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29 CFR 1910.269, Electric Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution intends to reduce
electrical hazard risk to workers, not only within the electric utility industry, but also within
other facilities that operate and maintain transmission and distribution systems. In 2014, OSHA
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration) published the 1910.269 final rule revision to
this 40-year-old standard to enhance clarity and reflect changing times. Differences between
OSHA'’s rules for general industry and for construction have been streamlined to be much

more consistent.

In order to resolve outstanding matters, OSHA delayed compliance deadlines for certain
requirements until 2015 and are now in effect. New and revised requirements include:

« Host employer and contract employer exchange of safety-related information
«  Minimum approach distances

« Arc-flash protection

- Fall protection

Establishing a relatively safe working environment from the outset is addressed in part via
mandated communication among host employers, contract employers and employees.
Engineering analyses are required to determine minimum approach distances in proximity to
high-voltage environments. Arc hazard heat energy estimates must be calculated in order to
provide arc flash-rated personal protective equipment to workers at risk. Fall protection is
addressed not only as it relates to free fall distance, but also to climbing on vertical structures
and vertical climbing systems.

This paper highlights certain portions of the final rule that are relevant to those working
within power generation, transmission and distribution systems. Italicized areas have been
quoted directly from the final rule.

Because every life has a purpose...
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Our Mission

MSA’s mission is to see to it that men and women may work in safety and that they, their families
and their communities may live in health throughout the world.

MSA: Because every life has a purpose.
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