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ABOUT THE GOSPEL PROJECT

Some people see the Bible as a collection of stories with morals for life application. But it’s so 
much more. Sure, the Bible has some stories in it, but it’s also full of poetry, history, codes of 
law and civilization, songs, prophecy, letters—even a love letter. When you tie it all together, 
something remarkable happens. A story is revealed. One story. The story of redemption 
through Jesus. This is The Gospel Project.

When we begin to see the Bible as the story of redemption through Jesus Christ, God’s plan to 
rescue the world from sin and death, our perspective changes. We no longer look primarily for 
what the Bible says about us but instead see what it tells us about God and what He has done. 
After all, it’s the gospel that saves us, and when we encounter Jesus in the pages of Scripture, 
the gospel works on us, transforming us into His image. We become God’s gospel project.

ABOUT THE WRITERS

Michael Kelley lives in Nashville, Tennessee, with his wife, Jana,  
and their three children: Joshua, Andi, and Christian. He serves as  
the Director of Discipleship for LifeWay Christian Resources. Michael 
speaks across the country at churches, conferences, and retreats and  
is the author of three Bible studies and the book Wednesdays Were Pretty 
Normal: A Boy, Cancer, and God.

Ali Claxton adapted this material for use with small groups. 
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Welcome to The Gospel Project, a gospel-centered small-group study that dives deep into the 
things of God, lifts up Jesus, focuses on the grand story of Scripture, and drives participants 
to be on mission. This small-group Bible study provides opportunities to study the Bible and 
to encounter the living Christ. The Gospel Project provides you with tools and resources to 
purposefully study God’s Word and to grow in the faith and knowledge of God’s Son. And 
what’s more, you can do so in the company of others, encouraging and building up one 
another. Here are some things to remember that will help you maximize the usefulness of 
this resource:

GATHER A GROUP. We grow in the faith best in community with other believers, as we 
love, encourage, correct, and challenge one another. The life of a disciple of Christ was never 
meant to be lived alone, in isolation. 

PRAY. Pray regularly for your group members. 

PREPARE. This resource includes the Bible study content, three devotionals, and discus-
sion questions for each session. Work through the session and devotionals in preparation for 
each group session. Take notes and record your own questions. Also consider the follow-up 
questions so you are ready to participate in and add to the discussion, bringing up your own 
notes and questions where appropriate.

RESOURCE YOURSELF. Make good use of the additional resources available on the 
Web at gospelproject.com/additionalresources and search for this specific title. Download a 
podcast. Read a blog post. Be intentional about learning from others in the faith. For tips  
on how to better lead groups or additional ideas for leading this Bible study, visit:  
ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

GROUP TIME. Gather together with your group to discuss the session and devotional 
content. Work through the follow-up questions and your own questions. Discuss the material 
and the implications for the lives of believers and the mission to which we have been called.

OVERFLOW. Remember…The Gospel Project is not just a Bible study. We are the project. 
The gospel is working on us. Don’t let your preparation time be simply about the content. 
Let the truths of God’s Word soak in as you study. Let God work on your heart first, and 
then pray that He will change the hearts of the other people in your group.
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 “The ultimate happiness in life is the conviction that one is loved; 
loved for oneself—better still, loved in spite of oneself�” 1

VICTOR HUGO

SESSION 1

GOD 
PURSUES 

ISRAEL



INDIVIDUAL STUDY

If you’re married, think back to your wedding day. What do you remember? What were you 
nervous about? What made the day memorable? Who was there? What do you remember 
about the way your spouse was dressed? Questions like these are easy for most married 
people to answer because days like that are etched in our minds and memories.  

If you’re married, what’s the most vivid memory you have of your own 
wedding day? 

If you’re not married, what’s the most memorable thing you’ve ever seen 
happen at a wedding?

Despite the fact that many marriages tragically end in divorce, no one starts out with that 
intent. People don’t walk to the altar with the expectation of marriage failure. And even fewer 
enter into that covenant relationship with the expectation of unfaithfulness.

