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At Kemira, a company specializing in chemicals, a new reactor was being installed.
An MSA ALTAIR 5 was being used to ensure conditions remained agreeable during
the installation process.  

Someone had inadvertently placed the monitor on the top rail, at the back corner
of the erected guardrail. "So, during the installation, our ALTAIR 5 was accidentally
knocked off of the guardrail, falling 19 feet to the concrete floor below," said David
Arwood, Health, Safety & Environmental Specialist with Kemira.

"After the installation was completed, I went to check on the monitor," Arwood 
continued. Realizing what had happened and expecting to find it broken and 
inoperable, Arwood said, "I was very surprised to discover that the monitor was 
intact, with no visible damage to the shell! The LEL sensor was reading -5, so I turned
it off and restarted it in a fresh air setting and everything reset to normal. The ALTAIR
5 Detector was immediately placed back into service."

"Kemira is a chemical facility, so multigas monitoring is imperative in maintaining
the safety of our employees and contractors. That’s why we use the MSA ALTAIR,"
said Arwood, "Thanks MSA for making such a durable monitor!"

MSA’s Anne Herman 
Recognized with
Women in Manufacturing 
STEP Award
Anne Herman, Director of Global Quality with MSA, was recognized
with the Women in Manufacturing STEP (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Production) Award. For their meaningful 
contributions to the manufacturing industry in the United States,
122 women were recognized.

The STEP Awards – part of a larger initiative launched by 
The Manufacturing Institute, Deloitte, the University of Phoenix,
and the Society of Manufacturing Engineers – examines and 
promotes the role of women in manufacturing through 
recognition, research and best practices for attracting, advancing
and retaining strong female talent.

"These 122 women are the faces of exciting careers in manufacturing,"
said Jennifer McNelly, President, the Manufacturing Institute. "We
chose to honor these women because they each made significant
achievements in manufacturing through positive impact on their
company and the industry as a whole."

"The STEP Ahead initiative was founded to change perceptions of
the manufacturing industry and create new opportunities for
women in the sector," said Latondra Newton, group vice president
at Toyota Motor North America, Inc. and chairwoman of the STEP
Ahead initiative. "This initiative is the call for action to transform
the face of today's manufacturing talent and ensure that women
can contribute to the future of this industry."

Congratulations, Anne!

MSA Releases Tower Version 
of Popular EVOTECH 
Full-Body Harness
The EVOTECH Tower Full-Body Harness is designed with a body belt and
saddle to provide utility workers with unsurpassed comfort during long
shifts! In addition to the superior technology of the standard EVOTECH
Harness, the EVOTECH Tower Harness offers the following features:

• Variable-width webbing in the sub-pelvic area to increase 
comfort and support when work positioning.

• Adjustable D-ring position.

• Integral body belt and removable saddle constructed of dual
durometer pad and Sorbtek fabric for ultimate comfort.

• ANSI/OSHA and CSA approval.

MSA’s new EVOTECH Tower Full-Body Harness offers the latest design 
features that improve user comfort, ease of use, durability, and user safety.

To learn more, visit MSAsafety.com, Keywords: Evotech Harness.

We Weren’t Kidding When We Said
the MSA ALTAIR 5 Multigas 
Detector is Rugged and Durable!

The Platinum Level is the highest honor in the AHA's Fit-Friendly Worksites
program. Instrumental in helping MSA earn this recognition was our Wellness
Program - MSAFit. MSAFit offers incentives to associates who actively participate
in health-related activities, including health screenings, lunch and learn programs,
health-risk assessments, awareness classes, and walking programs. The AHA
award recognizes those organizations that offer employees suggestions for
physical activities; provide healthy dining options; promote the importance of
wellness in the workplace; and implement at least nine of the AHA’s healthy
workplace criteria including physical activity, nutrition and worksite culture.

MSA’s Pittsburgh-area facilities have
been recognized as Platinum Level 

"Fit-Friendly Worksites" by the American
Heart Association (AHA). MSA is receiving

this recognition for demonstrating outstanding
quality in promoting employee nutrition and physical fitness.

MSA Awarded National Wellness
Recognition by the American
Heart Association



Once again, MSA proudly sponsored Station 6 Fire and Iron Firefighter Motorcycle Club’s Fourth
Annual Ride to benefit two charities very dear to the club: West Penn Burn Center's Summer Camp
for Burned Children and UPMC Mercy Pediatric Burn Unit. Held on June 1, 2013, with 132 bikers
and 106 passengers and bus riders; a total of $7,000 was raised.

