Bible Studies for Life Extra
August 18, 2013

Jesus Commissions His Church
Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:6-8; 2:41-47

Beginning September, Bible Studies for Life Extra will be available on the BSFL blog.
Please update your bookmarks to continue using Extra in the fall quarter.

Introduction

To introduce the lesson theme that Jesus’ ongoing work is carried out today by believers
connected with one another and empowered by the Holy Spirit, share a summary of the
following article excerpt about a British Columbia man who is passionate about helping
the impoverished people of his homeland.

He has the resolve. And there is definitely a need. Now, all Djiba Camara needs is a
little help.

The Coquitlam man wants to give a hand up to the people of his former African
homeland and has amassed a container full of used clothing, electronics, sports
equipment, uniforms and even sewing machines for communities in Conakry, Guinea.

The PE and French teacher has already raised $2,000 through his Coquitlam church
and the Langley school where he teaches. But shipping the goods is an expensive
endeavour,

He has made contact with a shipping company that is footing some of the costs but
he'll need at least $6,000 plus money to get the goods through customs. Camara has
long-term plans to start a trade school where Guineans can learn computer skills,
sewing and small-scale agriculture to improve the economy.

He's passionate about his plan to help his former countrymen, including his five
brothers, reach self-sufficiency. "If I can give them something to do [to improve their
lives], then I will feel I did something with my life."

Camara left Guinea in 1979 to play soccer, including Hungary, where he became a
citizen and, at the request of his mom, didn't return for 30 years. When he finally did
go home to be with his mother, who was suffering from Alzheimer's, he was shocked
at the lack of food, the poverty and poor living conditions.

Many meals were skipped because there was no food. "I kept waiting for breakfast to

come but none came, then I waited for lunch and there was no lunch. They only eat
one meal a day."
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He provided a family feast of roast lamb and saw children stuffing their faces as if it
was their last meal.

The experience changed the focus of his life. The FIFA-certified coach who once
coached the women's Whitecaps is hoping to use those skills to raise more funds for
the long-term project.

His condo in Coquitlam that he shares with his son, Noah, is stuffed from floor to
ceiling with items destined for Conakry, and he plans on giving away his beds and his
TV and DVD collection.

Source: Diane Strandberg, "A helping hand to his former homeland," The Tri-City
News (online), 11 July 2013 (accessed 4 August 2013).

Ask:
e What would you say fuels Camara’s passion to help the people in the land of his
birth?
e Why are many people who heard his story willing to help financially to make
Camara’s dream a reality?
e What need might you care so much about that you would be willing to give away
your bed and TV, as Camara plans to do, to see it accomplished?

For Djiba Camara, helping his former neighbors reach self-sufficiency is a noble goal. As
Christians we can also look back to our former days. Many of us have friends and family
members who are still lost and without Christ. With God’s help we can be as passionate
as this man about their condition, and about doing whatever it takes to help them find
what we have found.

Conclusion

To highlight the truth that as followers of Christ we can commit to becoming active
participants in God’s work in the world today, share a summary of the following article
excerpt about how God’s grace saved a troubled young man some would have dismissed
as hopeless.

...As an Indianapolis journalist, I wanted to tell you one story I encountered there.
It’s about Curtis Adkins, who when growing up looked like a tragedy waiting to
happen.

His father left the family. They moved every three to four months in the city. Adkins

would switch schools and fall behind, so school officials put him in classes for
learning disabilities.
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By middle school Adkins thought of himself as a troublemaker, and so did school
authorities. He was expelled from one school and sent to another one. He landed in
juvenile court on minor charges. He tried drugs, abused alcohol, and got kicked out of
his mother’s house.

As a homeless teen, Adkins stayed on friends’ couches. Often that profile adds up to a
life of crime and prison—but this young man also bumped into people who wanted to
help him. A family took him in for a year, on the condition that he join the Shepherd
Community Center. There he heard about the small Indianapolis Christian School,
where he benefited from small class sizes and tutoring.

Yet it wasn’t always a smooth ride, for Adkins or the people assisting him. Shepherd
director Jay Height came to see why Adkins had been booted out of school. “He was
obnoxious,” Height recalled. “I kicked him out when he was first here.”

Another family recommended that he join them on a short mission trip to serve in
Bolivia. “I thought I was poor, staying with people here and there,” Adkins said.
“Then I went to a Third World country and saw kids without shoes and moms raising
their kids in the street.”

He also saw a new side of Christian faith. Adkins had tried to improve himself to
please God: “Before that trip I felt to accept Christ that I would have to change so
much in my life. My life would have to be perfect.”

He discovered a different perspective in Bolivia. “I realized that Christ loved me in
spite of my sins,” Adkins said. “It wasn’t about ourselves or what we were doing, but
it was about what God was doing.”

Adkins is now 31, married, with two children and a stable job. These days he serves
at Shepherd Community Center, attempting to steer other at-risk children and teens to
the straight-and-narrow path. Jay Height sees Adkins as an important part of a team
aiming to break multi-generational poverty on the East Side of urban Indianapolis.
“He’s helping us shape our programs because he’s been there,” Height said. “He’s
improving our diversity of voice to include those who are the first generation out of
poverty.”

Source: Russ Pulliam, "How Christ Changed a Life," World Magazine (online), 1
August 2013 (accessed 4 August 2013).

Ask:
e  What do you think inspired the family who invited this rebellious troublemaker to
join them on a mission trip to Bolivia?
e Plenty of people tried to help Curtis Adkins. What would you say finally made a
difference and turned his life around?
e What do we need to change so the message others hear from us is not, “clean up
your life” but rather, “God loves you in spite of your flaws”?
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Biblical Insight
Are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time? (Acts 1:6)

The disciples’ question about restoring the Kingdom of Israel was a valid one. The Old
Testament prophecies said that the Messiah, as David’s heir, would free Israel from its
captors and restore it as a nation. Jesus helped His followers understand that they should
focus on God’s power—which is available, instead of His timing—which is not.
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