While we have the luxury of having our hopes and dreams of a life together spread out before us, 
consider for a moment the story of God’s prophet Hosea who walked into his own troubled marriage 
with his eyes wide open. For Hosea, marriage held the promise not only of joy but of pain, for God 
was going to use the most intimate of human relationships to show His people the true nature of 
love and redemption. But that visible display of God’s own character would come at a dramatic price.

In this session, we see how the life and, in particular, the marriage of God’s prophet Hosea 
shows us the great lengths that God goes to in order to pursue the people He loves. Despite 
our unfaithfulness, God loves us still and is willing to take on the personal cost and sacrifice 
of bringing us into and keeping us in right relationship with Him. Because of His love, God 
continually goes after unfaithful people like us, and in this pursuit, He provides a model for 
how we are to pursue others with the good news of His love.

Throughout the week, engage these daily study sections on your own. Each of these highlights 
the covenant nature of God as He pursues us, loves us and purchases us out of our slavery 
to sin. There are three daily readings to prepare you before your group meets for this session. 
Interact with the Scriptures, and be ready to interact with your small group.
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1
God’s prophets, in the Old Testament, are His mouthpieces. They are those who stand before 
the people and say with heavenly authority, “Thus says the LORD.” Typically, the messages 
of prophets involved needed repentance on the part of the people. In the case of Hosea, the 
prophetic role involved more than speaking. God’s plan for this prophet involved a walking, 
talking, breathing kind of message. It was this call that God placed on Hosea’s life beginning 
in Hosea 1:2:

2 When the LORD first spoke to Hosea, He said this to him: Go and marry a 
promiscuous wife and have children of promiscuity, for the land is committing 
blatant acts of promiscuity by abandoning the LORD. 3 So he went and married 
Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 4 Then the 

LORD said to him: Name him Jezreel, for in a little while I will bring the bloodshed 
of Jezreel on the house of Jehu and put an end to the kingdom of the house of 

Israel. 5 On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.  
6 She conceived again and gave birth to a daughter, and the LORD said to him: 

Name her No Compassion, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of 
Israel. I will certainly take them away. 7 But I will have compassion on the house 
of Judah, and I will deliver them by the LORD their God. I will not deliver them 
by bow, sword, or war, or by horses and cavalry. 8 After Gomer had weaned No 

Compassion, she conceived and gave birth to a son. 9 Then the LORD said: Name 
him Not My People, for you are not My people, and I will not be your God. 

HOSEA 1:2-9

Hosea was under no pretense about the kind of relationship he was entering into. He knew 
from the beginning that this marriage would be filled with infidelity.

Historically, Hosea lived at a time of relative peace in the land. The kingdom of Israel was 
split into two kingdoms in the 10th century B.C. after Solomon’s reign. These two kingdoms, 
Israel and Judah, were frequently competitive and at odds with one another, but the time as  
a whole had been relatively good from a material standpoint. 

The neighboring nations were busy warring with each other and, for the most part, had 
left the two kingdoms alone. But with their prosperity had come decadence. And with that 
decadence had come unfaithfulness to the Lord. It was into such an environment that God 
delivered His command to Hosea. 

An Unfaithful Bride
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God’s command was shocking, of course, because it involved expectations contrary to any 
number of commands given by God regarding faithfulness in marriage. But this prophet was 
not to prophesy against unfaithfulness like the prophet Micah. Instead, he was to take in and 
embrace a wife with the full knowledge of her history and even her future.

Why do you think God asked Hosea to marry this woman? 

Why was it not sufficient for Hosea to deliver God’s message with  
words alone?

When God designed marriage, He instituted a relationship of such intimacy, of such sacrifice, 
of such mutual love, that it would serve as a walking, talking, living, breathing illustration of 
the relationship between Christ and the church (see Eph. 5:32).