To date, Station 6 has donated nearly $60,000 to these worthy causes that aid pediatric burn victims. “MSA has helped
us to accomplish this goal,” said Renee Daum, Treasurer, Fire and Iron Firefighter Motorcycle Club - Station 6. "From MSA’s
cash donations to helping orchestrate so much for our Ride…they provided everything from refreshments to tents, to
T-shirts, to musical entertainment, not to mention a starting location at their corporate offices. We cannot thank MSA
enough," Daum added.

Each of Fire & Iron Firefighter Motorcycle Club’s chapters, known as "stations," is encouraged to champion a cause by raising
money through charitable endeavors. Established in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 2002, Station 6, comprised mostly of 
firefighters, their friends, and their families, sponsors two major events each year: a St. Valentine’s party scheduled for February
15, 2014 and the annual ride to benefit West Penn Burn Center's Summer Camp for Burned Children and UPMC
Mercy Pediatric Burn Unit to be held on May 31, 2014. See you next year!

While enjoying time with family over the
Christmas holiday, Tim Stein’s mother-in-law
was complaining of persistent headaches that
had been getting progressively worse. Being
a nurse, she worked long hours and 
maintained odd schedules, so headaches
were often a part of the job. What caused
concern was that she was also complaining
of feeling excessively tired and lethargic. 

"Since she lives alone, I offered to stop by to take
a look at her house, specifically her furnace," said
Stein, who works for Safety Service, Inc. 
"I brought one of our rental monitors, an MSA

ALTAIR 5X Detector, and immediately got a 
reading on the carbon monoxide (CO) sensor.
The CO level settled at 13 ppm in the kitchen,
but when I went to the furnace room it rose to
nearly 20 ppm!" Stein explained.

Immediately, they cracked the windows and
then contacted a furnace repair company. And
the culprit; the old furnace, was replaced the
next day. Although the home was equipped
with both smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors, they were old and failed to warn her
of the pending danger. "We have since replaced
the CO alarms with new ones and I am happy

to say that she started feeling much better
immediately," Stein said. 

"We all tend to think about safety while on the
job and we use the best equipment available,
but what about at home?" Stein asked. "When
it's time to evaluate furnaces, to check ovens or
to check any other combustible devices, bring
those gas monitors home! It only takes a few
minutes, and since most friends and family
don’t have access to such professional 
equipment like MSA gas detectors, you can be
their hero. For peace of mind, help protect your
family, friends and neighbors," advised Stein.

MSA Supports
Hurricane Sandy Relief Efforts
Hurricane Sandy wreaked havoc on the New York and New Jersey coastal areas. The
impact from the super storm will be felt for months, if not years, and the personal
devastation experienced by so many will be difficult to overcome.

In the days following this disaster, MSA took action by providing emergency responders
with much needed safety equipment and support that allowed them to more 
effectively – and safely – assist in the overwhelming recovery and clean-up efforts.
MSA field sales representative Tom Jeramaz visited numerous fire departments
within the impacted areas, distributing over $50,000 in gas detection devices and
checking existing gas detection products -- all free of charge.

In addition, through a local donation center established by our channel partner
Olympic Glove, MSA donated more than $100,000 in head and eye protection
equipment. We keep all of the people affected by this terrible disaster in our prayers.

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

Enhancements to 
Z-Gard® Series of
Sensors and Controllers

11

The updated Z-Gard Product Line will soon be better than ever, with a
new combustible sensor, a new controller (CXII) with BacNet and 
improved calibration!

Highlights of the series include the Z-Gard S Sensor, a single-point 
diffusion sensor for CO, NO2 and combustible gas. The Z-Gard DS 
Sensor offers dual CO and NO2 sensing in one package. With up to 
99 sensor inputs and twelve configurable relay outputs, the highly-
configurable Z-Gard CXII Controller supports eight zones, and features
a Modbus or BACNet communication option.

MSA Z-Gard Sensors and Controllers are ideal for use in underground
parking garages, enclosed truck docks, vehicle maintenance and 
storage facilities, transit facilities and airport and courier transfer stations.

ALTAIR 5X Multigas Detector - It’s Not Just for Work Anymore

To learn more, please scan the code with your smartphone or visit fireandironstation6.com.

Station 6 Fire and Iron Firefighter 
Motorcycle Club’s Fourth Annual Ride
Raises $7,000

For more details & product literature, go to MSAsafety .com
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The New Workman FP Stryder™ 
Anchorage Connector From MSA
Combines Flexibility with Durability
The Workman FP Stryder Anchorage Connector features low-friction wear pads to eliminate
metal-to-metal contact, enabling effortless gliding along the beam flange. The versatile design
permits mounting either overhead or at the worker’s feet. Vernier adjustability allows for 
a secure fit and ¼” adjustment intervals.

