is three Persons, 
God enjoys perfect closeness and community. The first home is not God inventing 
togetherness but inviting people into it!

What images, memories, or ideas come to your mind when you hear 
the word togetherness?

Why do you think togetherness matters?

LOOK UP GENESIS 3:8 and write it below. 

This verse occurs after sin entered the picture, but it also gives us a glimpse of what 
garden of Eden togetherness might’ve been like. God was walking in the cool of the day; 
the man and woman heard Him. 

That day, Adam and Eve hid. But it’s clear that hadn’t always been the case. The Hebrew 
word for God’s action in this verse indicates this walking was God’s normal habit.1 
We can't help but wonder how many moments of not hiding Adam and Eve enjoyed 
before sin intruded their hearts, unpacking its suitcase of shame and separation. 
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God designed home to be a place where people are considered and experience closeness 
with Him and one another. It makes sense that in our homes, we want to feel considered—
like someone wants us to be there and made space for us. We want to feel closeness—like 
we are liked and loved, like we belong.

Where do you notice a longing for “garden togetherness” in 
your life?

How does God’s story encourage you in your story?
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DAY THREE
HOME'S ENEMY

When I was a teenager, someone broke into my grandparents’ home, a place that was 
really special for me. No one was hurt, but I remember feeling violated when I heard the 
news. Who would dare to steal here? Couldn’t they tell it was home? But thieves don’t honor 
what is precious: they take it.

READ GENESIS 3:1-5.

Complete the chart by writing down the serpent’s words. Then, 
compare them to God’s words.

THE SERPENT’S WORDS GOD'S WORDS

GENESIS 3:1
Did God really say, “You can’t eat from 
any tree in the garden”?

GENESIS 2:16-17a
And the Lord God commanded the man,  

“You are free to eat from any tree of the garden.”

GENESIS 3:4
 

GENESIS 2:17b
“You must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you 
eat from it, you will certainly die.”

[Notice that this boundary is life-giving, meant 
to keep them living as God designed!]

GENESIS 3:5 GENESIS 1:26-27
“Let us make man in our image, according to 
our likeness.”
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The serpent invited Eve to doubt what God says; to feel suspicious of the boundaries 
God set; to question the goodness God has shown. The serpent placed doubt in her 
mind about whether God had really considered her. He attacked the home’s closeness 
by implying that this home is not full of wonderful surprises but full of secrets. His 
message is something like, “God seems good—but He’s actually keeping good stuff 
from you.”

Have you ever encountered a message like this? If so, what was the 
situation and how did you respond? 

God’s word played a powerful role in the formation of the first 
home. What role did disbelieving God’s word play in the corruption 
of the first home?

When do you notice you’re prone to pay attention to Satan’s words 
and ignore God’s words?

Genesis 3:6 says, “The woman saw that the tree was (1) good for food and (2) delightful 
to look at, and (3) that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom” (numbers added). God 
Himself made the trees to have qualities 1 and 2 (Gen. 2:9). But (3) wisdom can only 
come from God (Prov. 9:10). If Eve wanted wisdom, she needed to follow God. Instead, 
she followed the serpent. 

The serpent told man and woman that if they ate this fruit, their eyes would be opened 
(Gen. 3:5). But they didn’t understand this uncovering wouldn’t be exciting. It would be 
exposing, like a spotlight in the shower.

What do Adam and Eve do in Genesis 3:7 to address their shame? 
Do you think this actually helped? 
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Have you ever responded to your sin and shame in a similar fashion? 
Explain.

The theme of their home had been life, but now death seemed all around. They didn’t 
immediately drop dead, but the process of death had begun, and their sin caused the 
venom of sin to begin to seep into the world’s veins. 

The rest of Genesis 3 is full of hiding, blame, and consequences for the serpent, Adam, 
and Eve. It reminds us over and over of what we already know: Sin is the enemy of home. 
Pride, jealousy, selfishness, rage, immorality, and other sin rips at the fabric of our earthly 
homes. But know that behind sin is an enemy of God: The serpent (also known as Satan, 
the devil, the deceiver, the accuser, etc.). He was the one who introduced sin into the first 
home, and he still works to tempt us to sin. We must be on guard against sin, always ready 
to recognize it as an enemy, as something that will bring death.

Is it hard to see sin as an enemy sometimes? Why?

How has sin been the enemy in your story of home?

The good news is that God will deal with this enemy. Within the serpent’s consequences, 
God gave a promise to humanity.

LOOK UP GENESIS 3:15 and write it below. 

God covered Adam and Eve’s shame and sent them away from their once-perfect home, 
but one day, He would send a Child who would defeat the serpent and, therefore, sin. This 
is the Eden promise: “The enemy of home will be destroyed.”
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DAY 
FOUR
A SISTER’S 
STORY OF HOME

The creation narrative 
teaches us that we were 
made to be at home with 
God—and it also teaches 
us that the enemy of home 
is sin.

On the final study day of 
each week, I’ll share with 
you a letter from a fellow 
sister in Christ. As she 
shares her story of home, 
I hope it will help you better 
understand God’s story of 
home and help you feel less 
alone in your own story.

Dear Sister, 

Home and the feeling of homesickness has always been 
kind of a theme in my life, and so has the feeling of 
not really belonging anywhere. I’m adopted from China, 
so that’s probably where part of it comes from. I don’t 
know for what reasons my biological parents gave me 
away or why I ended up in the orphanage. I don’t feel 
Chinese since I was raised with Western values. But I 
also don’t feel Dutch since I don’t look the same as my 
Dutch family.  

God blessed me by giving me the two loveliest parents. 
They raised me with their whole hearts and all the 
love they have. They also raised me in faith, letting me 
know I have a heavenly Father who watches over me 
and holds me in His hand and that I belong in His 
kingdom, as His daughter. He knows where I come from 
and  for what reasons my life came to be, and He has 
been there with me all the time. I belong with Him as 
His daughter! :) 

Like Psalm 139:13-14 (KJV) beautifully says: “For Thou 
hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my 
mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made: Marvellous are Thy works; And 
that my soul knoweth right well.”

Even though (if all is well) there are many things and 
people to love on earth, it's nothing close to how much 
God loves us and wants us with Him! That thought gives 
me so much strength and peace! We are wandering the 
earth but our home—our true home where we belong—is 

with Him. 

God is great!

— JADE VAN DER ZALM,   
illustrator, the Netherlands 

Jade illustrated my children's book,  The Story of Home!
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Use the space below (or your own journal) to respond to this letter. 
You may want to use the following questions to guide your response.

What thoughts and feelings are you experiencing as you consider 
this sister’s story?

What from her letter most resonates with you and why? 

How does her story help you remember God’s invitation to belong 
and be loved?
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THE FIRST HOME

 
In the beginning,

God used His word

To turn a bunch of nothing

Into land, sea, beasts, birds

Man was created by God

And was created for home

Look how God provided

Look how man was known

He made us to bear His image

To point the world to Him

At first this purpose seemed plenty

Until the deceiver stepped in

“Did God really say?”

The serpent questioned the Word

It made us start to wonder

Did we really hear what we heard?

Sin promised to give

But really it was a crook

It intruded our home

And took, and took, and took

God punished but promised 

A Seed would be sown 

To provide our salvation 

To make our way home 
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