In commanding Hosea to take an unfaithful wife like Gomer, God was demonstrating the 
intensely personal relationship that He desires with His people. Further, He illustrated just 
how painful and sacrificial that relationship has always been on Him as the faithful partner. 

To take us back to the beginning, then, we might well wonder what Hosea was feeling as he 
stood next to Gomer at the altar. Perhaps he felt a glimmer of the same thing that God was 
feeling as He entered into a covenant relationship with Israel. It’s the painful knowledge of what 
is and what is to come and yet being compelled by His great love to move forward anyway.  

Here, in this prophet, God not only had one who could stand with authority and pronounce 
the word of the Lord but also one who could speak the truth with a measure of pain in his 
heart similar to the kind of pain that the Lord has felt in pursuing an unfaithful people. 

How would Hosea’s life experience have influenced the way he spoke the 
word of the Lord?
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2
In the previous section we saw a remarkable kind of love and faithfulness Hosea showed to 
his wife, all the while knowing her pattern of unfaithful behavior. Seeing this, how much 
more must God love His people? How much more passionately does His affection burn even 
for those who time and time again walk away from Him? This picture of the love of God 
stands in stark contrast to what passes for love in our own culture. Think about this:

How trivially do we throw around the word love? How many times have 
you said the word today and about how many different things?

How do we, based on our usage of the word in our culture, define love? 

How is that different than the picture we see in Scripture of God’s love?

We love sports, movies, pets, food, actors, games, and a host of other things. We throw 
around the word without thinking about it; it’s part of our regular vocabulary. It seems to us, 
at least based on the way we use the word, that love is a feeling, an emotion. Therefore, we 
quickly fall in and out of love with everything from the taste of certain foods to people with 
whom we are meant to be in a covenant relationship.

According to that mindset, love is not decision- and commitment-based but instead founded 
on the shaky foundation of personal preference and taste. With God, we find the true defi-
nition of the word love. It’s a definition forged not with word but with action, exemplified 
by the work of Jesus on the cross: “Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).

God, in His love, not only pursued us in the midst of our unfaithfulness, as Hosea did with 
Gomer, but God promises His love to us forever. Threaded inseparably into the narrative 
of Hosea’s marriage is God’s promise of love for His own people. Just as Hosea was called to 
continue to pursue and love his wife, so God had committed Himself to His people:

Promises of God’s Love
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14 Therefore, I am going to persuade her, lead her to the wilderness, and speak 
tenderly to her. 15 There I will give her vineyards back to her and make the 

Valley of Achor into a gateway of hope. There she will respond as she did in 
the days of her youth, as in the day she came out of the land of Egypt. 16 In that 

day—this is the LORD’s declaration—you will call Me, “My husband,” and no 
longer call Me, “My Baal.”17 For I will remove the names of the Baals from her 
mouth; they will no longer be remembered by their names. 18 On that day I will 
make a covenant for them with the wild animals, the birds of the sky, and the 
creatures that crawl on the ground. I will shatter bow, sword, and weapons of 
war in the land and will enable the people to rest securely. 19 I will take you to 
be My wife forever. I will take you to be My wife in righteousness, justice, love, 

and compassion. 20 I will take you to be My wife in faithfulness, and you will 
know Yahweh. 21 On that day I will respond—this is the LORD’s declaration. I will 
respond to the sky, and it will respond to the earth. 22 The earth will respond to 

the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and they will respond to Jezreel. 23 I will sow 
her in the land for Myself, and I will have compassion on No Compassion; I will 
say to Not My People: You are My people, and he will say, “You are My God.” 

HOSEA 2:14-23

It’s not that love is devoid of emotion when it comes to God—far from it. In fact, these 
verses, along with a host of others in both the Old and New Testaments, show us the deep 
affection God has for His people (see Deut. 7:8-9; Isa. 54:8-10; Jer. 31:3; Rom. 8:31-39;  
1 John 4:8-11). But God’s love is much deeper than that. His love, and all true love, involves 
willing pursuit and necessary sacrifice for the sake of the one being loved. 