Additional features of the Workman FP Stryder Anchorage Connector include an easy-to-use lever-
locking adjustment (no pins to lose), a 400 pound working capacity, and ANSI Z359.1 approval.

To learn more, visit MSAsafety.com, Keywords: Beam Grips.

MSA EVOTECH Full-Body
Construction Harness
MSA’s new EVOTECH Full Body Construction Harness is available! Designed
with your comfort in mind, we included breathable padding with 
moisture-wicking material that aids in keeping users cooler, plus we 
provide a unique no-binding-edge shoulder pad that helps prevent neck
chaffing. A sub-pelvic strap, with patented variable-width webbing, 
provides 50% more surface area for improved weight distribution. 
Not to mention, a patent-pending leg strap design that keeps leg straps
in place to provide improved mobility and added comfort. The EVOTECH
Full Body Construction Harness ease of use is enhanced by dual-color
webbing to ensure fast and proper donning and a patent-pending web
management system for storing excess webbing.

To learn more, visit MSAsafety.com, Keywords: Evotech Harness.

MSA Helps Solve Equipment 
Challenge for
Kazakhstan Customer
North Caspian Production Operations Company (NCPOC) in Kazakhstan faced an
equipment challenge: new exploration sites near the Caspian Sea required escape
devices and supplied air respirators that could protect against potential leaks of
deadly hydrogen sulfide, as well as provide a second air source without requiring
the user to remove the face mask. On top of that, the equipment had to hold up
in harsh temperatures ranging from -32˚F in winter to 122˚F in summer.

MSA quickly engineered working prototypes, based on the PremAire® family of
respirators, specifically for the consortium. After several rounds of testing and
development, MSA successfully demonstrated – on a frigid February day with
temperatures of -32°F – a product that satisfied the consortium and cemented
a new client for MSA. The six and a half million dollar order included over 3,000
PremAire Escape Respirators, 300 PremAire Combination Units and 200 Air Maxx
Extreme Breathing Apparatus.

"Always listen to your customer and be patient," advises Mohamed Elagrab, MSA
Product Line Manager. Elagrab, along with area sales manager Lukasz
Niewiadomski, maintained confidence that MSA would supply a product that
fit the consortium's needs, despite many hurdles and tight deadlines.

Elagrab explained, "Without being positive and motivated, this four year effort
could have ended with no fruits." The Kazakhstan project exemplifies the high
standards of MSA products and proves, according to Elagrab, "that MSA is able
to deliver on its promise of being The Safety Company. Safety will remain our first
concern even in the most demanding situations."

When a 40 cylinder compressor at a natural gas
compressor station in Cureo, Texas, caught flame,
it could have been disastrous. An uncontained fire
could have caused millions of dollars in damage
and risked the lives of construction personnel
who were working at the plant when the fire
ignited. Thankfully, the FL4000H Multi-Spectrum
Infrared (MSIR) Flame Detector swiftly identified
the fire within the compressor’s motor cylinder
and arrested the machine’s operation. First 
responders were notified and had no trouble 
containing the blaze.

"The fire was contained just below the wire harness. If the harness was burnt or damaged, it would have
caused a long shut down of Compressor One," says Doyle Morris, Sales Engineer for General Monitors, an

MSA company. "The customer can only run a single compressor for so long, which is
why they alternate between the two." With one compressor out of
commission while waiting for the harness to be replaced – 

a process that might have taken three or four weeks – 
the loss in productivity would have cost the customer
2.8 million dollars, in addition to the 1.2 million dollar
price tag on the compressor!

And, of course, the potential loss of human lives is 
unquantifiable. Morris said, "With many workers on site, 
an uncontrolled fire could have been catastrophic." But
thanks to the FL4000H Multi-Spectrum Infrared (MSIR) Flame
Detector, and the quick-moving first responders, a potential disaster
became a mere hiccup.

Mohamed Elagrab (left) 
and Lukasz Niewiadomski (right)

Flame Detector Prevents Major Fire at a
Natural Gas Compressor Station



MSA Launches New Marketing Campaign
Designed to Connect with Firefighters
The campaign - built on the theme "When You Go In - We Go In With You" - is a multi-faceted 
marketing effort that not only recognizes the mind set and applauds the dedication of firefighters,
but also showcases MSA's long-standing commitment to the fire service industry. 

