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Fire Service Alert — Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS)
Notice of Change to the Current Edition of NFPA 1982-2013
Standard on Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS)
December 21, 2016

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has issued a Tentative Interim Amendment
that requires PASS manufacturers to change the PASS alarm sound required in the current
edition of NFPA 1982-2013 for PASS devices manufactured after December 21, 2016, to a
new, more audible PASS alarm sound. This impacts stand-alone PASS devices and PASS that
are integrated with SCBA.

Background

The 2013 edition of the NFPA PASS standard implemented a standardized PASS alarm sound
for all PASS devices. The purpose of the standard alarm sound was to improve firefighter
safety, interoperability on the fireground, and the directionality of the PASS alarm sound. For
fire departments in the United States and Canada, most PASS devices are integrated with
SCBA.

In 2015, the NFPA committee responsible for PASS began to hear concerns from fire
departments and firefighters that the new standard alarm sound was harder to hear than the
older PASS alarm sounds.

Since the release of the 2013 revision of NFPA 1982, The Technical Committee on Electronic
Safety Equipment has identified a more effective pattern of sound and has incorporated it into
the Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA), which requires all PASS manufacturers to implement
the new universal PASS alarm sound to comply with NFPA 1982, 2013 Edition. The Technical
Committee believes this new sound is more audible than the current PASS alarm sound and
further enhances firefighter safety.

The TIA is effective for all PASS devices manufactured after the effective date of the TIA,
December 21, 2016.

While the TIA does not require that PASS devices or SCBA with integrated PASS devices be
updated to the new alarm sound, all users of PASS devices compliant with NFPA 1982-2013 are
encouraged to consider upgrading their equipment to incorporate this new and more audible
PASS alarm sound. (more information below)
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NOTE: The Proposed 2018 Edition of the NFPA PASS standard (NFPA 1982) includes the new
PASS alarm sound.

What is a Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA)?

A Tentative Interim Amendment is tentative because it has not been processed through the
entire standards-making procedures of NFPA. It is interim because it is effective only between
editions of the respective standard (i.e., 2013 vs. 2018). A TIA automatically becomes a public
input for the next edition of the standard; as such, it then is subject to all procedures of the
standards-making process.

When will the TIA become effective?

The TIA has been by issued by NFPA with an effective date of December 21, 2016, which
requires all new PASS devices certified to NFPA 1982-2013 Edition to include the new
universal PASS alarm sound. To review the NFPA 1982 document go to www.NFPA.org/1982 or
to read the TIA go to www.nfpa.org/assets/files/AboutTheCodes/1982/TIA 1982 13 2.pdf

How will the TIA impact fire departments?

It is important to understand that the issuance of the TIA will not impact the certification of
PASS presentlyin the field. Current PASS that have been certified to meet the NFPA 1982, 2013
Edition standard will continue to maintain their certification as being compliant to the
standard and are not required to be updated. All new PASS manufactured after December 21,
2016, will be required to meet the new universal PASS alarm sound as specified in the TIA.

Will manufacturers offer an upgrade to the new universal PASS alarm sound?

For departments that currently own 2013 Edition PASS devices manufactured prior to
December 21, 2016, manufacturers are required to provide an option to update the PASS
program to meet the new universal PASS alarm sound. For details surrounding cost and
availability of this upgrade, departments should contact their PASS manufacturer or supplier.



http://www.nfpa.org/1982
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/AboutTheCodes/1982/TIA_1982_13_2.pdf

30f3

PASS manufacturers contact information is listed below:

Grace Industries, Inc.

305 Bend Hill Rd.
Fredonia, PA 16124
Phone: 1-800-969-6933
Fax: 724-962-3611
info@graceindustries.com

MSA
1-877-672-FIRE (3473)
www.msafire.com/breathe

Draeger
Martyn Lamb — Product Portfolio

Manager Region North America

Draeger Inc.

7256 South Sam Houston West Parkway,
Suite 100

Houston, TX 77085

Cell: 281-635-7422

DD: 346-802-6009
martyn.lamb@draeger.com

Avon Protection Systems

1361 Brass Mill Road, Suite F

Belcamp, Maryland 21017 - USA
Customer Service: +1 (888) 286-6440
customerservice@avon-protection.com

INTERSPIRO, Inc.

10225 82nd Avenue
Pleasant Prairie
WI53158-5801

TEL +1 262 947 9901

TOLL FREE 800-468-7788
FAX +1 262 947 9902
E-MAIL info@interspiro.com
http://www.interspiro.com/

Scott Safety
4320 Goldmine Road

Monroe, NC 28110

Tech Support: 1-800-247-7257, option 4
www.ScottSafety.com
www.ScottSafetyNation.com

Honeywell Safety Products

Honeywell Respiratory Technical Services
3001 South Susan Street

Santa Ana, CA 92704-6434

800-873-5242 (Press 2)


mailto:info@graceindustries.com
https://d.docs.live.net/db38982dd9d48b02/www.msafire.com/breathe
mailto:martyn.lamb@draeger.com
mailto:customerservice@avon-protection.com?
mailto:info@interspiro.com
http://www.interspiro.com/
http://www.scottsafety.com/
http://www.scottsafetynation.com/
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Will be sent to the following for distribution, may include others.

International Association of Fire Chiefs, Web sites and print — Safety and Health Section
International Association of Firefighters, Web sites and print
National Volunteer Fire Council

National Fallen Firefighter Foundation

Volunteer Fireman’s Insurance Services

Fire Engineering Print, Online and Social Media

Firehouse Print, Online and Social Media

Fire Chief Online and Social Media

Twitter, Alan Brunacini, Dennis Rubin, IFE, Bruce Varner UL, NIST
Daily Dispatch National News

Fire Department Safety Officers Association

State Fire Training Officers?

Daily Dispatch

Texas Fire Chiefs Friday Report.