It’s important to see in these verses that God is the One doing the pursuing here. He is 
leading; He is taking; He is giving. His people are the ones responding to that initiating love 
of God. So it is with us. 

Which of God’s promises in Hosea 2:14-23 stands out to you? Why? 

Why is it important to know that God will not withdraw His love from  
His people?
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3
At some point between Hosea 1 and Hosea 3, Gomer left. We don’t know exactly why or 
when she did, or if her leaving was the first time. Maybe this was her usual pattern. Perhaps 
like so many of us do in our own relationship with God, she would commit herself to her 
husband only to find the lure of her old life so strong.

Whatever the rest of the story, Gomer had found her way into slavery:

1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go again; show love to a woman who is loved by 
another man and is an adulteress, just as the LORD loves the Israelites though 

they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So I bought her for 15 shekels of 
silver and five bushels of barley. 3 I said to her, “You must live with me many days. 
Don’t be promiscuous or belong to any man, and I will act the same way toward 

you.” 4 For the Israelites must live many days without king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred pillar, and without ephod or household idols. 5 Afterward, the 

people of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. 
They will come with awe to the LORD and to His goodness in the last days. 

HOSEA 3:1-5 

The imagery is vivid and powerful: Hosea, the jilted and abandoned but faithful husband 
who had every right to turn his back. Gomer, powerless to affect her situation. And then the 
husband, in love, paid the price to purchase the freedom of the one he loved. This mental 
picture relates to the message of the gospel in several points: 

Slavery. It wasn’t just that Gomer was gone; she was enslaved. Because of her lifestyle, Gomer 
had found herself enslaved and powerless to change her own circumstances. Instead, she was 
at the mercy of others. Like Gomer, you and I are enslaved to the pattern and ways of this 
world. We are chained by our own sin and—both because of our nature and our choices—
are incapable of escaping from these bonds. This is sometimes difficult for us to accept, for 
we live in a day and time when freedom is equated to the lack of restraint. 

Ironically, the opposite is actually true. We are enslaved by our own sinful desires and incapable 
of living in the acceptably righteous fashion required of us. Like Gomer, we are on the slave 
block, and unless someone intervenes, our eternal destiny is set. We will be chained for all 
eternity as a result of our sin.

Out of Slavery
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Out of Slavery

In what ways have you found sin to be a snare that enslaves rather than 
something that frees? 

How does this view of sin differ from the world’s? 

Rescuer. Hosea would have had every right to leave his wife to what she deserved, but he 
didn’t. The Lord commanded him to “go” to her because there was no way she could come 
to him, even if she had wanted to. 

Just as Hosea went to Gomer when she was powerless to return to him, so Jesus came to us 
and freed us. This freedom came not as a result of our efforts, struggling against the chains 
that kept us in bondage. It came instead from One who loved us enough to come to us, and 
though we have been unfaithful, He faithfully gave up His life in our stead. 

Price. Hosea didn’t buy back Gomer on emotion, sentiment, or good intentions. He didn’t 
stand at a distance and shout about His love for her from afar; instead, Hosea recognized that 
freedom doesn’t come cheaply and he came with his pockets full in order to pay the price so 
that the one he loved could go free. 

In an even greater way, there was a high price to be paid for our freedom. As rebellious 
sinners, God’s justice demands death as payment for our rebellion, and that justice must 
be satisfied. Jesus Himself was the price paid, and because He gave up His own life, we can 
go free. This entire process can be summed up in a single word—redemption. To redeem 
something is literally to buy it back. This is what Hosea did for Gomer, and it’s what Jesus 
Christ has done for us at the cross.

Make a list of ways the prophet Hosea (whose name means “Savior”) 
resembles Jesus and His work�

How does understanding the love of Hosea for Gomer help us grow in 
gratitude for how God has treated us?
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GROUP STUDY

Warm Up

Have you ever purchased something based on an advertisement?  
If so, what was it? 