Fighting fires is not for the faint of heart. But for those who answer "the call," they become part of a
family known for its selflessness, bravery and commitment to leaving no person behind. That's exactly
the message MSA intends to convey through this new marketing campaign created to recognize
the spirit of camaraderie and commitment that exists among firefighters around the world.

"MSA is the world's leading company dedicated to workplace safety," said Joe Bigler, President of
MSA North America. "Because of the diversity of the many markets MSA serves, we've heard at times,
from firefighters, there's a perception MSA is not fully committed to the fire service. Nothing could
be further from the truth, and one of our goals with this campaign is to destroy that misperception
by showcasing our innovative technology for firefighters and, equally important, MSA's long-standing
commitment to this critical market segment."

Our goal is to continue to develop innovative safety solutions that meet the ever-changing needs of
our first responders.

For more details & product literature, go to MSAsafety .com

To learn more about MSA's commitment to Firefighters, scan the code with your smartphone.

MSA’s V-Gard Accessory System
Face Protection Products Designed
to Work with MSA Helmets
The V-Gard Accessory System from MSA now features nearly 60 face protection
products that are specifically designed to work with MSA helmets. These reliable 
accessories offer the same high standard of protection as the V-Gard Helmet –
the head protection of choice of workers worldwide.

The V-Gard Accessory System provides compliant above-the-neck protection,
with 10 versatile Frames that are compatible with earmuffs, half-mask respirators
and other PPE; 35 different Visors for General Purpose, Chemical/Splash, Elevated
Temperature, Welding, and Arc Flash applications; and Chin Protectors to supply
additional protection for the neck area. Winter Liners, Sun Shields, SunShades
and Terri-Brand Sweatbands are also available to help protect workers against
the elements. 

And for those who love other MSA Helmets, (such as the Skullgard
Helmet), a universal version of the V-Gard Frame fits any MSA 
slotted or non-slotted helmet. Most importantly, with 
our V-Gard Accessory system, compliance is made easy,
meeting the applicable requirements for ANSI/ISEA
Z87.1-2010 and CSA Z94.3. Many also meet EN166,
AS/NZS 1337, and other local standards.

To learn more, scan the QR code with your 
smartphone or visit MSAsafety.com, 
Keywords: VGard System.

New Anchorage Connectors 
Provide Expanded Options
MSA’s new Anchorage Connectors include the MEGA Swivel (in zinc alloy or
stainless steel, and for use in concrete or steel), the MEGA Swivel Hybrid, the 
Toggle Lok Concrete Anchor and the Weld-on Puck. Maximum weight capacity
for the connectors extends to 400 pounds. Durable, removable and reusable,
MSA anchorage connectors are an important component of a complete personal
fall arrest system.

To learn more, scan the codes with your smartphone or visit MSAsafety.com, 
Keywords: Anchorage Connectors.

5K Toggle Lok Concrete Anchor

Weld-on Puck 
(shown with 10K MEGA swivel D-ring)

5K MEGA Swivel (Steel)

MEGA Swivel Hybrid 



For more details & product literature, go to MSAsafety .com

Fixed Gas and Flame Detection
US Navy – LHA-7 Project

The recent tornado in Moore, Oklahoma, just outside of Oklahoma City, left a 
17-mile path of destruction resulting in 24 fatalities. The storm, categorized as an
EF5, the National Weather Service’s most catastrophic distinction, damaged or 
destroyed more than 13,000 homes with winds exceeding 200 miles-per-hour.
The devastating storm created an estimated $2 billion in damage and could prove
to be the most costly tornado in U.S. history. It goes without saying that the impact
of this catastrophic event will be felt for years and the personal disaster 
experienced by so many will be difficult to overcome.

In the days following this disaster, MSA quickly responded, donating $70,000
worth of equipment directly to the City of Moore. The items, including dust 
respirators and filter cartridges, face shields, hearing protection, safety glasses,
and V-Gard hard hats were shipped to Mid-Continent Safety, one of MSA’s valued
channel partners. 

The products were distributed by Chesapeake Emergency Response Team directly
to those individuals involved with the recovery effort. MSA Construction Sales
Manager, Miguel Campos and MSA First Responder Sales Manager, Scott Becker
were also onsite in Moore, offering further support, visiting with community
members, churches and local volunteer fire departments.

Please keep all of the people affected by this terrible disaster in your prayers.

MSA Sponsored “Wills for Heroes” Event for 
Pittsburgh Firefighters
To help protect our first responders who are often unprepared in the event of a tragedy, MSA was proud to be
the lead sponsor of Wills for Heroes, a national program where lawyers volunteer their time and services to 
provide wills, living wills and other estate documents - free of charge - to first responders and their spouses or
significant others. 

