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UNIT 1: PERSPECTIVE

What D
o I Believe

 About My World? … 7

Is There Absolute T
ruth? … 10

How Did I Get Here? … 13

How Do I Value People Who 

Believe
 Differently

? … 16

MEMORY PASSAGE

For it w
as You who 

created
 my inward parts;

You knit m
e together in m

y 

mother’s womb.

I will praise Y
ou

because I h
ave b

een r
emarkably and 

wonderfully made.

Your works are wonderful,

and I know this ver
y well.

My bones w
ere not hidden from You

when I w
as m

ade in s
ecret,

when I w
as formed in th

e depths of the ear
th.

Your eyes sa
w me when I w

as formless;

all m
y days were written

 in Your book and planne
d

before a si
ngle o

ne of them began.

Psalm 139:13-16
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1. What do you believe about your world?

2. Is there absolute truth?

3. How did you get here?

4.  How do you value 
people who believe 
differently?
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Our first day is Day _____.
It is described in 
Genesis 1:________.
What was created on 
this day?

What did God 
call “good”?

What surprised 
you about this 
day?

Our second day is Day ____.
It is described in 
Genesis 1:_______.

What was created on this 
day?

How does what 
was created on 
this day relate 
to what was 
created on our 
first day?

What did God call 
“good”?

What surprised you about 
this day?
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People have tried to explain Genesis 1 in many different ways. Consider 
some of the ways described here. What problems do you see with them?

Theory
What the 

Theory Says
Problems?

Day Age 
Theory

The “days” of Genesis 1 were 
really long periods of time, 
perhaps millions of years.

Gap 
Theory

There’s a gap of time between 
Genesis 1:1 and the rest of the 

chapter. Maybe millions of 
years went by during this gap, 
leaving time for evolution and 

other lengthy processes.

Allegory 
Theory

Don’t take Genesis 1 as fact. It 
represents things. All of the 
different parts of creation 

are symbolic of other things, 
kind of like Jesus’ parables 

were often symbolic stories to 
help His listeners understand 

the point He was making.

Literature 
Theory

Genesis is just a piece of 
literature, like a novel or a 

poem. We shouldn’t take it any 
more seriously than we take 
the writings of Shakespeare 

or Dickens.

Recycled 
Myth 

Theory

Genesis 1 takes some 
Babylonian myths and 

reshapes them. We don’t take 
those other myths seriously, 
so why should we take this 

one seriously?

FLYTE   
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Consider each of the following 
statements related to Genesis 1. Decide 
whether the statement is a spine 
(something that Christians must agree 
on) or a rib (something important but 
disagreement is OK). You might even decide 
that something is a toenail (something 
that isn’t really important at all). 

  On Day 5, God created every species of animal 
that has ever existed.

  Plants were created on Day 3, but the sun 
wasn’t created until Day 4. Since plants need 
the sun to live, this must be a mistake.

  God created man in His image, so we must not 
have evolved by random chance.

  God created people last, so we must be extra 
special.

  God created light on Day 1, but the sun on Day 4. 
The light on Day 1 must have been Jesus.

  Since the Bible says there was evening and 
morning, the days must have been 24 hours long.

  God created the heavens and the earth, and He 
started with nothing.

  Since God gave man plants for food, they must 
have been vegetarians.

  On Day 4, the moon was said to rule the night, 
but today the moon is often seen in the daytime. 
The moon must have changed since then.

•   God created everything that we see.
•   The Bible can be trusted to describe creation 

accurately.
•   You do not have to understand exactly how creation 

began if you trust that God did it.
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