Did it live up to everything it promised?   

If not, in what ways did it fall short of those promises? 

Most of us consider ourselves to be savvy. We’d never pay for something we knew would disappoint 
or dissatisfy us. Similarly, we would never enter into a contract with someone knowing that 
person couldn’t possibly fulfill his or her commitment. For these reasons, the story of Hosea is 
difficult for us to relate to. Our instinct is to avoid pain and disappointment, not willingly walk 
into it as Hosea did. 

We may struggle to grasp the beauty of this story because all too often we attempt to identify 
with the wrong character. We aren’t Hosea, we are Gomer. We’re the ones whose hearts are prone 
to wander and bent on rebellion. We’re the ones enslaved by our own desires, unable to free 
ourselves. God is the faithful One who pursues and redeems us at the highest price possible. 

During this time you will have an opportunity to discuss what God revealed to you throughout 
the week. Listed on the next page are some of the questions from your daily reading assignments. 
They will guide your small group discussion.

“This is the gospel story in the Old Testament� This is the meaning 
of Christmas interpreted seven centuries before Christ� God 

comes to woo us tenderly to himself; he promises us fullest hope 
and safety; he starts over with any who will come, and offers us 

the most intimate and pleasure-filled relationship possible�” 2

JOHN PIPER 
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Discussion

1�  Why do you think God asked Hosea to marry this woman?

2� Why was it not sufficient for Hosea to deliver God’s message with 
words alone?

3� How would Hosea’s life experience have influenced the way he spoke 
the word of the Lord?

4� How do we, based on our usage of the word in our culture, define love? 

5� How is that different than the picture we see in Scripture of God’s love?

6� Why is it important to know that God will not withdraw His love from 
His people?

7� In what ways have you found sin to be a snare that enslaves rather 
than something that frees? How does this view of sin differ from the 
world’s?

8� How does understanding the love of Hosea for Gomer help us grow in 
gratitude for how God has treated us?
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Conclusion 

What, then, are we to do with this gift of freedom? How are we to live in light of the price that 
has been paid by Jesus, our Rescuer and Redeemer, to free us from the slavery of sin and death? 

We don’t know the end of Gomer and Hosea’s story. We don’t know if she indeed came and 
lived with him for many days, accepting the reality of his love for her despite her unfaithful 
past. We do know, however, what God intends of us. Having been pursued and loved by 
God, and in light of the great personal cost to Himself, we are called to extend that same 
pursuit and love to others. We love because we have been loved (see 1 John 4:11).

As in the case of Hosea, this love for others isn’t emotional attachment, and it’s not without 
cost. To pursue others with the message of the gospel will be a costly endeavor; it will cost 
us relational equity, financial resources, and the realignment of priorities. But when the cost 
might seem to be too great, it’s helpful for us to call to mind the high price that God Himself 
paid for us when we were on the slave block, purchasing us back from eternal darkness and 
punishment with the precious blood of His Son.

Spend some time praying this for you and for your group:

“God, we are overwhelmed by Your faithful love. You pursued us in our reckless 
rebellion and bought us back with the blood of Your Son. Your grace has freed 

us and now compels us to point others to the hope of Your redemption.”

1. Victor Hugo, Les Miserables, trans. Julie Rose (New York: Modern Library, 2009), 141.
2. John Piper, “Call Me Husband, Not Baal,” Desiring God [online], 26 December 1982 [cited 12 February 2016].  

Available from the Internet: desiringgod.org.
3. Nancy Guthrie, The Word of the Lord: Seeing Jesus in the Prophets (Wheaton: Crossway, 2014), 72.
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“This story is not about what God might ask you to do for him; 
it’s about what he has done for you� We’re meant to observe 
Hosea to see what our true husband’s persevering love looks 

like in the face of our unfaithfulness� It is Gomer the prostitute, 
not Hosea the prophet, with whom we’re meant to identify�” 3 

NANCY GUTHRIE
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