Sponsored by MSA’s law department, in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Young
Lawyers Division of the Allegheny County Bar Association, Wills for Heroes took place on June 1, 2013. Attorneys
from MSA and partnering law firms conducted 45- to 90-minute sessions with individual firefighters and, when
finished, the first responders actually left with complete, notarized documents.

“For many first responders, thinking about a will is an uncomfortable reminder of the inherent danger of their
profession,” said Doug McClaine, MSA Vice President, Secretary and General Counsel. But, for those who are 
seriously injured or die in the line of duty without a will, their loved ones will face difficult decisions and financial
struggles. That’s why it is imperative to convey the importance of having a will and living will in place should
the unthinkable happen. 

"We are grateful to MSA and the Wills for Heroes program for making it easy for our members to have a valid
and legal will,” said John Gardell, Recording Secretary for Pittsburgh Firefighters Local No.1. "We sincerely thank
all of the attorneys who volunteered their time for this great program," Gardell added.

Photo courtesy of FEMA/George Armstrong

MSA won a substantial order from the US Navy for installation of our equipment on the “LHA-7”
project. The order is valued at over $750,000 and includes MSA’s Ultima® X Series Gas Monitors
and GasGard® XL Controllers.

LHA-7 is the Navy’s next large-deck, America-class amphibious assault ship, newly named the USS
Tripoli. These ships are meant to land Marines on shore using helicopters supported by fighter jets, and
can serve as small aircraft carriers. The ship will be 844 feet long, 106 feet wide and weigh nearly 45,000
tons. It will host a crew of more than 1,000, with room to carry more than 1,600 additional Marines.

The USS Tripoli is being built at Huntington Ingalls Industries in Pascagoula, Mississippi. The US Navy ordered
the Tripoli on May 31, 2012 with a contract valued at $2.38 billion. Construction on the ship began in April
2013 with delivery due to the US Navy by 2015. 

The amphibious assault ship is the seventh in that series; and although the earlier models have our monitors,
these products are upgraded for the LHA-7 model. Congratulations to our team!

MSA Provides Aid 
to Emergency Response Teams 
in Moore, Oklahoma

MSA FireHawk® M7XT Air Mask
MSA’s new FireHawk M7XT Air Mask will provide critical personal SCBA protection and meet new NFPA
1981 and 1982 2013-edition standards. FireHawk M7XT Air Mask offers seven life-safety design 

components to provide firefighters with durability and performance from
the highest quality SCBA available. Amenities include new Ultra Elite® XT

Communication System electronic voice amplifier, I-HUD Receiver wireless
heads up display and ICM® TxR Unit for firefighter accountability.

To learn more, visit MSAsafety.com, Keyword: M7XT.
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Spotlight on Safety is MSA’s publication for customers that
shows how our personal protective products and equipment
solve your health and safety problems.

MSA (Mine Safety Appliances Company) has been
protecting work forces since 1914. Headquartered in
Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania, MSA is the world’s largest
company dedicated to providing a complete range of
sophisticated personal protection products and equipment
for worker and plant protection.

Our products are used by firefighters; law enforcement
officers; and workers in industrial manufacturing,
construction, hazardous materials/abatement operations,
mining, offshore drilling and refineries, utilities, shipbuilding,
agriculture, and pulp and paper industries.

Spotlight on Safety contains only a general description of
the products and applications shown. While uses and
performance capabilities may be described, under no
circumstances shall the products be used by untrained or
unqualified individuals and not until the product
instructions, including any warnings or cautions provided,
have been thoroughly read and understood. Only they
contain the complete and detailed information concerning
proper use and care of these products.

If you have any comments about Spotlight on Safety,
please contact us by toll-free phone at 1-800-MSA-2222
(MSA Customer Service), mail or email.

Spotlight on Safety

Trish Luedtke
1000 Cranberry Woods Drive
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

Internet site: MSAsafety.com

E-mail to: Trish.Luedtke@MSAsafety.com

We look forward to seeing you at these remaining 2013 industry events!
Please check MSAsafety.com, Keyword: Events for our 2014 schedule.

2013 Exhibit Dates 2013 Show and Location Booth #

AUGUST 16-17 FRI Conference and Expo; McCormick Place Convention Center; Chicago, IL 4031

AUGUST 26-29 National VPPPA Conference; Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center; Nashville, TN 411, 413, 511

SEPT 30-OCTOBER 2 NSC; McCormick Place Convention Center; Chicago, IL 2001

OCTOBER 5-9 WEFTEC; McCormick Place Convention Center; Chicago, IL 4746

For more details & product literature, go to MSAsafety .com


